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TD 2.1: The Celts

Source: Matt Clayton. A Captivating Guide to Ancient Celtic History and Mythology, Including Their
Battles Against the Roman Republic in the Gallic Wars, 2019. https://captivatinghistory.com/ebook

The Celtic culture that remains in the modern day is at least somewhat related to that of
the Britons. They first appeared on the British Isles in the first millennium BCE, but their exact
origins remain unknown. Perhaps they migrated along with the rest of the Celts, or perhaps they
adopted Celtic languages and cultural norms over time. But no matter their origins, the Britons
proved to be the most resilient. More specifically, they resisted the Romans for many years, and
the northern inhabitants of the island, the Picts, who may or may not have been Celtic, managed
to remain independent from the Romans after the conquest. This made it possible for the Celtic
culture to exist throughout Roman times and remain until the present day. Together with the
Gaels, the Britons make up the division of Celts known as Insular Celts, which is in contrast to the
Continental Celts.

The Castellani

The Castellani was one of the most powerful of all the Insular Celtic tribes. They were
believed to be quite wealthy and may have been minting coins before the Romans invaded in the
first century CE. They managed to expand outward from their capital, Cauldon (modern-day
Colchester), and received tribute from several other Celtic tribes in the region, making them one
of the best examples of a Celtic kingdom that we have. When the Romans invaded in 43 CE, the
Castellani led the resistance and continued to be a nuisance to Roman governors for at least a
century. They were Romanized, but their distinct culture remained and led to the formation of a
Romano-British culture, which reflected both Roman and pre-Roman cultures.

The Iceni

The northern neighbours of the Castellani, the Iceni were another strong Celtic tribe in
eastern Britain that played a key role in resisting Roman rule. The uprising led by their queen,
Boudica, nearly drove the Romans from the island for good. However, they were eventually
beaten and forced to integrate into Roman culture. There is also evidence of coin minting from the
Iceni tribe in the years before the Roman invasion, suggesting they shared a similar level of wealth
as their neighbours, the Castellani.

The Renovates

The Renovates were probably the most powerful kingdom in Britain at the time the Romans
invaded. They were neighbours to both the Castellani and the Iceni, and they likely shared their
wealth. In the early years of Roman intervention in Britain, the Romans attempted to maintain a
balance of power between the Renovates and the Castellani, but when this failed, the Romans
were left with no choice other than to invade, which led to the annexation of Britain to the Roman
Empire.

The Ordovices

The Ordovices occupied the territory on the western coast of Britain which is now Wales.
Like most Celtic tribes of the time, they made their living farming and keeping sheep, but this
suggests they were probably less wealthy than their neighbours to the east. Nevertheless, the
Ordovices were one of the tribes that resisted Roman rule, and they led a rebellion that
temporarily pushed the Romans out of western Britain.

The Gaels- Scotti


https://captivatinghistory.com/ebook

The Gaels are a separate subdivision of the Celtic culture that shared Britain with the
various Briton tribes in the centuries following the Roman withdrawal from Britain. Scotti is the
Latin name for Gaels, whereas the word Gael is what these people called themselves in their
native language. The Gaels eventually became a Celtic culture, but DNA evidence suggests their
origins may actually be from somewhere in Central Asia. After the Roman invasions of southern
Gaul, the Gaels, a local tribe, fled the area to the modern island of Ireland. The Gaels expanded
their dominance in Ireland throughout the succeeding centuries, spanning the entirety of Roman
rule in Britain. Following the Roman withdrawal from Britain in the early 5 the century, the Gaels
began to expand across the Irish Sea to modern southwestern Scotland. Thus began the Gaelic
culture in Britain itself.

Conclusion

Naming and describing all the different tribes that can be identified as Celtic is a near
impossible task. However, by looking at just a few, we can see how Celtic culture is both so
prevalent in Europe—it’s hard to find a group not influenced by the Celts—but also so diverse,
which is probably why the Celts were never able to organize politically and bring more uniformity
to their culture and way of life. As a result, it should come as no surprise that they were in
significant danger of being conquered when the Romans set out to conquer Celtic-controlled
territory, starting with the conquest of the Celtic territories in northern Italy in 224 BCE, just prior
to the outbreak of the Second Punic War.

