L2/ Phonetics

1. OVERVIEW OF ENGLISH VOWELS AND CONSONANTS

1.1. Vowels

University of Biskra/ Department of foreign languages/ English division

Vowels are sounds in which there is no obstruction to the flow of air as it passes from the larynx to the lips.
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1.Vowel chart (monophthongs)
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2. Centring_diphthongs

AL

3. Closing_diphthongs

The triphthongs can be looked on as being composed of the five closing diphthongs described in the last
section, with @ added on the end. Thus, we get: e1 + o = e1a (e.g. ‘layer’, ‘player’). a1 + @ = a1a (e.g. ‘liar’, ‘fire’). o1
+ 9 =219 (e.g. ‘loyal’, ‘royal’). at + a = aua (e.g. ‘lower’, ‘mower’). at + a = ava (e.g. ‘power’, ‘hour’)

1.2. Characterization and classification of consonants

A consonant is a letter of the alphabet that represents a basic speech sound produced by obstructing the
breath in the vocal tract. There are 24 consonantal phonemes classified in the table below in terms of place

and manner of articulation. Fortis (stronger, longer): /p, t, k, s, f, 6, s, h/. Lenis (weaker, shorter): /b, d, g, d3, v,
d, z, 3/. Voiced & voiceless.

Place of articulation
Bilabial |Labio-dental |Dental |Alveolar |Post-alveolar|Palato-alveolar |palatal |Velar |Glottal
- Plosive p, b t,d k, 9
'*_E Fricative fiv 0,0 s, 2 /3 h
2 Affricate i, d3
:3: Nasal m n n
§ Lateral [
= Approximants w r j
1.2.1. Tips for phonetic transcription
Letters Phonemes Examples
c /s, k/ voiceless center /'senta(r) /, club /klab/, access /ak'ses/, account /a'kavnt/
ck /k/ Clock /klok/, pick /p1k/, peacock /' pi:kok/
g /g9, 3,d3/voiced | Get/get/, Ginger /'d3ind3a /, age /e1d3/, beige /be1z/
qu Jkw/ Queen /kwi:n/, quality /'kwnolsti/, quit /kwrt/, quite/kwart/
s /s, z/ or /3/ Sign /sain/, please/pli:z/, vision/'vizan/, measure/' meza/
th /8, &/ thigh /Ba1/, bath, thorough /'0ara/, there /8ea(r)/, that /daet/
X /ks, gz/ box /boks/, exit /'egzit/, exact /1g'zaekt/
sh, ti, ssi /l/ Fish /f1f/, station /'steifn/, expression / 1k'spre[n /, Russia /'rafa/
j, g dg /d3z/ Judge /d3ad3/, cage /ke1dz/, wage /weidz/, gadget /' gaed3it/
ch, tch, tu /tl/ Teacher /'ti:t[a(r)/, butcher /'botfa(r)/, nature /' ne1tfa(r)/
y /il Yes /jes/, yesterday /'jestader/, yawn /jo:n/
r /r/ Real /'ri:al/, create/kri'ert/, fear /f1a(r)/, care /kea(r)/, wear /wea(r)/
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1.2.2. Tips for pronunciation of final ‘s’ and ‘ed’

1.2.1 PRONUNCIATION OF REGULAR PLURALS, GENITIVE- AND 3RD PERSON SINGULAR «S»:

/s/ after voiceless sounds (consonants): cats /kaets/, tips /tips/, kicks /kiks/, faults /fa:lts/.

/z/ after all voiced sounds: pens /penz/, cars /ka:z/, songs /sonz/, vows /vavz/.

/1z/ after sibilants: /s, z, |, tf, 3, d3/: bosses /'bosiz/, dishes /'difiz/, boxes /'boksiz/, searches / 's3:{1z/
1.2.2 PRONUNCIATION OF REGULAR VERBS IN PAST AND PAST PARTICIPLE «ED»:

/t/ after voiceless sounds (consonants): shopped /[opt/ picked /p1kt/, wished /wift/

/d/ after voiced sounds (some consonants and all vowels): lived /lzvd/, chilled /41ld/, enjoyed /in'dzo1d/
/1d/ after /d/ and /t/: wanted /'wontid/, dated /'dertid/, needed /ni:did/

ACTIVITIES

e Transcribe the following words phonemically:

# | Word Transcription # Word Transcription
1 | More 6 Why

2 | Sorry 7 Boy

3 | Book 8 Mayor

4 | Fur 9 There

5 | Pool 10 | Chewing

e Write the spelling for the following transcribed words:

# | Word Transcription # Word Transcription
1 /dat/ 6 /witf/

2 /a'nada(r)/ 7 /ws3:ld/

3 /'anda(r)/ 8 /la:dz/

4 /'earia/ 9 /'Oara/

5 /h1a(r)/ 10 /br'twi:n/

e Transcribe the following words (pay attention to finals):

# | Word Transcription # Word Transcription
1 | Kicked 7 Lies

2 | Finished 8 Myths

3 | Banned 9 Lambs

4 | Agreed 10 | Ropes

5 | Sorted 11 | Ridges

6 | Amended 12 | Garages




