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Welcome to the third edition of Writing to Communicate: Paragraphs and Essays.
We have been extremely pleased by the positive reaction to our book, and we have
taken note of the many excellent teacher and student suggestions that have helped
male this third edition an even more effective teaching tool.

What’s New and What's the Same

Based on feedback from teachers and students who have used the book, we have
introduced four new components to this third edition. First of all, each chapter
now begins with a vocabulary development section. There are also new exercises in
every chapter. Each chapter has been reorganized to include four major sections:

© Section I: Vocabulary Builder

e Section I: Writing Focus

e Section IIL: Structure and Mechanics
e Section IV: Writing to Communicate

| Finally, we have added a section after each major part of the textbook. Called
“Bringing It All Together,” this short section reviews the writing and grammatical
focus of the chapters in that part of the book.

However, the features that have made the Writing to Communicate texibook such a
lasting fixture among writing books have been retained. We have kept the emphasis
on accessible models of writing in this edition, although you will notice that most
of the models have been rewritten to bring in new topical areas and to update the
content. Secondly, the charts of organizational structures that teachers tell us they
find so useful are still there. The same is true of the Peer Help Worksheets at the
end of each chapter. Finally, the original organization of the book into three main
parts {I: Paragraphs, [I: The Essay, and III: Rhetorical Patterns) remains the same
in this third edition.

Writing to Communicate is now Writing to Communicate 2: Paragraphs and Essays,
and it is the second book in & series of writing books for the academic student.
The first book, Writing to Communicate 1: Paragraphs, covers the paragraph for
students at the high elementary level. The third book in the series, Writing to
Communicate 3: Essays and Short Research Papers, takes high intermediate to
advanced students through the process of writing a documented paper.

How to Use This Book

Section 1 of each chapter, the Vocabulary Builder, draws students into the topic
area of that chapter. The vocabulary in this section reappears in the models and
the writing assignments in Section 4. We suggest that you use the Vocabulary
Builder section for open-ended vocabulary discussions; the words are not intended
to be memorized.

Section 2 of each chapter is the Writing Focus section, where students study the
organization of the type of writing they will do in that lesson. In this section for
Part I11, you will find many charts and tables—or graphic organizers. Please feel
free to copy these graphic organizers onto a transparency to use in your classroom
for easy reference for the students. The purpose of the graphic organizers and the
model paragraphs and essays in Section 2 is for your students to see how the
components or “building blocks” of a piece of writing fit together and how they

To the Teacher Xi
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To the Teacher

build upon each other to shape a cohesive whole. We recommend that you allow
plenty of time for your students to analyze the models in Section 2 so that, over
time, the organizational patterns become second nature to them.

Section 3 of each chapter is the Structure and Mechanics section, which
emphasizes meaningful use of sentence connectors, such as transitions,
coordinating conjunctions, subordinating conjunctions, and prepositions, and the
vocabulary needed to build the organizational pattern of the writing exexcises. The
sentence connectors that are introduced in Section 3 will be very useful for your
students because these are the “signposts” of good cohesive writing in English.

The final section of each chapter, Writing to Communicate, contains the writing
assignments for the chapter as well as the Paragraph Checklist or Peer Help
Worksheet. In many cases, this will be where your students have a chance to use
the vocabulary they studied in Section 1 for their own writing.

The Chapters -

Part [

Chapters 1 and 2 review the most important aspects of paragraph structure.
Chapter 3 is entirely new and focuses on the steps in the process of producing
good writing, This chapter will be referred to in many of the subsequent chapters.

Part II

Each of the five chapters in this section focuses on one single aspect of the building
blocks that make up an essay: the complete organization of an essay, the thesis
statement, the introduction, the supporting paragraphs, and the conclusion of the
essay.

Part HI

This part contains four chapters. Bach introduces a different essay pattern to meet
different purposes of academic writing. This edition of the textbook has the
following rhetorical patterns: process, classification, persuasion, and
comparison/contrast.

Audience

The book is intended to fit into the middie level of a writing program that guides
students from beginning to advanced writing in academic English at the college
level. We expect that students who use this book have had some previous
experience with writing paragraph-length compositions, as well as some exposure
to the rhetorical structure of paragraphs These students usually score in the 40-60
range on the Internet-based TOEFL® (IBT) or 433-497 on the paper-based TOEFL
test. However, we have also had experience with students who score above this
range who have benefited from the materials in this book.

