Chapter |I.

Fundamental Concepts



Introduction

Before studying applied ethics or specific moral problems, it is important to clarify
the fundamental concepts that form the foundation of ethical reflection. Students
often hear the words morality, ethics, duty, and law (0@ s caal sl 5 2l 5 $MAY)) used
interchangeably, but each has a distinct meaning. This chapter will define these terms,
highlight their differences, and introduce deontology—the “theory of duty”—as a
central ethical approach.
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1. Morality (@aY1)

Morality is the collection of principles, values, and social norms that regulate
behavior within a community. It helps individuals determine what is considered good
or bad, just or unjust, right or wrong.
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------------- MORALITY
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- Morality is both universal (concerns about fairness, respect, truth) and

culturally specific (varies between societies).
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- [t is transmitted through family, education, religion, traditions, and culture.
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- It is often implicit: people follow moral norms without necessarily analyzing

them.
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Example:

Helping an elderly person cross the street is seen as morally good in many

societies, even if there is no written law requiring it.
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Discussion question:
- Can morality exist without religion? Why or why not?
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2. Ethics (a)

Ethics is the philosophical and critical study of morality. Unlike morality, which is
lived and practiced, ethics reflects on moral principles, asking why they are valid and
how they should be applied.

OB ginjlass Lo oy Gl AEAY) Al (Se o AAY) aull Dl 5 daulal) Al jall 4 )
Lol A 5 Lgtinaa e oo Jhadiy 8RN (salall 3 Jali 338Y)




- Ethics is normative: it evaluates and justifies rules.
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- Ethics is also critical: it questions moral traditions and their rational basis.
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- Different branches exist: applied ethics (medicine, environment, business),

meta-ethics (the meaning of moral language), and normative ethics (criteria
for right and wrong).
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Example:

Morality says “lying is wrong.” Ethics asks: Is lying always wrong? What about lying
to save a life?
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Discussion question:

- Is ethics universal, or does it change from one culture to another?
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3. Deontology (&3&Y! ale)— “Theory of Duty”

Deontology is an ethical theory centered on duty(—s/4l) , obligation (s\_3), and
moral rules (483aY) x) ). The term comes from the Greek deon (duty ) and logos
(study).
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- Developed most strongly by Immanuel Kant in the 18th century.
Ddie el ol & LailS ygilad (s s8) JSGs a5 -

- Moral actions are those done out of duty, not out of desire or pursuit of

consequences.
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- Universal moral laws (like the categorical imperative) guide action: “Act only
according to that maxim whereby you can, at the same time, will that it should

become a universal law.”
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Example:

According to deontology, you should not lie even if lying would save someone,
because the principle of truth-telling is a duty.
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Discussion question:

- Do you agree with Kant that consequences should not determine morality? Why
or why not?
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4. Law (Os4l)

Law is a system of rules established by an authority (such as the state, government,
or community) to regulate behavior and maintain social order. It is written,
institutionalized, and enforceable by sanctions.
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LAW L\as a source of authority

- Law aims to guarantee social peace, justice, and rights.
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- Law and morality often overlap, but they are not identical.
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- Some actions may be immoral but legal (e.g., exploiting workers without

breaking labor law). Others may be illegal but not immoral (e.g., civil
disobedience against unjust laws).
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Examples
1- It’s against the law to break the speed limit, but it might not be immoral if you’re
speeding to save someone’s life.
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2- While trespassing on private property is illegal, it may not be immoral if you’re
seeking help during an emergency.
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3- It’s unlawful to enter a building without permission, yet it might not be immoral if

you do so to rescue someone in danger.
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4- Violating traffic rules is illegal, but doing so to prevent a serious accident could

still be morally justified.
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Discussion question:
- Can a law be unjust? Give an example from history.
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Racial Segregation Laws in the United States (Jim Crow Laws) (From the late 19th
century until the 1960s)

U.S. states—especially in the South—enforced Jim Crow laws that required racial
segregation in  schools, transportation, restaurants, and public  spaces.
These laws were legal at the time but deeply immoral, because they discriminated against
Black Americans and denied them equal rights. Civil rights leaders like Dr. Martin Luther

King Jr. argued that:
“An unjust law is no law at all.”
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¢ Apartheid laws in South Africa — enforced racial separation and oppression (1948-1994).
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e Nazi laws in Germany — legalized persecution of Jews and other minorities during World War 11.
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e Colonial laws — allowed exploitation and control over indigenous populations in many countries.
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5. Distinction Between the Different Concepts

A. Ethics vs. Morality
- Morality = the practical norms and values lived by people.
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- Ethics = the rational and philosophical study of those norms.
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Example:

Society condemns theft (morality). Ethics examines why theft is wrong and
whether there can be exceptions (e.g., stealing food to survive).
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B. Ethics vs. Deontology
- Ethics = a broad discipline with many approaches (utilitarianism, virtue ethics, care
ethics, deontology, etc.).
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- Deontology = a specific ethical theory focusing on duty, regardless of consequences.
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Example:

Ethics asks: “Should lying ever be permitted?” Deontology answers: “No, because

lying violates duty, even if it helps.”
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Summary Table

Concept Definition Source Nature Example
Morality Norms & values | Culture, religion, | Informal, Helping the poor
in society tradition practical
Ethics Study of morality | Philosophy Reflective, | Debating if lying can
critical ever be justified
Deontology | Theory of duty Kant, philosophy Rules & | Never lie, even if
obligations | useful
Law Codified rules by | State, institutions Formal, Driving laws, penal
authority enforceable | codes




