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-Gergen (1991) argues that the notion that people have ideas, formed in
the mind, which are then conveyed to others by a process of
communication is pervasive in a Western modernist culture. In the
academic domain, however, the prevalence of this common-sense view
also serves to place communication studies in a secondary position with
respect to cognitive psychology in the explanation of human
communication phenomena. It perpetuates the idea that an
understanding of the principles of psychological functioning is primary

to an adequate understanding of the human ability to communicate.