Appendices

Many teachers want to use extra copies of three of the charts in the appendices to
attach to students’ work: General Peer Help Worksheet, Paragraph and Essay
Evaluatior, and Suggested Correction Symbols. These pages may be photocopied
and distributed for classroom use.

Answer Key

An Answer Key with suggested answers to the exercises is published in a separate
booklet.



TO THE STUDENT

This book is designed to help you become a better writer of American English. It
will teach you about the process of writing. This process consists of more than just
picking up a pencil and writing a paragraph or an essay from beginning to end.
Writing is & process because it goes through many stages. It starts with
understanding what is expected of you in a writing assignment. Next, it involves
thinking about what you are going to write and planning how you are going to
organize it. The final steps involve writing, checking your work, and rewriting.
Being a good writer means you continually change, add to, and improve what you
have already written.

The major focus of this book is the organization of academic essays; that is, essays
that are written in college or university classes. These essays are somewhat formal
in nature and, as you will find, very direct. This style of organization may or may
not be the kind that you use in other languages or circumstances.

In addition to organization, you will learn other aspects of writing conventions,

* including punctuation, the use of connectors, and paragraph and essay format. To
become a better writer, you must start with the basics of format and organization.
Once these basics are under control (a process that may take some time}, there is
room for variation, as you will learn in later chapters.

Sometimes the hardest part of writing is deciding what you are going to say. That
is why the models in this book are organized around topics familiar to most
people. While you are doing the prewriting activities and reading the models, you
should think about the topic and how it relates to you and your life. Then, when
it’s time to write, you will have some ideas about what you want to say.

Finally, most of what you learn from this book is applicable to other types of
writing in English, such as business writing. By taking the time to learn the basics
in this book, you will improve your overall ability to communicate in English. We
hope that your experience with Writing to Communicate 2 is both a valuable and
an interesting one.

To the Student  Xiii
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WRITING 1N ENGLISH

INTRODUGTION:

Writing to communicate dates back thousands of years. Writing started as symbols
on a cave wall, and then, about 3,500 years ago, people began to use alphabets.

Diffevent languages use different writing systems.

Different languages also use different writing styles of organization. English
organization, for example, is fairly simple. English uses a straight line from
beginning to end. For instance, when English speakers read an article, they expect
the article to have a beginning, a middle, and an end. The beginning should say
what the article is going to be about, the middle should talk about the topic of the
article, and the end should say what the article was about. Here is a diagram of the
English style of writing.?

This is what | will write about,

{ am writing about it here.

Y This is what | wrote about.

Diagram 1: English Organization

Other languages organize writing differently. For example, Spanish organization is
similar to English, but the line from beginning to end isn’t so straight. Spanish
speakers write about the topic, but here and there they add something that is not
directly related to the topic. To a Spanish speaker, this makes the writing more
interesting. :

LB it hoiht paems i e

Introduction: Writing in English XV



Here is a diagram of the Spanish style of writing.

This is what | will
write about.

This is something
different. it will

make my paper
more interesting.

This is something

'm writing about it.

different. It will
maka my paper

more interesting.

This is what | wrote
about.

Diagram 2: Spanish Organization

The Japanese style of writihg is often circular. This

means that the topic comes at

the end of the article. In fact, sometimes, the writer doesn’t say what the topic is.
Instead, the writer gives hints to help the reader guess the topic. Here is a diagram

of the Japanese style of writing,

I'm thinking of a topic.

1 1 don't want to say
my topic, but I'm
4 sure that you

know it.

Hereis
another hint.

Here is another hint.

Diagram 3: Japanese Organization

xvi introduction; Writing in English

Hereis
a hint.

Here is another hint.




Still another style of writing is used in Arabic. To be a good writer in Arabic, you
need to write in a parallel style. This means that you write using coordinating
conjunctions, such as and, or, or but. {(You will learn more about these in

Chapter 1.) English, on the other hand, uses more subordinating conjunctions,
such as when, before, or until. (You will learn more about these in Chapter 3.)
Arabic writing is also more repetitive than English writing, with the main points
being restated in different ways throughout the text. To an Arabic reader, this style
is elegant and what is expected, but it is not the style for academic English writing.
Look at this diagram. It shows the repetition and cocrdination that is necessary
for good Arabic writing.

Here are my points.

and

Here are my points again.

- and

Here are my points again.

