


















































BIOLOGY PREFIXES AND 
SUFFIXES

The language of science



prefixes/suffixes Meaning Example and definition

A/An Without, negative Acellular vaccine/Anaerobic

Aero air Aerobic bacteria

Amphi Both, double Amphibians

Anti against Antioxidant, Antibacterial

Aqua/ hydro water Aquaculture industries

Anthro Human Anthropology

Auto self Autophagy, autochthonous



Bi/ di two Bisexual flowers

bio life Biodiversity

cephal head Cephalgia: Pain in the 
head.
Encephalitis: Inflammation 
of the brain.

Cyto/Cyte cell Adipocyte, Cytotoxic

cide kill Virucide, Bactericide

derm skin Dermatologist, 
dermabrasion

Ecto/exo outer Exoskeleton 

endo within Endocellular



gastro stomach Gastritis, Gastrectomy

genesis origin Pathogenesis

herba grass herbalism

hetero different Heterochromatic, 
Heterogeneous

homo same Homobaric, Homodemic
Homogeneous

hema blood Hematology, hemorrhage

hyper Over, above Hypertension, 
Hyperglycemia 

hypo Under, lower Hypotension, hypolipedemia



word meaning

intra_ Within, inside

Inter_ between

Iso_ equal

Lact_ milk

Leuk_ white

_logy science

_lysis destruction, decomposition

_meter measure

Macro_ large

Micro_ small



word meaning

Mono_ one

_morph_ shape

multi-_ / Poly_ many

Melan_ black

Neo_ new

Neuro_ nerve

Ocul_ eye

Olig_ Few, 

Oste_ bone

Ped_ Child, foot










