
that Day had taken post in West Springfield, and that he had fixed a guard at the
ferry house on the west side of the river, and that he had a guard at the bridge
over Agawam river. By this disposition all communication from the north and
west in the usual paths was cut off.

From a consideration of this insult on Government, that by an early move
we should instantly convince the insurgents of its ability and determination
speedily to disperse them; that we wanted the houses occupied by these men
to cover our own troops; that General Patterson was on his march to join us,
which to obstruct was an object with them; that a successful movement would
give spirits to the troops; that it would be so was reduced to as great a certainty,
as can be had in operations of this kind; from these considerations, Sir, with
many others, I was induced to order the troops under arms at three o’clock in
the afternoon, although the most of them had been so from one in the
morning.

We moved about half after three.… They made a little show of force for a
minute or two near the meeting house, and then retired in the utmost confusion
and disorder. Our horse met them at the west end of the village, but the insur-
gents found means by crossing the fields and taking to the woods to escape them;
some were taken who are aggravatedly guilty, but not the most so.

7. The Federalist Papers Illustrate the Advantages
of Ratification of the Constitution, 1787–1788

Factions and Their Remedy ( James Madison, No.10)

To the People of the State of New York:
Among the numerous advantages promised by a well constructed Union,

none deserves to be more accurately developed than its tendency to break and
control the violence of faction. The friend of popular governments, never finds
himself so much alarmed for their character and fate, as when he contemplates
their propensity to this dangerous vice….

By a faction I understand a number of citizens, whether amounting to a ma-
jority or minority of the whole, who are united and actuated by some common
impulse of passion, or of interest, adverse to the rights of other citizens, or to the
permanent and aggregate interests of the community….

The latent causes of faction are thus sown in the nature of man, and we see
them every where brought into different degrees of activity, according to the
different circumstances of civil society. A zeal for different opinions concerning
religion, concerning Government and many other points, as well of speculation
as of practice; an attachment to different leaders ambitiously contending for
pre-eminence and power; or to persons of other descriptions whose fortunes
have been interesting to the human passions, have in turn divided mankind

Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and James Madison, The Federalist Papers (New York: Random House, 1961), Nos. 10,
51, and 69.
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into parties, inflamed them with mutual animosity, and rendered them much
more disposed to vex and oppress each other, than to co-operate for their com-
mon good. So strong is this propensity of mankind to fall into mutual animosi-
ties, that where no substantial occasion presents itself, the most frivolous and
fanciful distinctions have been sufficient to kindle their unfriendly passions, and
excite their most violent conflicts. But the most common and durable source of
factions, has been the various and unequal distribution of property.… The regu-
lation of these various and interfering interests forms the principal task of modern
Legislation, and involves the spirit of party and faction in the necessary and ordi-
nary operations of Government….

… [A] pure Democracy, by which I mean, a Society, consisting of a small
number of citizens, who assemble and administer the Government in person,
can admit of no cure for the mischiefs of faction. A common passion or interest
will, in almost every case, be felt by a majority of the whole; a communication
and concert results from the form of Government itself; and there is nothing
to check the inducements to sacrifice the weaker party, or an obnoxious
individual….

A Republic, by which I mean a Government in which the scheme of repre-
sentation takes place, opens a different prospect, and promises the cure for which
we are seeking….

The two great points of difference between a Democracy and a Republic
are, first, the delegation of the Government, in the latter, to a small number of
citizens elected by the rest: secondly, the greater number of citizens, and greater
sphere of country, over which the latter may be extended.

The effect of the first difference is, on the one hand to refine and enlarge the
public views, by passing them through the medium of a chosen body of citizens,
whose wisdom may best discern the true interest of their country, and whose
patriotism and love of justice, will be least likely to sacrifice it to temporary or
partial considerations….