Diagram 4: Arabic Organization

It's important to understand that one style of writing isn't better than another, just
as one language isn’t better than another. The styles are just different. To be a
successful writer in any language, you need to learn the writing style in addition to
words and grammar rules.

In this book, you will learn the American English style of writing.

Introduction: Writing in English  xvil
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VOCABULARY BUILDER

The words holiday and vacation have different meanings in the United States.

A holiday is usually just one day, and it is celebrated by everyone on the same
day. Some holidays are national holidays. These holidays are work-free days for
most employees. Examples of these days are New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, and
Thanksgiving. Other holidays aren’t work-free days, but people celebrate them
anyway. Examples of these are Valentine’s Day and Halloween. Vacations, on the
other hand, are work-free periods for individuals at a time of their choosing.
These people don’t have to work, but everyone else does.

Read the list of activities that people typically do on holidays or vacations.
Check (&'} the ones that you alse do. Then share your answers with a partrer
or small group. Tell when you do the activities that you checked.

Bring treats to . Remember a Stay up until

your coworkers historical event midnight

Cook special foods _____ Remember . Takeatrip
____ Haveaparty someone who died . Watch a parade
______ Have a picnic — Send holiday cards __ Watch fireworks

Listento a speech —— ?Vt:éfcg?r{%e and Wear a .costume

2 Part| The Paragraph



WRITING FOCUS

What's your
favorite hofiday? .
Why? Share your
answer with a -
classmate.

Basic Organization

The paragraph is the basic unit of academic writing in English. Students who want
to study in a college or university need to learn how to write a paragraph because
all other types of academic writing, such as essays, reports, compositions, and
research papers, are based on the paragraph. In this chapter, you will learn about
the organization of a paragraph.

Academic paragraphs have a very specific organizational pattern. When you follow
this pattern, your paragraph will be easy for your reader to understand.

Look at this model paragraph. What is the purpose of each shaded part?

Model Paragraph 1

Go!den Week

Golden Week in Japan isa combsned cetebrat;on of four ho%ldays

The first takes place on April 29th, the b:rthday of fhe Emperor Showa _

and commemon’:ttes'i the 64 years that he was in power it Is a tlme for the B
Japanese people to remember ‘Ihls nmportant persod in the:r hlstory The second
holzday in Golden Week is Constltutlonaf Memonal Day Thss day marks the '
estabhshmens of the Japanese Constltu’aon on May 3, 1947 The next holtciay, on
Nan 4th, is called Mldormo hl and 13 a day for people to be outsscfe enjoytng the . .
environment. In fact, Midorino- hi meané “green day " Chlidren s Day, the fourth
holiday of Golden Week, is on May _Sth.__ "_Il'h:ls‘ho_hday celebrates the heaith and
happiness of chitdren, Traditioh_ally, this day_w;as' Boys’ Day, and some families

still r.ec_og.nize this. For example, they fly fiags“sbabed__i_ikebarpz outside their
homes to bring strength and Iéuc'c'es'sf to .tfi'ei_f boys.” ‘In short, Golden Week isa

whole week of celebration for the Japanese peopie.

Igommiemorate v femember ¢ someone or - Zoarp hn. typs of freshwater fish
someth;ng with aspemal ac:taon AP TE BU T  T

This paragraph begins with a sentence that introduces the topic and main idea of
the paragraph. It is called the topic sentence. The middle part of the paragraph is
called the body, and it consists of sentences that explain, or support, the topic
sentence. These sentences are called supporting sentences. The last sentence is
called the concluding sentence, which ends the paragraph by reminding the
reader of the main point of the paragraph.

Chapter 1: The Organization of Paragraphs 3



Basic academic writing in English is linear in structure; that is, it has a beginning,
a middle, and an end, and it continues directly from one part to the next. Once
you have mastered this organizational pattern, you will be able to use it in almost
all types of writing in English.

The Topic Sentence

A topic sentence is the most important sentence in a paragraph because it contains
the main idea of the paragraph. A good topic sentence has two parts: the topic and
the controlling idea. The topic is the subject of your paragraph. The controlling
idea limits the topic of your paragraph. It shows the aspect of that topic that you
want to explore in your paragraph, Look at these topic sentences:

p=g is a fun place to be on New Year’s Eve.
tople controlling idea

> has great entsriainment.
topic controfling idea

> is the world’s loudest city.
topic controlling idea

Each of these topic sentences has the same topic, New York, but a different
controlling idea. Each one would introduce a paragraph with different ideas
and information.

