Course: Literary Theory and Criticism 
Teacher in Charge of the Module: Adel Boulegroune
Semesters: 07 and 08 
Academic Year: 2025-2026 

Objectives of the Course:
· Students will be introduced to the basic tenets and concepts of modern literary theories. 
· Students will also learn how to apply literary theories in the analysis of different types of literary texts. 

Prerequisites:
Students should have accumulated basic knowledge of literary devices and genres, the historical evolution of literature in Britain and America, and the main literary movements. 

Cours Syllabus:
I. Semestre: 07 
1. Lecture 1: Literary theory: Definitions, notions, and concepts 
2. Lecture 3 (Part 1): Text-Oriented Literary Theories: Russian Formalism 
Tutorial: Formalist Reading of Emily Dickinson’s “Much Madness is Divinest Sense”  
3. Lecture 3 (Part 2): Text-Oriented Literary Theories: Russian Formalism
Tutorial: Formalist Reading of Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Black Cat” 
4. Lecture 4 (Part 1): Text-Oriented Literary Theories: New Criticism 
Tutorial: New Critical Reading of William Wordsworth’s “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” 
5. Lecture 4 (Part 2): Text-Oriented Literary Theories: New Criticism  
Tutorial: New Critical Reading of John Donne’s “Death, be not Proud”
6. Lecture 5 (Part 1): Text-Oriented Literary Theories: Deconstruction 
Tutorial: Deconstructionist Reading of Robert Frost’s “The Road Not Taken”
7. Lecture 5 (Part 2): Text-Oriented Literary Theories: Deconstruction 
Tutorial: Deconstructionist Reading of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein 
8. Lecture 6 (Part 1): Author-Oriented Literary Theories: Freudian Psychoanalytic Criticism 
Tutorial: Freudian Psychoanalytic Reading of Edgar Allan Poe’s The Black Cat  
9. Lecture 6 (Part 2): Author-Oriented Literary Theories: Freudian Psychoanalytic Criticism 
Tutorial: Freudian Psychoanalytic Reading of William Shakespeare’s Hamlet 
10. Lecture 11: Author-Oriented Literary Theories: Lacanian Psychoanalytic Criticism  
Tutorial: Lacanian Psychoanalytic Reading of Lewis Carroll’s Through the Looking Glass
11. Lecture 12: Author-Oriented Literary Theories: Jungian Psychological Criticism
Tutorial: Jungian Psychological Reading of Cinderella
12. Lecture 13: Author-Oriented Literary Theories: Biographical Criticism
Tutorial: Biographical Criticism of Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice

II. Semestre: 08 
1. Lecture 1 (Part 1): Context-Oriented Literary Theories: Feminism 
Tutorial: Feminist Reading of Jane Austen’s Pride and prejudice  
2. Lecture 1 (Part 2): Context-oriented Literary Criticism: Feminism  
Tutorial: Feminist Reading of William Shakespeare’s Macbeth 
3. Lecture 2 (Part 1): Context-oriented Literary Criticism: Marxism 
Tutorial: Marxist Reading of Jane Austen’s Pride and prejudice
4. Lecture 2 (Part 2): Context-oriented Literary Criticism: Marxism 
Tutorial: Marxist Reading of Critical Analysis of George Orwell’s Animal Farm
5. Lecture 3 (Part 1): Context-oriented Literary Criticism: Postcolonialism 
Tutorial: Postcolonial Reading of Rudyard Kipling’s “The White Man’s Burden”
6. Lecture 3 (Part 2): Context-oriented Literary Criticism: Postcolonialism 
Tutorial: Postcolonial Reading of George Orwell’s Animal Farm 
7. Lecture 7 (Part 1): Context-oriented Literary Criticism: New Historicism 
Tutorial: New Historicist Reading of Phillis Wheatley “On Being Brought from Africa to America”
7. Lecture 7 (Part 2): Context-oriented Literary Criticism: New Historicism 
Tutorial: New Historicist Reading of Arthur Miller’s The Crucible 	
8. Lecture 8 (Part 1): Context-oriented Literary Criticism: Ecocriticism 
Tutorial: Ecocritical Reading of John Keats’s “To Autumn”
9. Lecture 8 (Part 2) (Part 2): Context-oriented Literary Criticism: Ecocriticism 
Tutorial: Ecocritical Reading of George Orwell’s Animal Farm
10. Lecture 9 (Part 1): Reader-oriented Literary Criticism: Reader-response Criticism 
Tutorial: Reader-response Reading of James Thurber’s “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”
11. Lecture 9 (Part 2): Reader-oriented Literary Criticism: Reader-response Criticism 
Tutorial: Reader-response Reading of Theodore Roethke’s “My Papa’s Waltz” 


Criteria of Assessment : 
The overall mark of the module will be counted as follows: continuous evaluation (60%) + one written exam (40%)
Continuous evaluation: participation, quizzes, and assignments

Rerences 
Guerin, Wilfred L. et al. A Handbook of Critical Approaches to Literature. OUP, 2011.
Habib, M. A. R. A History of Literary Criticism: From Plato to the Present. Blackwell Publishing Ltd, 2005. 
Rivkin, Julie and Michael Ryan, eds. Literary theory, an anthology. 2nd ed. Blackwell Publishing Ltd, 2004. 
Ryan, Michael. Literary Theory: A Practical Introduction. 3rd ed. Blackwell Publishing Ltd, 2017. 
Bressler, Charles E. Literary Criticism: An Introduction to Theory and Practice. 5th ed. Pearson Education, Inc, 2011.
1

