
TYPES OF MEANING

POLYSEMY & METAPHOR



Semantically speaking, meaning is classified into different types as shown below in the graph 

Reference: Margarita Goded Rambaud (2012). Basic semantics
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Interpreting meaning from context.

Eg. She was wearing a light coat (was she 
wearing a light coloured coat or a not heavy
one?).

Literal/non-literal

Functional/content



LEXICAL RELATIONS

HOMONYMY 

• When the same phonological unit has two or more unrelated senses. This can be a homograph (lap: 
circuit in a course vs. lap: part of  the body) or a homophone (write vs. right) (written vs. spoken)

POLYSEMY 

• It deal with multiple senses of  the same phonological unit. Polysemy is used if  the senses are 
considered to be related and homonymy if  the senses invoked are considered to be unrelated.eg. a. 
The newspaper got wet in the rain. b. The newspaper fired some of  its editing staff

SYNONYMY

• Synonyms are different phonological words that have the same or very similar meanings. For 
example: couch/ sofa, boy/lad, lawyer/attorney, toilet /lavatory, large/big



POLYSEMY





METAPHOR

• A figurative speech device

• A way of  expressing something by comparing it with something else that has similar characteristics

• It concerned with using words in abstract rather than literal ways

• Metaphor involves three elements: a source domain, usually concrete and familiar, a target domain, usually 
abstract or at least less well structured, and and a set of  correspondences.

Examples 

Time is money

Life is a journey 

He wins the argument



Examples of  metaphor 
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