Most academic writing is done to persuade the reader that a point of view is
reasonable. For this reason, another important part of writing topic sentences is to
write a sentence that has a clear point of view, which is usually the writer’s
opinion. A statement of fact is not an effective topic sentence because there is
nothing more that can be said about it, and as a result, nothing to write in your
paragraph, Look at these two sentences:

2 Twenty-five people attended the company’s Halioween party.

2 The company’s Halloween party was a bore, as usual.

The first sentence above is not an effective topic sentence because it is a fact. It is
difficult to write mote about this because it is either true or false. However, since
the second sentence is an opinion, there is a lot the writer could say to convince

the reader that the party was a bore. Therefore, it is an acceptable topic sentence.

Another common way to write a topic sentence is to divide a topic into different
parts. Look at this sentence:

) has-three important days within the month of fasting.
opic controlling idea

For the topic sentence above, the writer explains the division of the topic into
parts. That explanation is the controlling idea. Circle the topics and underline the
controlling ideas in the sentences below.

2 There are three main kinds of holidays.

> Planning a good Fourth of July party requires five specific steps.

4  Part! The Paragraph



# PRACTICE 1. ldentifying Topics and Controlfing ldeas
Read each sentence, Circle the topic and underline the controlling idea.

1. India celebrates Christian, Hindu, and Islamic holidays.

2. -It’s fun to carve a Halloween pumpkin.

3. Independence Day is an important holiday in any country.

4. Going to big holiday parties is like a punishment to me.

5. Different countries have unique ideas about Santa Claus.’

6. The Western world should have a holiday to recognize senior citizens.
7. 1t's important to honor your mother on Mother’s Day.
8. Rain can ruin a picnic.

B PRACTICE 2: Evaluating Topic Sentences

Read each sentence and decide if it is a good topic sentence. Remember that topic
sentences should state an opinion or divide the topic into parts. If the sentence is a
good topic sentence, circle the topic and underline the controlling idea. If the sentence
- is not a good topic sentence, cross it out,
1. Japan has three holidays that honor family members.

2. President Lincoln established Thanksgiving as the fourth Thursday
in November. ‘ :

3. Making a costume for Halloween takes a lot of hard work.
4. International Women’s Day is March 8.
5. International Women’s Day is an important day.
6. You need four days to plan a holiday party.
7. Africans celebrate Africa Day, which marks the end of colonial rule.
8. Different African nations celebrate Africa Day with different activities.
9. In some countries, May Day is also called Labor Day.
10. There are many reasons to stay home on New Year’s Eve,

# PRACTICE 3: Writing Topic Sentences

Choose two holidays that are celebrated in your country. Write a topic sentence for
each holiday following this example.

Topic (holiday): Earth Day

Controlling idea (what to How i s celebrated

say about the holiday):

Topic sentence: To celebrate Earth Day, my fows organizes fiut
but u.sﬁfu/ actinties.

1. Topic:

Controlfing idea:

Topic sentence:

(continued)
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2, Topic:

Controliing idea:

Topic sentence:

The Body (Supporting Sentences)

Supporting sentences explain the topic sentence. One common way to do this is
with facts. Look back at the model paragraph on page 3 and note the sentences
with facts, such as:

¥ The seccnd holiday in Golden Week is Constitutional Memorlal Day.

¥ This day marks the establishment of the Japanese Constitution on
May 3, 1947.

B PRACTICE 4: Analyzing Model Paragraph 2
Answer these questions about the model paragraph below.

1. In the topic sentence, circle the topic and underline the controlling idea.
2. How many facts are given as support?

Model Paragraph 2
An Expenswe Hohday

Vatentme s Day is a very expenswe hohday Typlcaliy, peop[e who are in
love wlth each other exchange glfts The gifts often cost a lot of money, o
sometlmes as much as $1 00. If you don’t spend that much your sweetheart:
mlght thank you don't care For examp!e one of tha most popular glfts s
chocolate Oneé box of | nice chocolates may cost $20 or more, whlch adds up to
a million doi!ars or more spant in the Unlted States on chocolate for a single day!
Flowers are aiso a common gsft and they cost more than chocolate so saies of
fiowers may amount to $5 mslhon in one day! In add:tlon it is often expected that
you and your sweetheaft w:li go out to dznner on that evemng A romantuc dinner
at a nice restaurant may cost $1{}O or more per person In conc!us&on, if you plam
Vto ce!ebrate Valentme s Day, make sure you have a ot of money

A second way to support a topic sentence is with examples. In the model
paragraph on page 3, the following supporting sentence is an example.

