Lesson 12: introduction to Psycholinguistics

Psycholinguistics:

The study of psychological aspects of language. Experiments investigating such
topics as short-term and long-term memory, perceptual strategies, and speech
perception based on linguistic models are part of this discipline.

Psycholinguistics is the study of the language processing mechanisms.
Psycholinguistics deals with the mental processes a person uses in producing and
understanding language. It is concerned with the relationship between language and the
human mind, for example, how word, sentence, and discourse meaning are represented

and computed in the mind.

Most work in psycholinguistics has been done on the learning of language by
children. Language is extremely complex, yet children learn it quickly and with ease;
thus, the study of child language is important for psychologists interested in cognition
and learning and for linguists concerned with the insights it can give about the structure

of language

In the 1960s and early ’7Oos much research in child language used the
transformational-generative model proposed by the American linguist Noam Chomsky;
the goal of that research has been to discover how children come to know the
grammatical processes that underlie the speech they hear. The transformational model

has also been adapted for another field of psycholinguistics, the processing

and comprehension of speech; early experiments in this area suggested, for example,
that passive sentences took longer to process than their active counterparts because an
extra grammatical rule was necessary to produce the passive sentence. Many of the
results of this work were controversial and inconclusive, and psycholinguistics has been
turning increasingly to other functionally related and socially oriented models of

language structure.

1. The Scope of Psycholinguistics
Psycholinguistics basically derives from two different study of sciences, there
are psychology and linguistics. Psychology deals with human minds while linguistics
deals with the study of language. So, we can conclude that psycholinguistics studies
about the cognitive process when human use the language to communicate with others.
Psycholinguistics tries to disperse the psychological processes that take place when

someone say the sentences at the time he listens to communicate and how language is


https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/discipline
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/comprehension

acquired by humans. Then theoretically the main goal is to find a psycholinguistic theory
of language that is linguistically and psychologically acceptable to explain the nature of
language and acquisitions.
According to Clark and Clark (1977), Psycholinguistics scope is categorized into
tree major scopes:
a. Comprehension: Comprehending language involves a variety of capacities,
skills, processes, knowledge, and dispositions that are used to derive meaning
from spoken, written, and signed language
b. Production: Is how human produce the language. Furthermore, it explain the
mental process to produce the language to be spoken. Production occurs because
there is a stimulus that come to our brain as a message, there the information will
be processed to produce a respond.
c. Language Acquisition: It means how human learn to comprehend and produce
language. Language acquisition was acquired naturally since human completed by

brain and speech organs. The acquisition occurs gradually through a process.

2. The Significant of Psycholinguistic for Language Teaching Learning

Psycholinguistics is important for language teaching learning. As explained above
psycholinguistics derives from psychology and linguistics. Related to language teaching and
learning, the students are expected not only to master the language (theory) but also to use it
a real talk (practice) since Psycholinguistics science teaches that language is a tool of
communication to convey thoughts or feelings in linguistics the students learn about the

language component such as syntax, phonology and semantics.

But the language learning will not be said well done if the learners cannot apply
language in in real communication. Sometimes, when the students had mastered the theory
very well, they cannot manage their mind to use language to talk. It caused by the leak of
students’ confidence or they are confuse of what will they say . William James (1842-1910)
states that psychology as a science of mental life, it takes an important role in this deals, it
analyse the causes and helps the students maintain their emotion or raise their confidence in

revealing the language. So, its true that Psycholinguistic is significant for language lea



