
Differential Equations2
2.1 Basics of Differential Equations

This chapter includes a set of definitions and concepts in differential equations, among
the most important of these concepts:

Definition 2.1.1 A differential equation: is an equality relationship between an independent
variable, say 𝑥, and a dependent variable, say 𝑦(𝑥), with one or more differential derivatives...

Definition 2.1.2 Order of a differential equation: is the order of the highest derivative in the
equation.

Definition 2.1.3 Degree of a differential equation: is the degree or power or exponent of
the highest differential coefficient in the equation, provided the equation does not contain
coefficients with fractional powers.
Or it is said to be the highest exponent of the highest order derivative in the equation.

2.1.1 Solving Differential Equations

Definition 2.1.4 We call the function 𝑦 = 𝑦(𝑥) a solution of the differential equation
𝐹(𝑥, 𝑦, 𝑦′, 𝑦′′, . . . , 𝑦(𝑛)) if:
1- It is differentiable 𝑛 times.
2- It satisfies the differential equation, i.e.:

𝐹(𝑥, 𝑦(𝑥), 𝑦′(𝑥), . . . , 𝑦(𝑛)(𝑥)) = 0

2.1.2 General Solution and Particular Solution of Differential
Equations

Definition 2.1.5 The general solution of a differential equation of order 𝑛 is a solution that
contains 𝑛 arbitrary constants and of course satisfies the differential equation.

Definition 2.1.6 For any differential equation of order 𝑛, we find that its general solution
always depends on 𝑛 arbitrary constants and is written in the form:

𝐹(𝑥, 𝑦, 𝑐1, 𝑐2, ..., 𝑐𝑛) = 0
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2.1.3 Initial Conditions and Boundary Conditions

In problems where you are required to verify the solution of an ordinary differential
equation, you can also find the arbitrary constants appearing in the general solution of
the equation, which is done through the initial conditions given at the beginning.

In the case of a general solution of a second-order differential equation, for example,
containing two arbitrary constants, two additional conditions for the equation are
needed to determine the constants.

If the two conditions are given at two different points 𝑦(𝑥1) = 𝑦1, 𝑦(𝑥2) = 𝑦2, then the
conditions are boundary conditions, and we call the differential equation along with
the boundary conditions a boundary value problem.

2.2 Definitions in Differential Equations

Definition 2.2.1 A differential equation is any equation that contains differentials or
derivatives of one or more functions with respect to variables, and it is of the form:

𝐹
(
𝑥, 𝑦, 𝑦′, . . . , 𝑦(𝑛)

)
= 0 (𝐸)

Example 2.2.1
𝑑𝑥

𝑑𝑦
𝑧 + 𝑦𝑑𝑥 = 𝑢

Differential equations are classified into:

1- Ordinary differential equation: is a differential equation that contains ordinary
derivatives or differentials of one or more functions.

Example 2.2.2
𝑦𝑑𝑥 + 𝑥𝑑𝑦 = 𝑒𝑧

2- Partial differential equation: is a differential equation that contains partial derivatives
or differentials of one or more functions.

Example 2.2.3
𝜕𝑥

𝜕𝑦
= 𝑧𝑥
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3- Linear ordinary differential equation: is an equation that is linear with respect to the
function or functions and their derivatives and does not contain their products.

4- Linear partial differential equation: is an equation that is linear with respect to the
partial derivatives of the function or functions present.

Remark 2.2.1 1- The order of the equation is the order of the highest derivative
present in it.
2- The differential equation can be transformed from one form to another to facilitate
its solution.

2.3 First Order Differential Equations

Definition 2.3.1 A first-order differential equation is a relationship between a function
(considered unknown) 𝑦 and its first derivative and the variable 𝑥 of 𝑦.

𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥
= 𝐹(𝑥, 𝑦)

or
𝑀(𝑥, 𝑦)𝑑(𝑥) + 𝑁(𝑥, 𝑦)𝑑(𝑦)

To solve such equations, we follow the following methods:

2.3.1 Separation of Variables Method

If the equation can be put in the form:

𝑓 (𝑥)𝑑𝑥 + 𝑔(𝑦)𝑑𝑦 = 0

where 𝑓 (𝑥) is a function in 𝑥 only and 𝑔(𝑦) is a function in 𝑦 only, then the separation
of variables has been achieved. To solve the equation after separation, we use direct
integration, and the solution becomes:∫

𝑓 (𝑥)𝑑𝑥 +
∫

𝑔(𝑦)𝑑𝑦 = 𝑐

where 𝑐 is an arbitrary constant, and this solution is called the general solution. The
arbitrary constant can be put in any form according to the requirements of simplifying
the form of the general solution.
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And if an initial condition is known, we can eliminate the arbitrary constant and the
resulting solution becomes a particular solution.

Example 2.3.1 Solve the following differential equation:

𝑥𝑦2𝑑𝑥 + (1 − 𝑥2)𝑑𝑦 = 0

Solution: We divide both sides of the equation by 𝑦2(1 − 𝑥2) to obtain:

𝑥𝑑𝑥

1 − 𝑥2 + 𝑑𝑦

𝑦2 = 0

which is a differential equation that can be separated by variables, and its solution
method is as follows:
By integrating both sides:∫

𝑥𝑑𝑥

1 − 𝑥2 +
∫

𝑑𝑦

𝑦2 = 0 ⇒ −1
2

ln
(
𝑥2 − 1

)
− 1
𝑦
= 𝑐

⇒ ln
(
𝑥2 − 1

)− 1
2 − 1

𝑦
= 𝑐

⇒ 1
𝑦
= ln

(
𝑥2 − 1

)− 1
2 − 𝑐

And thus the solution of the differential equation is:

𝑦 =

(
ln

(
𝑥2 − 1

)− 1
2 − 𝑐

)−1

2.3.2 Exact Differential Equations

If the differential equation:

𝑃(𝑥, 𝑦)𝑑𝑥 +𝑄(𝑥, 𝑦)𝑑𝑦 = 0

is exact, then there exists a function 𝑓 (𝑥, 𝑦) such that:

𝑃(𝑥, 𝑦)𝑑𝑥 +𝑄(𝑥, 𝑦)𝑑𝑦 = 𝑑𝑓

That is:

𝜕 𝑓

𝜕𝑥
= 𝑃 (𝑥, 𝑦) (1)

and
𝜕 𝑓

𝜕𝑦
= 𝑄 (𝑥, 𝑦) (2)
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By differentiating equation (1) with respect to 𝑦 and equation (2) with respect to 𝑥, we
find:

𝜕2 𝑓

𝜕𝑥𝜕𝑦
=

𝜕𝑃

𝜕𝑦
and

𝜕2 𝑓

𝜕𝑦𝜕𝑥
=

𝜕𝑄

𝜕𝑥

And for the equation to be exact, it is necessary to satisfy the following condition:

𝜕𝑃

𝜕𝑦
=

𝜕𝑄

𝜕𝑥

which is satisfied because:
𝜕2 𝑓

𝜕𝑥𝜕𝑦
=

𝜕2 𝑓

𝜕𝑦𝜕𝑥

To solve the exact equation, there are a few steps we follow:

- We assume a function that satisfies:

𝑑𝑓 (𝑥, 𝑦) =
𝜕 𝑓

𝜕𝑥
𝑑𝑥 +

𝜕 𝑓

𝜕𝑦
𝑑𝑦 = 0

Then its solution is 𝑓 (𝑥, 𝑦) = 𝑐 where 𝑐 is a constant. And it satisfies:

𝜕 𝑓

𝜕𝑥
= 𝑃 and

𝜕 𝑓

𝜕𝑦
= 𝑄

By integration we find:

𝑓 (𝑥, 𝑦) =
∫

𝑃 (𝑥, 𝑦) 𝑑𝑥 + 𝜓 (𝑦) (3)

where 𝜓 (𝑦) is constant with respect to 𝑥.

- We differentiate both sides of (3) partially with respect to 𝑦 and using the equation
𝜕 𝑓
𝜕𝑦 = 𝑄, we find:

𝜕 𝑓

𝜕𝑦
=

𝜕

𝜕𝑦

∫
𝑃 (𝑥, 𝑦) 𝑑𝑥 + 𝜓′ (𝑦) = 𝑄 (𝑥, 𝑦)

That is:
𝜓′ (𝑦) = 𝑄 (𝑥, 𝑦) − 𝜕

𝜕𝑦

∫
𝑃 (𝑥, 𝑦) 𝑑𝑥

We note that the right side of the last equation is always a function of 𝑦 only. (Why?)



