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	Tutorial Session № 05: Critical Analysis of an Excerpt from James Fenimore Cooper’s The Last of the Mohicans and Henry W. Longfellow’s “The Warning”


Text № 01:

Read the following excerpt from James Fenimore Cooper’s The Last of the Mohicans. Then, answer the questions.
	At a little distance in advance stood Uncas, his whole person thrown powerfully into view. The travelers anxiously regarded the upright, flexible figure of the young Mohican, graceful and unrestrained in the attitudes and movements of nature. Though his person was more than usually screened by a green and fringed hunting-shirt, like that of the white man, there was no concealment to his dark, glancing, fearless eye, alike terrible and calm; the bold outline of his high, haughty features, pure in their native red; or to the dignified elevation of his receding forehead, together with all the finest proportions of a noble head, bared to the generous scalping tuft. It was the first opportunity possessed by Duncan and his companions to view the marked lineaments of either of their Indian attendants, and each individual of the party felt relieved from a burden of doubt, as the proud and determined, though wild expression of the features of the young warrior forced itself on their notice. They felt it might be a being partially benighted in the vale of ignorance, but it could not be one who would willingly devote his rich natural gifts to the purposes of wanton treachery. The ingenuous Alice gazed at his free air and proud carriage, as she would have looked upon some precious relic of the Grecian chisel, to which life had been imparted by the intervention of a miracle; while Heyward, though accustomed to see the perfection of form which abounds among the uncorrupted natives, openly expressed his admiration at such an unblemished specimen of the noblest proportions of man. (Quoted from James Fennimore Cooper’s The Last of the Mohicans)


Glossary:

	Uncas: a young Native American who is the last member of the Indian tribe known as the Mohicans
Mohican: a member of Indian tribe which allied with the British during the French and Indian war
	Duncan Heyward: a British army officer
Alice: the youngest daughter of a British colonel 

Grecian chisel: an ancient Greek tool used for cutting or shaping wood, stone


Short Biography of the Author
James Fenimore Cooper (1789-1851) was a prolific American writer who spent most of his life in Cooperstown, New York, near a lake surrounded by the Iroquois of the Six Nations. Cooper crafted a unique form of literature writing historical romances about frontier and indian life. He joined the U.S. Navy after being expelled from Yale after a prank in which he blew up a student's door. He wrote historical novels known as The Leatherstocking Tales. His master work is considered The Last of the Mohicans (1826), set in 1757 during the French and Indian War. It gained Cooper fame and notoriety, and remains a standard in most American literature courses. Themes of natural law versus legal rights, implications of property disputes, and contrasting wilderness versus civilization, were common to many of his novels and stories. One of Cooper's legacies was he was one of the first American authors to incorporate African, African-American, and native Indian characters in his stories. Cooper died in 1851.
Questions
Read the story carefully. Then, answer the following questions:

1. How are the Indians described in the excerpt? Pick out the words or phrases the support your answer.
2. How do the Indian’s physical traits relate to his spiritual values? Explain.
3. How does the narrator’s description of the Europeans contrast with that of the Indians?
4. What makes the narrator’s description of the Indian appeal to American Romanticism?
Text № 02:
Read the following Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s poem The warning. Then, answer the questions.
	The Warning
Beware! The Israelite of old, who tore
The lion in his path,--when, poor and blind,
He saw the blessed light of heaven no more,
Shorn of his noble strength and forced to grind
In prison, and at last led forth to be
A pander to Philistine revelry,--

Upon the pillars of the temple laid
His desperate hands, and in its overthrow
Destroyed himself, and with him those who made
A cruel mockery of his sightless woe;
The poor, blind Slave, the scoff and jest of all,
Expired, and thousands perished in the fall!

There is a poor, blind Samson in this land,
Shorn of his strength and bound in bonds of steel,
Who may, in some grim revel, raise his hand,
And shake the pillars of this Commonweal,
Till the vast Temple of our liberties.
A shapeless mass of wreck and rubbish lies.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1837)


Short Biography of the Author
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was a commanding figure in the cultural life of nineteenth-century America. Born in Portland, Maine in 1807, he became a national literary figure by the 1850s, and a world-famous personality by the time of his death in 1882. He was a traveler, a linguist, and a romantic who identified with the great traditions of European literature and thought. At the same time, he was rooted in American life and history, which charged his imagination with untried themes and made him ambitious for success. 
Questions
Read the story carefully. Then, answer the following questions:

1. Why does the poet warn against The Israelite of Old?
2. What did The Israelite of Old do?
3. Who is the “Israelite of Old”? What is his story?
4. To whom does the poet allude in the first line of the third stanza? Justify your answer.
5. To what do the phrases “pillars of this Commonweal” and “the pillars of this Commonweal” refer?
6. To whom does the poet compare Samson? Support your answer with details from the poem. 
7. In what way is the poem is a bitter criticism of the institution of slavery in nineteenth-century America and its impact on American democracy?
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