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	Tutorial Six: 

T. S Eliot’s The Waste Land : Structure
  


Based on your reading of T. S. Eliot’s “The Waste Land”, answer the following questions?
1. Why does the poem begin with “April is the cruellest month” instead of a hopeful image of spring? 
2. How does the shift from “Summer surprised us” to Madame Sosostris show a break in the poem’s structure? 
3. What is the effect of the repeated image “a heap of broken images”? 
4. How do the changing voices, such as “My nerves are bad to-night”, make the poem feel fragmented? 
5. What does the contrast between “Here is no water but only rock” and Phlebas’ drowning suggest?

6. How do short sections like “Death by Water” interrupt the flow of the poem? 
7. Why does Eliot move between places like “Unreal City” and the Thames without clear links? 
8. How does the ending “Shantih shantih shantih” suggest a cycle rather than a final conclusion?
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