44 2 Differential Equations

- By integrating both sides of the last equation with respect to 𝑦, we deduce the form of
the function 𝜓′ (𝑦) where:

𝜓 (𝑦) =
∫

𝑄 (𝑥, 𝑦) 𝑑𝑦 −
∫ (

𝜕

𝜕𝑦

∫
𝑃 (𝑥, 𝑦) 𝑑𝑥

)
𝑑𝑦

And by substitution in equation (3), we obtain the solution of the exact differential
equation, and it is in the form:∫

𝑃 (𝑥, 𝑦) 𝑑𝑥 +
∫

𝑄 (𝑥, 𝑦) 𝑑𝑦 −
∫ (

𝜕

𝜕𝑦

∫
𝑃 (𝑥, 𝑦) 𝑑𝑥

)
𝑑𝑦 = 𝑐

Example 2.3.2 Find the solution of the equation:

(6𝑥2 + 4𝑥𝑦 + 𝑦2)𝑑𝑥 + (2𝑥2 + 2𝑥𝑦 − 3𝑦2)𝑑𝑦 = 0

Solution:

Let:

𝜕𝑃

𝜕𝑦
=

𝑑(6𝑥2 + 4𝑥𝑦 + 𝑦2)
𝑑𝑦

= 4𝑥 + 2𝑦

𝜕𝑄

𝜕𝑥
=

𝑑(2𝑥2 + 2𝑥𝑦 − 3𝑦2)
𝑑𝑥

= 4𝑥 + 2𝑦

This means that the equation is exact. To solve the equation, we follow the following:
let

𝑃 (𝑥, 𝑦) =
𝜕 𝑓

𝜕𝑥
= 6𝑥2 + 4𝑥𝑦 + 𝑦2

𝑄 (𝑥, 𝑦) =
𝜕 𝑓

𝜕𝑦
= 2𝑥2 + 2𝑥𝑦 − 3𝑦2

By integration we find: ∫
𝑃 (𝑥, 𝑦) 𝑑𝑥 = 2𝑥3 + 2𝑥2𝑦 + 𝑥𝑦2∫
𝑄 (𝑥, 𝑦) 𝑑𝑦 = 2𝑥2𝑦 + 𝑥𝑦2 − 𝑦3

By differentiation we find:

𝜕

𝜕𝑦

∫
𝑃 (𝑥, 𝑦) 𝑑𝑥 = 2𝑥2 + 2𝑥𝑦



2.3 First Order Differential Equations 45

And by integration we find:∫ (
𝜕

𝜕𝑦

∫
𝑃 (𝑥, 𝑦) 𝑑𝑥

)
𝑑𝑦 = 2𝑥2𝑦 + 𝑥𝑦2

Applying the formula, we obtain:

2𝑥3 + 2𝑥2𝑦 + 𝑥𝑦2 + 2𝑥2𝑦 + 𝑥𝑦2 − 𝑦3 −
(
2𝑥2𝑦 + 𝑥𝑦2) = 𝑐

⇔ 𝑐 = 𝑓 (𝑥, 𝑦) = 2𝑥3 + 2𝑥2𝑦 + 𝑥𝑦2 − 𝑦3.

2.3.3 Homogeneous Differential Equations

This type of differential equations, which are not originally separable by variables,
become separable after a variable transformation.

These equations can be written in the form:

𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥
= 𝐹

(
𝑥

𝑦

)
This type of equation becomes separable by setting 𝑣 = 𝑦/𝑥, we find that:

𝑦 = 𝑣𝑥 ⇒
𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥
= 𝑥

𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥
+ 𝑣.

And by substitution in the original equation, we obtain a first-order differential equation
that can be separated by variables.

