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The Second lecture
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The first civilizations generally did not distinguish between civil law and
criminal law. The first written codes of law were designed by the Sumerians.
Around 2100-2050 BC Ur-Nammu, the Neo-Sumerian king of Ur, enacted
written legal code whose text has been discovered: the Code of Ur-Nammu
although an earlier code of Urukagina of Lagash ( 2380-2360 BC ) is also
known to have existed. Another important early code was the [BOUGHON
IBERREARN, \hich formed the core of Babylonian law. Only fragments of the

early criminal laws of Ancient Greece have survived, e.g. those of Solon and

Draco.
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Since the mid-20th century the movement for codification and law reform
has made considerable progress everywhere. The American Law Institute’s
Model Penal Code stimulated a thorough reexamination of both federal and
state criminal law, and new codes were enacted in most of the states. England

enacted several important reform laws (including those on theft, sexual



offenses, and homicide), as well as modern legislation on imprisonment,
probation, suspended sentences, and community service. Sweden enacted a
new, strongly PFOGFESSIVE penal code in 1962. In Germany a criminal code

was adopted in 1998 following HiEiEURIfiCAlIOMIONESHANCNVESHICETmanY.

In 1975 a new criminal code came into force in [AUSHI@. New criminal codes

were also published in Portugal (1982) and Brazil (1984). France enacted

iPOrERETOMNaWENR 1953, 1970, 1975, and 1982, as did Italy in 1981 and

Spain in 1983. Other reforms have been under way in Finland, the

Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland, and Japan. [ EHCEEDIESHONCH e
RSN olso have actively revised their criminal

codes, including Hungary (1961), Bulgaria (1968), Uzbekistan (1994), Russia
(1996), Poland (1997), Kazakhstan (1997), Ukraine (2001), and Romania
(2004).
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