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London School 

Henry Sweet

pioneer in the phonetic 
study

work of the vocal organs 
based on historical 

studies

Daniel Jones

he continued the approach 
of Sweet

System of cardinal 
reference points

J.R. Firth

he turned linguistics into a 
recongnised academic 

subject

- Polysystematic principle

- Prosodic analysis

- Concepts of meaning

Micheal Halliday 

He was Firth Succesor and 
was focused on syntax 

systematic grammar

Rank 

the london school is more interested in stating the range of 
options open to a speaker, than in specifying how any particular 

set of choices from the range available is realised as a 
sequence of words.

 

The approach to language advocated by J.R. Firth during the 1950s.  is now known as the 

London School of linguistics. Long before the distinction between semantics and 

pragmatics had been established, Firth argued for the primacy of the context of 

situation in the communication of meanings.  

 

The London School of Linguistics is involved with the study of language on 

the descriptive plane (synchrony), the distinguishing of structural 

(syntagmatics) and systemic (paradigmatics) concepts, and the social 

aspects of language. Semantics is in the forefront. 

 

The school’s primary contribution to linguistics has been the situational theory of meaning in semantics (the dependence of the 

meaning of a linguistic unit on its use in a standard context by a definite person; functional variations in speech are distinguished on 

the basis of typical contexts) and the prosodic analysis in phonology (the consideration of the phenomena accruing to a sound: the 

number and nature of syllables, the character of sound sequences, morpheme boundaries, stress, and so on). 

 