Example 2.3.3 Find the solution of the following equation:

𝑦′ =
𝑥2 + 𝑦2

𝑥𝑦

By setting 𝐹 (𝑥, 𝑦) = 𝑥2+𝑦2

𝑥𝑦 , we can write the following:

𝐹 (𝑥, 𝑦) = 𝑥

𝑦
+
𝑦

𝑥

And by setting 𝑣 = 𝑦/𝑥, we deduce that the differential equation is homogeneous. By
substitution in the original differential equation, we find that:

𝑑𝑦 =

(
1
𝑣
+ 𝑣

)
𝑑𝑥
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But: 𝑦 = 𝑥𝑣

By differentiating both sides, it becomes:

𝑑𝑦 = 𝑥𝑑𝑣 + 𝑣𝑑𝑥

And by substituting for 𝑑𝑦, we obtain the following relation:

𝑥𝑑𝑣 + 𝑣𝑑𝑥 =

(
1
𝑣
+ 𝑣

)
𝑑𝑥 ⇒ 𝑥𝑑𝑣 =

1
𝑣
𝑑𝑥 ⇒ 𝑣𝑑𝑣 =

𝑑𝑥

𝑥

By integrating both sides, we find:∫
𝑣𝑑𝑣 =

∫
𝑑𝑥

𝑥
+ 𝑐 ⇒ 1

2
𝑣2 = ln 𝑥 + 𝑐

And the equation can be written in the form:

𝑦2 = 2𝑥2 ln 𝑥 + 2𝑥2𝑐.

Definition 2.3.2 Differential equations that are written in the form:

𝑁 (𝑥, 𝑦)
𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥
= 𝑀 (𝑥, 𝑦)

where𝑁 , 𝑀 are homogeneous functions of the same degree, are called homogeneous differential
equations.
And they can be written in the form:

𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥
= 𝐹

(
𝑥

𝑦

)
And thus after variable transformation, they become separable by variables.

Definition 2.3.3 We say that the function 𝑔(𝑥, 𝑦) defined for all values of (𝑥, 𝑦) is
homogeneous of degree 𝑛 if:

𝑔(𝑡𝑥, 𝑡𝑦) = 𝑡𝑛𝑔(𝑥, 𝑦)

for all values of (𝑥, 𝑦).

Example 2.3.4 Determine if the following equation is homogeneous and then find its
solution?

𝑥𝑦′ − 𝑦 = 𝑥𝑒𝑥/𝑦

Solution: We can write:

𝑥𝑦′ − 𝑦 = 𝑥𝑒𝑥/𝑦 ⇒ 𝑥𝑦′ = 𝑦 + 𝑥𝑒𝑥/𝑦
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Let:
𝑁 (𝑥, 𝑦) = 𝑥 and 𝑀 (𝑥, 𝑦) = 𝑦 + 𝑥𝑒𝑥/𝑦

We find:
𝑁 (𝑡𝑥, 𝑡𝑦) = 𝑡𝑥 = 𝑡𝑁 (𝑥, 𝑦)

and
𝑀 (𝑡𝑥, 𝑡𝑦) = 𝑡𝑦 + 𝑡𝑥𝑒 𝑡𝑥/𝑡𝑦 = 𝑡

(
𝑦 + 𝑥𝑒𝑥/𝑦

)
= 𝑡𝑀 (𝑥, 𝑦)

Therefore, the functions 𝑁 , 𝑀 are homogeneous functions of the first degree, and
they can be written in the form:

𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥
= 𝐹

(
𝑥

𝑦

)
The solution method is as follows: By dividing both sides of the equation by 𝑥, the
equation becomes:

𝑦′ −
𝑦

𝑥
= 𝑒𝑦/𝑥 ⇒ 𝑦′ =

𝑦

𝑥
+ 𝑒𝑦/𝑥

By setting 𝑣 = 𝑦/𝑥, we find:

𝑦 = 𝑣𝑥 ⇒ 𝑦′ = 𝑥
𝑑𝑣

𝑑𝑥
+ 𝑣

Substitute in the given differential equation to obtain:

