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MODULE DESCRIPTION

1. Introduction to the Course

The module of Critical Theory introduces students two categories of theoretical approaches employed in the
interpretation and critical analysis of literary texts. During the first semester, the course explores a range of
context-oriented and author-oriented approaches to literary criticism. The context-oriented approaches include
Feminist Criticism, Postcolonial Criticism, Marxist Criticism, New Historicism, and Ecocriticism. The author-
oriented approach comprises Freudian Psychoanalytic Theory. The theoretical content is complemented by
practical tutorial sessions in which students apply the principles of the approaches studied to the critical analysis
of selected literary works. Through textual analysis, debate, and discussion, students are encouraged to question
established interpretations, identify basic assumptions, and develop their own informed and theoretically
grounded readings of literary texts. The module is organized into one weekly lecture and two tutorial sessions
per week. Lectures provide students with the theoretical foundations of the different critical approaches, while
tutorials focus on the practical application of these approaches through the examination of literary texts.

2. Objectives of the Module
By the end of the semester, students are expected to:
1. Understand the fundamental concepts and principles of major literary critical approaches.
2. Distinguish between context-oriented and author-oriented criticism.
3. Apply theoretical concepts and critical methods to the analysis and interpretation of literary texts.
4. Examine the relationships between literature and its historical, social, cultural, political, and
psychological contexts.
5. Develop critical thinking, analytical skills, and the ability to construct coherent, theoretically informed
arguments.
6. Improve their academic writing, discussion, and debate skills.

3. Criteria of Assessment

Assessment is intended to measure students' understanding of the theoretical approaches covered in lectures and
their ability to apply the concepts and methods of literary criticism to the analysis of literary texts.

The proposed assessment framework comprises continuous assessment and a final examination.

Continuous Assessment | tutorial participation, assignments, and 40%
written tests

Final Examination theoretical knowledge and practical 60%
application of critical approaches
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