Unit 3: Aspects of Connected Speech
Lesson 2: Assimilation

Phonetics - Term 4
Department of English



What is Assimilation?



What is Assimilation?

 Assimilation is the influence of a sound on a
neighboring sound so that the two become
similar.



What is Assimilation?

 Assimilation is the influence of a sound on a

neighboring sound so that the two become
similar.

* “More likely in rapid, casual speech and less
likely in slow, careful speech” (Roach, 2009).



Directions of Assimilation

1. Progressive assimilation:
Sound is influenced by the one before it.
Examples:

* Washed /wo[t/
* Loved /lavd/




Directions of Assimilation

2. Regressive assimilation:
Sound is influenced by the one after it.
Examples:

* Light blue = /la1p blu:/
* Bright colour - /braik kala/




Types of assimilation

1. Assimilation of place
2. Assimilation of manner

3. Assimilation of voice



1. Assimilation of Place

Assimilation of place is when a sound changes
its place of articulation to another place.

This change of place depends on the place of
articulation of the neighboring sounds.



1. Assimilation of Place

Examples



1. Assimilation of Place

Examples
Regressive: /t/ changes to /p/ before the
bilabial /p, b, m/.

N
* Secret police = /'si:kr1t pa'li:s/
* Put back - /pot baek/
* Foot brake = /fot brezk/




1. Assimilation of Place

Examples

Regressive: /t/ changes to / p/ before the
bilabial /p, b, m/.

VA"
* Secret police = /'sitkrip pa li:s/

* Put back - /pup baxek/
* Foot brake - /fop breik/



1. Assimilation of Place

Examples
/d/ changes to /b/ before the bilabial /p, b,
m/
VA"
Bad pain - /baad pein/
Blood pressure = /blad prefa/
Hold back = /haold baek/




1. Assimilation of Place

Examples

/d/ changes to /b/ before the bilabial /p, b,
m/

VA"
Bad pain - /baeb pein/
Blood pressure = /blab "prefa/

Hold back = /haolb baek/




1. Assimilation of Place

Examples
/n/ changes to /n/ before the velar /k/ or /g/.

N
Golden gate - /' gavldan gert/

Iron curtain - / atan 'k3:tn/



1. Assimilation of Place

Examples
/n/ changes to /n/ before the velar /k/ or /g/.

| VA"
Golden gate - / goavldan gert/
Iron curtain - / atenn k3:tn/



2. Assimilation of Manner

Assimilation of manner refers to two
neighboring sounds becoming similar in their
manner of articulation.



2. Assimilation of Manner

Examples



2. Assimilation of Manner

Examples

Progressive: /0/ follows the preceding plosive or
a nasal sound

M
Get them = /get 6am/

Read them —= /ri:d dem/



2. Assimilation of Manner

Examples

Progressive: /0/ follows the preceding plosive or
a nasal sound

A"
Get them = /getam/

Read them = /ri:dem/



2. Assimilation of Manner

Examples
Regressive: /0/ changes to /s/ before /s/

N
Both sides /baw0 saidz/

Earth science /3:0 'sarans/



2. Assimilation of Manner

Examples
Regressive: /0/ changes to /s/ before /s/

N

Both sides /bavs sardz/
Earth science /3:s 'saians/



3. Assimilation of Voice

Assimilation of voice refers to the influence of
voicing quality in neighboring sounds.

The vibration of the vocal cords is not something
that can be switched on and off very swiftly, as a
result groups of consonants tend to be either all
voiced or all voiceless.



3. Assimilation of Voice

Progressive: N N
* Dogs and cats - /dogz @&nd kaets/

* Happened = / hapand/

Regressive: ¢\
 Has to > /haes tu:/ {due to the voiceless /t/}
 Have to = /haes tu:/ {due to the voiceless /t/}



Practice Time



	Slide 1: Unit 3: Aspects of Connected Speech Lesson 2: Assimilation
	Slide 2: What is Assimilation?
	Slide 3: What is Assimilation?
	Slide 4: What is Assimilation?
	Slide 5: Directions of Assimilation
	Slide 6: Directions of Assimilation
	Slide 7: Types of assimilation
	Slide 8: 1. Assimilation of Place
	Slide 9: 1. Assimilation of Place
	Slide 10: 1. Assimilation of Place
	Slide 11: 1. Assimilation of Place
	Slide 12: 1. Assimilation of Place
	Slide 13: 1. Assimilation of Place
	Slide 14: 1. Assimilation of Place
	Slide 15: 1. Assimilation of Place
	Slide 16: 2. Assimilation of Manner
	Slide 17: 2. Assimilation of Manner
	Slide 18: 2. Assimilation of Manner
	Slide 19: 2. Assimilation of Manner
	Slide 20: 2. Assimilation of Manner
	Slide 21: 2. Assimilation of Manner
	Slide 22: 3. Assimilation of Voice
	Slide 23: 3. Assimilation of Voice
	Slide 24: Practice Time