𝑥
𝑑𝑣

𝑑𝑥
+ 𝑣 = 𝑣 + 𝑒𝑣 ⇒ 𝑥

𝑑𝑣

𝑑𝑥
= 𝑒𝑣 ⇒ 𝑑𝑥

𝑥
= 𝑒−𝑣𝑑𝑣

By integrating both sides, we obtain:∫
𝑒−𝑣𝑑𝑣 =

∫
𝑑𝑥

𝑥
+ 𝑐 =⇒ −𝑒−𝑣 = ln 𝑥 + 𝑐

By applying ln to both sides:

ln (−𝑒−𝑣) = ln (ln 𝑥 + 𝑐) =⇒ 𝑣 = ln (ln 𝑥 + 𝑐)

By setting 𝑣 = 𝑦/𝑥, the equation becomes:

𝑦

𝑥
= ln (ln 𝑥 + 𝑐) =⇒ 𝑦 = 𝑥 ln (ln 𝑥 + 𝑐)

2.4 Linear Differential Equations

Definition 2.4.1 A differential equation is linear if the dependent variable and its derivatives
in the equation are of the first degree.
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The general form of a first-order linear differential equation is:

𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥
+ 𝑦𝑃 (𝑥) = 𝑄 (𝑥)

And it is called linear in 𝑦.
As for the linear equation in 𝑥, it is in the form:

𝑑𝑥

𝑑𝑦
+ 𝑥𝑎 (𝑦) = 𝑏 (𝑦)

The general solution of the first-order differential equation of the form:

𝑦 = 𝑒−𝐼(𝑥)
(∫

𝑒 𝐼(𝑡)𝑄 (𝑡) 𝑑𝑡 + 𝑐
)

where:
𝐼 (𝑥) =

∫
𝑃 (𝑥) 𝑑𝑥

and 𝑐 is a constant.

Example 2.4.1 Find the general solution of the following differential equation:

(𝑦 + 𝑦2)𝑑𝑥 − (𝑦2 + 2𝑥𝑦 + 𝑥)𝑑𝑦 = 0

Solution: The equation is linear in 𝑥, as it can be put in the following form:

𝑑𝑥

𝑑𝑦
+ 𝑥𝑎 (𝑦) = 𝑏 (𝑦)

By dividing both sides of the equation by 𝑑𝑦(𝑦 + 𝑦2), we find:

𝑑𝑥

𝑑𝑦
−
𝑦2 + 2𝑥𝑦 + 𝑥

𝑦 + 𝑦2 = 0

That is:
𝑑𝑥

𝑑𝑦
− 𝑦2

𝑦 + 𝑦2 − 2𝑥𝑦 + 𝑥
𝑦 + 𝑦2 = 0 =⇒ 𝑑𝑥

𝑑𝑦
− 2𝑦 + 1
𝑦 + 𝑦2 𝑥 =

𝑦2

𝑦 + 𝑦2

By comparing the resulting equation with the first equation, we find:

𝑏 (𝑦) =
𝑦2

𝑦 + 𝑦2 , 𝑎 (𝑦) = −2𝑦 + 1
𝑦 + 𝑦2

Therefore:
𝐼 (𝑦) = 𝑒

−
∫ 2𝑦+1

𝑦+𝑦2 𝑑𝑦
= 𝑒

ln
(

1
𝑦+𝑦2

)
= 𝑒− ln(𝑦+𝑦2) = 1

𝑦 + 𝑦2
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And: ∫
𝐼 (𝑦) 𝑏 (𝑦) 𝑑𝑦 =

∫
1

𝑦 + 𝑦2
𝑦

𝑦 + 1
𝑑𝑦 =

∫
1

(𝑦 + 1)2
𝑑𝑦 = − 1

𝑦 + 1

The solution of the equation is:

𝐼 (𝑦) 𝑥 =

∫
𝐼 (𝑦) 𝑏 (𝑦) 𝑑𝑦 + 𝑐

1
𝑦 + 𝑦2 𝑥 = − 1

𝑦 + 1
+ 𝑐

That is:
𝑥 = −𝑦 + 𝑐(𝑦2 + 𝑦), 𝑐 ∈ ℝ

This is the general solution of the differential equation.

2.5 Second Order Differential Equations

Let the following illustrative example that explains how to find solutions of a second-
order differential equation.

