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	Tutorial Five: 

T. S Eliot’s The Waste Land: A Thematic Analysis
  


Theme 1: Disillusionment and spiritual emptiness:
Quotation: “I will show you fear in a handful of dust.”
Question 2: How does this image encapsulate the theme of spiritual disillusionment in the modern world?
Theme 2: Disillusionment in modern urban life:

Quotation: “A crowd flowed over London Bridge, so many,
I had not thought death had undone so many.”
Question 2: How does Eliot use the image of the crowd to express disillusionment with modern urban existence?
Theme 3: Disillusionment in human relationships:

Quotation: “‘My nerves are bad to-night. Yes, bad. Stay with me.
Speak to me. Why do you never speak?’”
Question 3: In what ways does this passage illustrate emotional instability and the breakdown of communication in modern relationships?
Theme 4: The longing for restoration (water as renewal):

Quotation: “If there were water
And no rock…”
Question 4: How does the repeated desire for water symbolize the human longing for spiritual restoration?
Theme 5: The possibility (or ambiguity) of restoration:

Quotation: “Datta. Dayadhvam. Damyata.”
“Shantih shantih shantih”
Question 5: Do these final lines suggest a path toward restoration, or do they reinforce the poem’s fragmented and unresolved nature?
[image: image1.png]



PAGE  

