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	Tutorial FOUR: 

James Baldwin’s “Autobiographical Notes”: Race and Identity Formation
  


Questions:
1. Baldwin writes that the most difficult fact of his life was that he was “born a Negro” (Paragraph 3). How does he explain the impact of race on his personal identity and on his ability to become a writer?
2. Baldwin quotes Caliban saying, “You taught me language, and my profit on’t is I know how to curse,” from The Tempest by William Shakespeare (Paragraph 4). How does Baldwin use this reference to explain the relationship between language, power, and cultural domination in the experience of Black Americans?
3. Baldwin describes himself as “a kind of bastard of the West” (Paragraph 5). How does this statement reflect the tension between African heritage and Western cultural identity in the experience of African Americans?
4. Baldwin states, “I don’t like people who like me because I’m a Negro; neither do I like people who find in the same accident grounds for contempt” (Paragraph 8). How does this reveal his views on racial identity and personal integrity?
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