Example 2.5.1 It is required to find solutions of the following equation:

𝑥2𝑦′′ + 𝑥𝑦′ + 𝑦 = 2

You can solve this equation in several ways, including the method we mentioned
earlier, but this equation differs from the equation:

𝑦′′ + 𝑎𝑦′ + 𝑏𝑦 = 0

in that the coefficients of this are functions of 𝑥.

But the other type is linear equations with constant coefficients:

𝑦′′ + 𝑎𝑦′ + 𝑏𝑦 = 𝑄(𝑥) (𝐼𝐼)

And their general solution is:

𝑦 = 𝐶1𝑒
𝑟1𝑥 + 𝐶2𝑒

𝑟2𝑥 + particular solution

Meaning we solve it as if it were a homogeneous differential equation and then find
the particular integral that expresses the function on the right side.
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We start first by solving a homogeneous differential equation, let it be:

𝑦′′ + 3𝑦′ − 4𝑦 = 0

In this case: we assume that:
𝑦 = 𝐶𝑒𝑟𝑥

where 𝑟 is some real number (constant) we will explain later how to obtain it. Now
we find the first and second derivatives in the above differential equation:

𝑦′ = 𝑟𝑒𝑟𝑥 and 𝑦′′ = 𝑟2𝑒𝑟𝑥

By substitution in the equation, we find:

𝑦′′ + 3𝑦′ − 4𝑦 = 0

𝑟2𝑒𝑟𝑥 + 3𝑟𝑒𝑟𝑥 − 4𝑒𝑟𝑥 = 0

By taking 𝑒𝑟𝑥 as a common factor, we find:

𝑒𝑟𝑥[𝑟2 + 3𝑟 − 4] = 0

And then either 𝑒𝑟𝑥 = 0 which is impossible, so we take the second solution:

𝑟2 + 3𝑟 − 4 = 0 =⇒ (𝑟 + 4)(𝑟 − 1) = 0.

We find 𝑟 = 1 or 𝑟 = −4.
And accordingly, all possible solutions of the previous equation are:

𝑦1 = 𝐶1𝑒
𝑥 or 𝑦2 = 𝐶2𝑒

−4𝑥

where 𝐶1 and 𝐶2 are constants.
It can be proven that any linear combination of the two solutions also forms a solution
of the equation. Therefore, the general solution of the equation is of the form:

𝑦 = 𝐶1𝑒
𝑥 + 𝐶2𝑒

−4𝑥

And in general, the general solution of the differential equation 𝑦′′ + 𝑎𝑦′ + 𝑏𝑦 = 0 is
of the form:

𝑦 = 𝐶1𝑒
𝑟1𝑥 + 𝐶2𝑒

𝑟2𝑥

where 𝑟1 and 𝑟2 are roots of the characteristic function:

𝑟2 + 𝑎𝑟 + 𝑏 = 0



2.5 Second Order Differential Equations 51

Now we come to non-homogeneous equations, i.e., those of the form:

𝑦′′ + 𝑎𝑦′ + 𝑏𝑦 = 𝑄(𝑥) (𝐼𝐼)

And their general solution is:

𝑦 = 𝐶1𝑒
𝑟1𝑥 + 𝐶2𝑒

𝑟2𝑥 + particular solution

Let now the non-homogeneous equation:

𝑦′′ + 3𝑦′ − 4𝑦 = 𝑥2

We notice it is the same function as before with 𝑥2 instead of zero. This type of
equations is solved as if it were: 𝑦′′ + 3𝑦′ − 4𝑦 = 0 homogeneous.
And its general solution as we mentioned earlier:

𝑦 = 𝐶1𝑒
𝑥 + 𝐶2𝑒

−4𝑥

This solution is a partial solution of this differential equation, now we look for the
solution that confirms to us the validity of:

𝑦′′ + 3𝑦′ − 4𝑦 = 𝑥2

Now we notice that the right side is a polynomial function of the second degree, so we
assume that its particular solution is a function of the second degree and its general
form is of the form:

𝑦 = 𝑎𝑥2 + 𝑏𝑥 + 𝑐

Then 𝑦′ = 2𝑎𝑥 + 𝑏 and 𝑦′′ = 2𝑎. By substitution in the equation, we find:

𝑦′′ + 3𝑦′ − 4𝑦 = 𝑥2 =⇒ 2𝑎 + 3(2𝑎𝑥 + 𝑏) − 4(𝑎𝑥2 + 𝑏𝑥 + 𝑐) = 𝑥2

We arrange this equation from the highest power to the lowest power, considering
that 𝑎, 𝑏, 𝑐 are constants.