… [T]he same advantage, which a Republic has over a Democracy, in con-
troling the effects of faction, is enjoyed by a large over a small Republic—is
enjoyed by the Union over the States composing it. Does this advantage consist
in the substitution of Representatives, whose enlightened views and virtuous
sentiments render them superior to local prejudices, and to schemes of injustice?
It will not be denied, that the Representation of the Union will be most likely
to possess these requisite endowments. Does it consist in the greater security af-
forded by a greater variety of parties, against the event of any one party being
able to outnumber and oppress the rest? In an equal degree does the encreased
variety of parties, comprised within the Union, encrease this security. Does it, in
fine, consist in the greater obstacles opposed to the concert and accomplishment
of the secret wishes of an unjust and interested majority? Here, again, the extent
of the Union gives it the most palpable advantage….

In the extent and proper structure of the Union, therefore, we behold a
Republican remedy for the diseases most incident to Republican Government.
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The System of Checks and Balances (Alexander Hamilton

or James Madison, No. 51)

To the People of the State of New York:
To what expedient, then, shall we finally resort, for maintaining in practice

the necessary partition of power among the several departments, as laid down in
the Constitution? The only answer that can be given is, that as all these exterior
provisions are found to be inadequate, the defect must be supplied, by so con-
triving the interior structure of the government as that its several constituent
parts may, by their mutual relations, be the means of keeping each other in their
proper places….

… [T]he great security against a gradual concentration of the several powers
in the same department, consists in giving to those who administer each depart-
ment the necessary constitutional means and personal motives to resist encroach-
ments of the others. The provision for defence must in this, as in all other cases,
be made commensurate to the danger of attack. Ambition must be made to
counteract ambition. The interest of the man must be connected with the con-
stitutional rights of the place. It may be a reflection on human nature, that such
devices should be necessary to control the abuses of government. But what is
government itself, but the greatest of all reflections on human nature? If men
were angels, no government would be necessary. If angels were to govern
men, neither external nor internal controls on government would be necessary….

But it is not possible to give to each department an equal power of self-
defence. In republican government, the legislative authority necessarily pre-
dominates. The remedy for this inconveniency is to divide the legislature into
different branches.… As the weight of the legislative authority requires that it
should be thus divided, the weakness of the executive may require, on the other
hand, that it should be fortified….

A Defense of the Presidency (Alexander Hamilton, No. 69)

To the People of the State of New York:
I proceed now to trace the real characters of the proposed executive as they

are marked out in the plan of the Convention. This will serve to place in a
strong light the unfairness of the representations which have been made in regard
to it….

The President of the United States would be an officer elected by the peo-
ple for four years. The King of Great-Britain is a perpetual and hereditary prince.
The one would be amenable to personal punishment and disgrace: The person
of the other is sacred and inviolable. The one would have a qualified negative
upon the acts of the legislative body: The other has an absolute negative. The
one would have a right to command the military and naval forces of the nation:
The other in addition to this right, possesses that of declaring war, and of raising
and regulating fleets and armies by his own authority. The one would have a con-
current power with a branch of the Legislature in the formation of treaties: The
other is the sole possessor of the power of making treaties. The one would have
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a like concurrent authority in appointing to offices: The other is the sole author
of all appointments. The one can infer no privileges whatever: The other can
make denizens of aliens, noblemen of commoners, can erect corporations with
all the rights incident to corporate bodies. The one can prescribe no rules con-
cerning the commerce or currency of the nation: The other is in several respects
the arbiter of commerce, and in this capacity can establish markets and fairs, can
regulate weights and measures, can lay embargoes for a limited time, can coin
money, can authorise or prohibit the circulation of foreign coin. The one has
no particle of spiritual jurisdiction: The other is the supreme head and Governor
of the national church!—What answer shall we give to those who would per-
suade us that things so unlike resemble each other?—The same that ought to be
given to those who tell us, that a government, the whole power of which would
be in the hands of the elective and periodical servants of the people, is an aris-
tocracy, a monarchy, and a despotism.

