
The Thesis Statement 

In a paragraph the main idea is  stated in a topic sentence,  but  in an essay, the main idea
statement is generally called a  thesis  or  thesis statement.  The thesis is the main point your writing
will communicate. Everything in your essay should support your thesis statement. To generate a thesis
statement,  you  must  narrow your  writing  topic,  formulate  a  tentative  main  idea,  and  brainstorm
supporting ideas for the main idea. Once you have a good idea of what information you will use in
your essay, you should revise your tentative main idea statement into a thesis statement.

You may want to use a blueprinted thesis, which is a thesis that includes the main areas of support in
the order you will introduce them and thus acts as a blueprint for the essay. 

Example: My car has lots of disadvantages because it is unreliable, expensive, and unattractive.

Basically, there are two kinds of thesis statements-direct and indirect. (They may also be called stated
and implied thesis statements.)

1. Direct Thesis Statement. Some writers want to give a specific outline of their essays in their thesis
statements (blueprinted). Read the following example:

Example: The  main  problems  facing  this  nation  are  a  lack  of  job  opportunities  for  citizens,
government corruption, and limited university programs for poor students.

From this statement, the reader knows that the body of the essay has three main parts. The first

part will discuss job opportunities, the second part will talk about government corruption, and

the last part will talk about university programs for poor students. This kind of thesis statement is

called a stated thesis or a blueprinted thesis.

2.  Indirect  Thesis  Statement. Other  writers  are  not  so  direct.  Discussing  a  similar  topic  as  the

previous example, these writers might use this statement:

Example: There  are  three  important  problems  facing  the  nation  today  that  require  immediate

attention.

From this statement, the reader expects to find a discussion of problems in his or her country.

The reader is not given the specific information that will follow in the essay, but the general topic is

clear. In this case, the reader must continue reading to find the supporting ideas of the argument. This

kind of thesis statement is called an indirect thesis. 

The thesis creates a focus for the essay and should not be too broad or too narrow for the

assignment. A thesis that is too broad is a statement that is too large to be adequately developed in the

length essay you have been assigned. A thesis that is too narrow is a statement that is not large enough

to be developed into an essay. A well-focused thesis presents a main idea that can be adequately

developed in the number of paragraphs or pages you have been assigned to write.



 Example of an essay introduction (hook, connecting information, 
thesis statement)