2𝑎 + 6𝑎𝑥 + 3𝑏 − 4𝑎2 − 4𝑏𝑥 − 4𝑐 − 𝑥2 = 0

(−4𝑎 − 1)𝑥2 + (6𝑎 − 4𝑏)𝑥 + (2𝑎 + 3𝑏 − 4𝑐) = 0

For this equation to be true, we require that each of these factors equals zero, i.e.:

4𝑎 − 1 = 0 =⇒ 𝑎 = −1/4

6𝑎 − 4𝑏 = 0 =⇒ 𝑏 = −3/8

And finally 2𝑎 + 3𝑏 − 4𝑐 = 0 gives us 𝑐 = −13/32. Therefore, the general solution of
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this non-homogeneous equation is:

𝑦 = 𝐶1𝑒
𝑥 + 𝐶2𝑒

−4𝑥 − (1/4)𝑥2 − (3/8)𝑥 − (13/32)

What do we do if the function is 𝑄(𝑥) = 𝐴 sin(𝑥) for example and not 𝑥2? where 𝐴 is
a constant:

Here we assume that the particular solution is of the following form:

𝑦 = 𝐶 sin 𝑥 + 𝐷 cos 𝑥

By calculating the first and second derivatives and substituting in the original function,
and then we set conditions as we did to find both 𝐶 and 𝐷.

If the function is 𝑄(𝑥) = 𝑎𝑥, then we assume that the particular solution is an affine
function, i.e., of the form 𝑦 = 𝐶𝑥 + 𝐷.

If the function on the right side is 𝑄(𝑥) = 𝑒𝐴𝑥 , then we assume: 𝑦 = 𝐶𝑒𝐴𝑥 .

In short, the assumption is of the same type as the function on the right side.

In a similar manner, we move to the case where the factors are another function in 𝑥.

𝑃(𝑥)𝑦′′ + 𝑞(𝑥)𝑦′ + 𝑅(𝑥)𝑦 = 𝑄(𝑥) (𝐼𝐼𝐼)

We continue solving the presented example to understand together the method of
solving differential equations of this type.

𝑥2𝑦′′ + 𝑥𝑦′ + 𝑦 = 2

We notice that the right side is a function of 𝑥 or consider it a constant function in 𝑥
(and the problem is finished), meaning we deal with a non-homogeneous second-order
differential equation.

The Euler-Cauchy method is summarized in one idea:

You can transform the previous equation into another equation of the form:

𝑦′′ + 𝑎𝑦′ + 𝑏𝑦 = 2
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where 𝑎, 𝑏 are constants, but for this method to succeed, we transfer the function
from the variable 𝑥 to another variable 𝑡 (which is partially similar to the Laplace
transform method).

We notice in the previous equation that when writing 𝑦′, we mean
𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥
, and when we

write 𝑦′′, we mean
𝑑2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥
, i.e., the second derivative with respect to 𝑥.

Now we put a transformation that converts
𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥
to
𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑡
.

We assume that: 𝑥 = 𝑒 𝑡 . We differentiate both sides with respect to 𝑡:

𝑑𝑥

𝑑𝑡
= 𝑒 𝑡

We know that 𝑒 𝑡 = 𝑥 and the first derivative is also in terms of 𝑥, but we want
𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑡
using the following rule:

𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑡
=
𝑑𝑥

𝑑𝑡
.
𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥

But we have
𝑑𝑥

𝑑𝑡
= 𝑥, therefore:

𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑡
= 𝑥

𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥

We differentiate once again with respect to the variable 𝑡, we find:

𝑑2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥
=
𝑑

𝑑𝑡

(
𝑥
𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥

)
You can simplify the solution as follows:

𝑑2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥
=

𝑑

𝑑𝑥

(
𝑥
𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥

)
.
𝑑𝑥

𝑑𝑡

That is:
𝑑2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥
=

(
𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥
+ 𝑥 𝑑

2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥

)
𝑑𝑥

𝑑𝑡

We know that
𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑡
= 𝑥. By substitution:

