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@1 Course Lessons Overview

A Unit 1: Introduction to Academic Writing in Cultural Studies

e What is academic writing?
« Discipline-specific expectations
e Writing as a cultural and intellectual practice

A Unit 2: Understanding Academic Genres

o Research papers vs. essays Vs. critiques
o Literature reviews and reflective writing
e Abstracts, proposals, and reports

A Unit 3: Structure and Organization of Academic Texts

e The “IMRAD” model and alternatives in humanities
e Paragraph unity and development
o Thesis statements, topic sentences, transitions

@ Unit 4: Argumentation and Critical Thinking

Making claims and supporting arguments

Hedging and academic tone

Counter-arguments and refutation

Cultural theory as a basis for critical argumentation

A Unit 5: Source Integration and Referencing

e Summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting
e Avoiding plagiarism
e Referencing in APA/MLA (depending on department)

A Unit 6: Writing the Literature Review

e Purpose and scope of a literature review
o Organizing themes, theories, and debates
e Synthesizing sources critically

A Unit 7: The Research Paper: From Outline to Draft

e Choosing a topic in Cultural Studies

« Developing a research question

e Creating an outline and writing a draft
o Feedback and revision strategies
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A Unit 8: Style, Clarity, and Formality

e Academic vocabulary and register

e Sentence clarity and complexity

« Cohesion and coherence

« Editing for grammar and punctuation

A Unit 9: Writing for Publication and Conference Proposals

e Writing abstracts for conferences/journals
o Email etiquette and submission practices
« Presenting arguments in compressed formats

A Unit 10: Peer Review and Final Project

« Participating in peer review
e Revising based on feedback
« Submitting a final research-based academic paper
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Lesson 1: Introduction to Academic Writing in Cultural Studies
Objectives:

o Define academic writing and its relevance to Cultural Studies
o Identify key features of academic discourse

Lecture Content: Academic writing is a formal mode of communication used in universities and
research institutions. It serves to present arguments, analyze concepts, and contribute to scholarly
conversations. In Cultural Studies, academic writing allows us to critically examine social
phenomena, texts, practices, and ideologies. This discipline values interdisciplinary perspectives,
which should be reflected in your writing.

Key Features of Academic Writing:
« Formal tone and objective stance
o Evidence-based argumentation
« Clarity, coherence, and logical flow
o Proper citation of sources

Practice Activity:

e Write a short paragraph (5-6 lines) defining what academic writing means to you and how it
differs from personal or creative writing.

Lesson 2: Understanding Academic Genres
Objectives:

« Recognize different types of academic texts
o Understand the expectations of each genre

Lecture Content: In Cultural Studies, students are often asked to write essays, literature reviews,
critiques, and research papers. Each genre serves a different purpose:

o Essays: Present a central argument and support it using evidence

o Literature Reviews: Summarize and evaluate existing scholarship

e Research Papers: Present original research and analysis

« Critical Reflections: Personal response with theoretical grounding
Practice Activity:

« Match the following scenarios to the correct academic genre:
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1. Reviewing five articles on media representation of race

2. Developing your own analysis of a cultural practice
3. Responding to a lecture using a cultural theory

Lesson 3: Structure and Organization of Academic Texts
Objectives:

e Learn how to structure essays and research papers
o Understand paragraph unity and transitions

Lecture Content: Academic texts generally follow a clear structure:

e Introduction: Introduces topic and thesis

o Body: Paragraphs that each focus on a single idea with evidence

e Conclusion: Summarizes and reflects on implications
Paragraph Structure:

o Topic sentence

o Explanation

o Evidence/example

e Link to thesis or next idea

Practice Activity:

o Write a topic sentence for an essay on "Cultural identity in Algerian media.”
o Rearrange jumbled sentences into a coherent paragraph.

Lesson 4: Argumentation and Critical Thinking
Objectives:

o Develop persuasive arguments in writing
e Practice critical engagement with ideas

Lecture Content: Academic writing requires you to present arguments rather than just opinions. An
argument is a claim supported by evidence. In Cultural Studies, arguments often involve interpreting
texts, analyzing discourse, or applying theory.

Techniques:
« Use claims, evidence, and reasoning

e Include counterarguments and responses
e Avoid overgeneralization and unsupported assertions
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Practice Activity:

e Choose a cultural phenomenon (e.g., TikTok trends) and write one claim and one
counterclaim about its cultural value.

Lesson 5: Source Integration and Referencing
Objectives:

e Learn how to incorporate sources effectively
« Understand how to cite using APA or MLA

Lecture Content: Academic writing builds on the work of others. Integrating sources shows you are
informed and critical.

e Quoting: Use exact words from a source
o Paraphrasing: Restate ideas in your own words
e Summarizing: Condense the main points
Citation: Use APA or MLA consistently depending on department requirements.

Practice Activity:

o Paraphrase this sentence: "Media shapes how we perceive reality through repeated imagery."
o Create an APA-style reference for a journal article.



