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Tutorial 2  
(How to prepare a poster presentation) 

 

1. Definition 

A poster presentation is a way of presenting research or academic work 

using a large printed (or digital) poster that combines text, figures, 

tables, and visuals to summarize the study. Instead of giving a formal 

oral talk to a large audience, the researcher stands by their poster during 

a conference session and explains it to interested attendees in smaller, 

more informal discussions. 

 

2. When a poster presentation is used 

2.1. Academic conferences & scientific meetings: Commonly used to share 

preliminary results, case studies, or specific aspects of a larger project. 

2.2. When time is limited: Posters allow many researchers to present at 

once in a shared space. 

2.3. For students and early-career researchers: Often a first step before 

giving full oral presentations. 

 

3. A poste should be: 

3.1. Attractive to capture attention  

-The title should attract the reader, and the information should be 

presented as graphically as possible. 

 

3.2. Structured to facilitate reading 

-The reader must be guided in their reading. For this: 

-Identify the different parts of the poster (with titles, section numbers, 

etc.). 
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3.3. Concise to focus the communication on the message 

-The text should be clear and precise, with short sentences and an 

appropriate font (not in capital letter…). 

- White spaces are important. Ideally, a poster should contain about 30% 

text, 40% illustrations, and 30% empty space. Avoid overusing colors, as 

they reduce readability. 

 

3.4. Structure of poster 

-The title, across the full width of the page, with the author(s) listed 

below. 

-Introduction and objective (clear and brief). 

-Materials and/or methods (brief, and illustrated if possible). 

-Results obtained (presented in the form of illustrations). 

-Conclusion. 

- The Methods and Results are the sections that should be most 

developed, covering approximately two-thirds of the poster space. 

 

4. Some practical tips 

4.1. Do not forget to identify yourself. 

-Contact details and the university logo. 

-Name(s) and first name(s) of the author(s). 

-Authors’ email addresses. 

 

4.2. Give priority to readability 

-Use bold and avoid italics. 

-Choose a readable font size. 

-Be careful with color choices, as some backgrounds can make a poster 

unreadable. 
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