𝑑2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥
=

(
𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥
+ 𝑥 𝑑

2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥

)
𝑥

𝑑2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥
= 𝑥

𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥
+ 𝑥2 𝑑

2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥
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Take a look at the beginning of the problem, you find that:

𝑥
𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑥
=
𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑡

By substitution:
𝑑2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥
=
𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑡
+ 𝑥2 𝑑

2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥

Therefore:

𝑥2 𝑑
2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥
=
𝑑2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥
−
𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑡

By substitution in the original equation 𝑥2𝑦′′ + 𝑥𝑦′ + 𝑦 = 2, we find:

𝑑2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥
− 𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑡
+ 𝑑𝑦

𝑑𝑡
+ 𝑦 = 2

Simplify.
𝑑2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥
+ 𝑦 = 2

It has transformed into a non-homogeneous differential equation in the variable 𝑡. So
you can solve it as we mentioned before.

Its solution is of the form:

𝑦 = 𝐶1𝑒
𝑟1𝑡 + 𝐶2𝑒

𝑟2𝑡 + particular solution

where 𝐶1 and 𝐶2 are constants. 𝑟1 and 𝑟2 are roots of the characteristic equation.

First, we find the partial solution of the above equation by setting:

𝑑2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥
+ 𝑦 = 0

The characteristic equation is: 𝑟2 + 1 = 0 and hence 𝑟1 = 𝑖 and 𝑟2 = −𝑖 where 𝑖 is the
imaginary unit. Therefore, the solution is of the form:

𝑦 = 𝐶1𝑒
𝑖𝑡 + 𝐶2𝑒

−𝑖𝑡 + particular solution

And here we want to simplify this expression (put it in another form which is Euler’s
formula).

𝐶1𝑒
𝑖𝑡 = 𝐶1 cos(𝑡) + 𝑖𝐶1 sin(𝑡)

and
𝐶2𝑒

−𝑖𝑡 = 𝐶2 cos(𝑡) − 𝑖𝐶2 sin(𝑡)
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By adding the two equations together (taking into account similar terms), we find:

𝑦 = 𝐶1𝑒
𝑖𝑡 + 𝐶2𝑒

−𝑖𝑡 = (𝐶1 + 𝐶2) cos(𝑡) + 𝑖(𝐶1 − 𝐶2) sin(𝑡)

And by substitution in the equation
𝑑2𝑦

𝑑2𝑥
+ 𝑦 = 2, meaning that the particular solution

is equal to 2, the equation becomes:

𝑦 = 𝐴 cos(𝑡) + 𝐵 sin(𝑡) + 2

Returning to: 𝑥 = 𝑒 𝑡 , by taking ln of both sides results: 𝑡 = ln(𝑥) and finally the form
of the equation (in 𝑥) is:

𝑦 = 𝐴 cos(ln(𝑥)) + 𝐵 sin(ln(𝑥)) + 2

And this is the general solution of the equation.

Theorem 2.5.1 Let the differential equation:

𝑦′′ + 𝑎𝑦′ + 𝑏𝑦 = 𝑄(𝑥) (𝐼)

And let Δ be the discriminant of its characteristic equation:

𝑟2 + 𝑎𝑟 + 𝑏 = 0

1- If Δ > 0 and 𝑟1 and 𝑟2 are roots of the characteristic equation, then its general solution is:

𝑦 = 𝐶1𝑒
𝑟1𝑥 + 𝐶2𝑒

𝑟2𝑥 + particular solution

where 𝐶1 and 𝐶2 are constants.

2- If Δ = 0 and 𝑟 is a repeated root of the characteristic equation, then its general solution is:

𝑦 = 𝑒𝑟𝑥 (𝐶1 + 𝐶2𝑥) + particular solution

where 𝐶1 and 𝐶2 are constants.

3- If Δ < 0 and 𝑟 = 𝛼 + 𝑖𝛽 is a root of the characteristic equation, then its general solution is:

𝑦 = 𝑒𝛼𝑥 (𝐶1 cos (𝛽𝑥) + 𝐶2 sin (𝛽𝑥)) + particular solution

where 𝐶1 and 𝐶2 are constants.


