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COURSE  9: STRENGTHENING THE ENTREPRENEURIAL 

ECOSYSTEM-THEORIES 

 

1-THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SUPPORTING ENTREPRENEURS AND 

STRENGTHENING ECOSYSTEMS 

Entrepreneurship development and strengthening ecosystems are not exclusive approaches, but 

they are focused on different targets. For example, the entrepreneurs are the primary and 

sometimes direct beneficiaries in entrepreneur support programmes. Programme interventions 

may encompass technical and soft-skill training courses for entrepreneurs, coaching, financial 

support and support in accessing markets. 

However, in ecosystem programmes, the focus is on the system itself, on its different elements and 

on improving its overall functioning as a system. Here, entrepreneurs are the secondary 

beneficiaries since they profit from a healthier ecosystem, but in both cases, it is the entrepreneurs 

who benefit. 
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There is an advantage in directly supporting entrepreneurs, since this allows more control of how 

the programme impacts on beneficiaries, but the programme tends to be limited in its reach. 

Ensuring the sustainability of programme interventions can also be difficult – and there is a risk 

that they may crowd out existing stakeholders. Nevertheless, a case can still be made for supporting 

entrepreneurs directly, such as in situations where no ecosystem currently exists, or where a proof 

of concept should be put in place. 

STRENGTHENING ECOSYSTEMS Vs SUPPORTING ENTREPRENEURS  

 

2-THEORIES 



University of Biskra 

Faculty of Economics, Commerce and Management Sciences 

Department of Management- Master 1st Year 

Module: Entrepreneurial Ecosystem 

 

 

 

Dr.DJOUDI Hanane 

REF/ C.N.Fubah, M.Moos,   RELEVANT THEORIES IN ENTREPRENEURIAL ECOSYSTEMS 

RESEARCH: AN OVERVIEW 

STRENGTHENING ENTREPRENEURIAL ECOSYSTEMS, GIZ. 

 

 



University of Biskra 

Faculty of Economics, Commerce and Management Sciences 

Department of Management- Master 1st Year 

Module: Entrepreneurial Ecosystem 

 

 

 

Dr.DJOUDI Hanane 

REF/ C.N.Fubah, M.Moos,   RELEVANT THEORIES IN ENTREPRENEURIAL ECOSYSTEMS 

RESEARCH: AN OVERVIEW 

STRENGTHENING ENTREPRENEURIAL ECOSYSTEMS, GIZ. 

 

 


