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Read the poem carefully, then answer the questions below.
	                      Ars Poetica
A poem should palpable and mute
As a globed fruit,

Dumb

As a medallion to the thumb,

Silent as the sleeve-worn stone

Of casement ledges where the moss has grown—
A poem should be wordless

As the flight of birds.

A poem should be motionless in time

As the moon climbs,

Leaving, as the moon releases

Twig by twig the night-entangled trees,
	Leaving, as the moon behind the winter leaves,
Memory by memory the mind—
A poem should be motionless in time

As the moon climbs.
A poem should be equal to:
Not true.
For all the history of grief

An empty doorway and a maple leaf.
For love

The leaning grasses and two lights above the sea—
A poem should not mean
But be.
Archilbald MacLeish (1926)


Glossary:
	globe fruit: citrus fruit, such as lemon, orange, grape-fruit, etc.
dumb: mute

casement: window

ledge: horizontal stone or board at the foot of a window

climb: goes up

releases: delivers
	twig: very small branch
entangled: caught in a tangle, or confusion of anything, and thus prevented from moving

winter leaves: last leaves remaining on the trees in winter

maple: Any of numerous trees or shrubs of the genus Acer bearing winged seeds in pairs
leaning: bending 


STUDY QUESTIONS: 
1. What do lines 1-8 assert about a poem? How do the similes make this assertion clear and concrete?
2. How do you resolve the paradoxes that a poem may be both “mute” and “dumb,” and also “silent” and “wordless”?
3. Find and analyze at least three separate instances of alliteration and assonance in this poem. How do the sounds enhance the meanings?
4. How do symbolism and simile clarify the claims about poetry in lines 9-16? How can something be “motionless” and also “climb”?
5. How many similes can you find in this poem?
6. What does the third stanza (lines 17-24) state about a poem? Why are the symbols of grief and love included here?
7. To What extent does “Ars Poetica” illustrate its own definition of poetry?
8. How does Archibald MacLeish’s "Ars Poetica" outline the principles of New Criticism?
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