TD 2.2 Boudica, Queen of the Iceni

source: John T. Koch, “Boudica” The Celts: History, Life, and Culture, Vol 1. ABC-CLIO, 2012, p. 103

Boudica or Boudicca ( T AD 60/61) was queen of the Iceni in what is now East Anglia,
England . She succeeded her husband Prastotagos (variant Prasutagos) and led a highly
destructive, but ultimately unsuccessful, war of resistance against the Roman occupation.

Under heavy taxation during the transitional period between independence and
integration into the empire, the Iceni destroyed Colchester, London, and Verulamion, with great
slaughters of the Romano-British civilian population. Afterward, Roman forces regrouped and
devastated Boudica’ s numerically superior army in a single battle. Boudica died soon thereafter. A
harsh punitive campaign directed at both rebel and neutral tribes resulted in famine in this area.

The Roman documentary evidence for Boudica is relatively plentiful. The most valuable
author on the subject is Tacitus, writing about two generations later. His information is probably
derived from his father-in-law Agricola, who had been governor of Britain in the period AD 78 —
85. The figure of the Amazonian barbarian queen, fearsome yet vulnerable, captured the Roman
imagination. Their accounts of Boudica are some of the most vivid ancient descriptions of people
from the Celtic world. Cassius Dio (Roman History 62) wrote dramatically of her:

[A] British woman of royal lineage and an uncommonly intelligent woman was the

person who was most instrumental in inciting the natives and convincing them to

fight the Romans, who was thought fit to be their commander, and who directed

the campaigns of the entire war. . .

She was huge of body, with a horrific expression and a harsh voice. A huge mass of

bright red hair descended to the swell of her hips; she wore a large torc of twisted

gold, and a tunic of many colours over which there was a thick cape fastened by a

brooch. Then she grasped a spear to strike fear into all who watched her.



The post-Roman writer Gildas viewed Boudica’s revolt negatively, not even using her
name. She is not mentioned in later medieval histories. Since the 19th century she has been
anachronistically identified as English on a geographic basis.

The name Boudica is Celtic and means ‘victorious woman’. There is no authoritative basis
for the common modern variant spelling Boadicea. Boudica corresponds to the Old Breton man’s
name Budic, the Welsh name Buddug, the Middle Welsh adjective budic, and the OId Irish
buadach ‘triumphant’.

TD 2.3: Hadrian’s Wall

source: Simon O Faoldin, “Hadrian’s Wall” The Celts: History, Life, and Culture, Vol 1. ABC-CLIO, 2012, pp
405-6

Hadrian’ s Wall runs some 80 Roman miles (117 km) from the fort at Bowness on
the Solway Firth in the west to the fort at Wallsend (Romano-British Seged unum
Strong-fort ’ ) on the Tyne estuary in the east, crossing and thus bisecting the whole
island.

The Building of the Wall

The only Roman reference to the reason behind the wall * s construction states that its
purpose was ‘ to separate the Romans from the barbarians ’ (Vita Hadriani 2.2),
though it was built within the territory of the Brigantes. The wall would not have
served as a convincing defence against large-scale military assault; it is probably
better regarded as a means of controlling social traf fi c and trade. Archaeological
investigations indicate that the building of the wall commenced around the time

of Hadrian’ s visit to Britain in AD 122.

The Structure of the Wall and the Hadrianic Frontier

The wall originally varied from 2.2 m to 3.1 m in width and was up to 4.65 m to

6.2 m in height. The western part of the wall — as far east as the crossing of the river
Irthing — was built of turf, while the eastern section was made of stone. Most of the
length of the wall was accompanied on its northern side by a wide ditch (the val-
lum), and several substantial bridges, such as those at Newcastle (Pons Aelius) and
Willowford, form part of the overall structure. Small forts or “ mile castles ’ were con-
structed up against the southern side of the wall at intervals of roughly a mile, most
with gates allowing controlled access to the exterior.