8. Patrick Henry Condemns the Centralization of
Government If the Constitution Is Ratified, 1788

… I need not take much pains to show, that the principles of this system, are ex-
tremely pernicious, impolitic, and dangerous. Is this a Monarchy, like England—a
compact between Prince and people; with checks on the former, to secure the
liberty of the latter? Is this a Confederacy, like Holland—an association of a num-
ber of independent States, each of which retain its individual sovereignty? It is not
a democracy, wherein the people retain all their rights securely. Had these princi-
ples been adhered to, we should not have been brought to this alarming transition,
from a Confederacy to a consolidated Government. We have no detail of those
great considerations which, in my opinion, ought to have abounded before we
should recur to a government of this kind. Here is a revolution as radical as that
which separated us from Great Britain. It is as radical, if in this transition our rights
and privileges are endangered, and the sovereignty of the States be relinquished:
And cannot we plainly see, that this is actually the case? The rights of conscience,
trial by jury, liberty of the press, all your immunities and franchises, all pretensions
to human rights and privileges, are rendered insecure, if not lost, by this change so
loudly talked of by some, and inconsiderately by others. Is this same relinquish-
ment of rights worthy of freemen?...

Gentlemen have told us within these walls, that the Union is gone—or, that
the Union will be gone: Is not this trifling with the judgment of their fellow-
citizens? Till they tell us the ground of their fears, I will consider them as imagi-
nary: I rose to make inquiry where those dangers were; they could make no
answer: I believe I never shall have that answer: Is there a disposition in the
people of this country to revolt against the dominion of laws? Has there been a
single tumult in Virginia? Have not the people of Virginia, when laboring under
the severest pressure of accumulated distresses, manifested the most cordial

Patrick Henry, Speech to Virginia Ratifying Convention (1788).
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acquiescence in the execution of the laws? What could be more awful than their
unanimous acquiescence under general distresses? Is there any revolution in
Virginia? Whither is the spirit of America gone? Whither is the genius of America
fled? It was but yesterday, when our enemies marched in triumph through our
country: Yet the people of this country could not be appalled by their pompous
armaments: They stopped their career, and victoriously captured them: Where is
the peril now compared to that? Some minds are agitated by foreign alarms:
Happily for us, there is no real danger from Europe: that country is engaged in
more arduous business; from that quarter there is no cause of fear; You may sleep
in safety forever for them. Where is the danger? If, Sir, there was any, I would
recur to the American spirit to defend us;—that spirit which has enabled us to
surmount the greatest difficulties: To that illustrious spirit I address my most
fervent prayer, to prevent our adopting a system destructive to liberty ….

This Constitution is said to have beautiful features; but when I come to ex-
amine these features. Sir, they appear to me horridly frightful: Among other de-
formities, it has an awful squinting; it squints towards monarchy: And does not
this raise indignation in the breast of every American? Your President may easily
become King: Your Senate is so imperfectly constructed that your dearest rights
may be sacrificed by what may be a small minority; and a very small minority
may continue forever unchangeably this Government, although horridly defec-
tive: Where are your checks in the Government? Your strong holds will be in
the hands of your enemies: It is on a supposition that our American Governors
shall be honest, that all the good qualities of this Government are founded: But
its defective, and imperfect construction, puts it in their power to perpetuate the
worst of mischiefs, should they be bad men: And, Sir, would not all the world,
from the Eastern to the Western hemisphere, blame our distracted folly in resting
our rights upon the contingency of our rulers being good or bad.

9. George Washington Promises Freedom
of Religion for Jewish People, 1790

Gentlemen.
While I receive, with much satisfaction, your Address replete with expres-

sions of esteem; I rejoice in the opportunity of assuring you, that I shall always
retain grateful remembrance of the cordial welcome I experienced on my visit to
Newport, from all classes of citizens….

The Citizens of the United States of America have a right to applaud Them-
selves for having given to mankind examples of an enlarged and liberal policy: a
policy worthy of imitation. All possess alike liberty of conscience and immunities
of citizenship. It is now no more that toleration is spoken of, as if it was by the
indulgence of one class of people, that another enjoyed the exercise of their in-
herent natural rights. For happily the Government of the United States, which

George Washington, Letter to Moses Seixas (1790), in The Papers of George Washington, VI, ed. Mark A. Mastromarino
(Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 1996).
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