
Course: British Literature          Level:  Master 01 civ& lit                    Lecturer: H. SEKHRI     

 

1 
 

PRE-REQUISITES : 

Some concepts that you should know before discussing the core issue of M1 syllabus: AMONG 

WHICH are the history of English literature and the main literary movements.  

An analysis of a work of literature begins with an understanding of the work’s context. This 

invariability requires some knowledge of the period in which the work was written, and what ideas or 

movements influenced its composition. For that reason, an overview of the history of English 

language literature is required.  

In the broadest terms, English language literature has undergone six major periods or movements 

since ancient times. They are usually described as follows:  

 Medieval (500-1500 A.D.), beginning with the fall of Rome and continuing until the 

Renaissance. The period comprises Anglo-Saxon and Middle English literatures.  

 Renaissance (1500-1660), ending with the Restoration of Charles II;  

 Neo-classical (1660-1800), beginning with the Restoration and continuing through the end of 

the end of the revolutionary period, when it was known as the “AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT” 

 Romantic (1800-1865), beginning in the last decades of the 18th century and continuing 

through the middle of the 19th , 

 Realist (1840- 1914), beginning in England with the accession of Queen Victoria, and 

continuing up to WWI; and  

 Modern (1900-1945), running from the turn of the twentieth century to the end of WWII. 

Each of these labels reflects a system of broad assumptions about the world that was more or less 

generally accepted by thinkers of the period. Familiarity with these assumptions can help you place 

the book you read in the proper historical and philosophical context- a key first step of analysis 
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Modernist Literature: 
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