® For example, they fly flags shaped like carp outside their homes to bring
strength and success to their boys.

B PRACTICE 5: Analyzing Model Paragraph 3

Answer these questions about the model paragraph that follows.
1. In the topic sentence, circle the topic and underline the controlling idea.
2. How many examples are given as support?
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Model Paragraph 3

Valentine’s Day Overload’

Three or fdur weeks before Valentine’s Day, yeu begm to..
see an overabundance? of reminders of this onlwao_r_-lﬂover.s -
holiday aimoet everywhere For example, you see red heéarts
and cupids in every shop and restaurant. Shops want you to
buy a glﬁ for your valentane and restauranis hope that you k
wz!f treat your valentme to an expensive drnner Another r' s

‘ example of Valenirnes Day reminders is see:ng the

commercials on TV, which tell you about all the woncferfut o

presents and cards that 'you can buy for that specral someone Even on your own

computer vou fi nd pop-Up advertisements telhng you where to get a gift for- your

valentine. lnternet spam even fells you how to find a valentme if you don't have one 2n :
- short, lts compfeteiy impossible to hide from Valeﬂtme s Day, 50, fo keep your sansty,

sit down and walt It out.

The third common way of supportmg a topic sentence is by using an illustration
that is based on a personal experience. This next model paragraph relates a
personal experience about Valentine’s Day.

PRACTICE 6: Analyzing Model Paragraph 4
Answer these questions about the model paragraph below.

1. In the topic sentence, circle the topic and underline the controlling idea.
2. How does the body of this paragraph support the topic sentence?

Model Paragraph 4

A Sad Valentine

Valentine's Day makes me feei bad if | am alone For example, Jast Valent:nes _

Day, | was anne because | had broken up with my boyfriend the week before
Instead of celebr&tmg like ! did the year before, | stayed in and ate a frozen pizza

_and a candy bar in front of the TV. | was s0 upset. Then | found the present that |
was going to give him on Valentine’s Day. It was a cute teddy bear' holding a big
heart that sard “I Jove you!” As 1 held R, | realized that the only Valentine card 1 had
recesved was frommy grandmother | started to ory. In conclusion, Valentine’s Day _
can only be a happy day for me if | have someone 1o share it with.
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Major and Minor Supporiing Sentences

In terms of organization, especially of expository paragraphs, there are two types
of supporting sentences: major supporting sentences and minor supporting
sentences. Major supporting sentences teil us about the topic sentence. Minor
supporting sentences tell us more about the major supporting sentences.

B PRACTICE 71 Analyzing Supporting Sentences

Look again at the paragraph “Golden Week” on page 3. Below, it has been
diagrammed to show the parts of a paragraph, including the major and minor
supporting sentences. Draw arrows to show that the major supporting sentences
support the topic sentence and that the minor supporting sentences support the major
supporting sentence above them. The first two have been done for you

Topic Sentence (TS
¥ Golden Week in Japan is a combined celebration of four holidays.

Major Supporiing Sentence (SS)

B The first takes place on April 29th, the birthday of the Emperor Showa,
and commemorates the 64 years that he was in power.

Minor Supporting Sentence (ss)

P 1 is a time for the Japanese psopie to remember this important
period in thelr history.

Major Supporting Sentence (SS)

¥ The second holiday in Golden Week is Constitutional Memorial Day.

Minor Supporting Sentence (ss)

¥ This day marks the establishment of the Japanese Constitution on
May 3, 1947,

Major Supporting Sentence {8S)

2 The next holiday, on May 4th, is called Midorino-hi and is a day fbr people
to be outside enjoying the environment.

Minor Supporting Sentence (ss}
® in fact, Midorino-hi means “green day.”
Major Supporiing Senfence (S8)
¥ Children's Day, the fourth holiday of Golden Week, is on May 5th.

Minor Supporting Sentence (ss}
P This holiday celebrates the health and happiness of children.

Minor Supporting Sentence (ss)

¥ Traditionally, this day was Boys' Day, and some families stil
recognize this.

Minor Supporting Sentence {ss)

¥ For exampie, they fly fiags shaped like carp outside their homes
to bring strength and success to their boys.

Concluding Sentence (CS)

» In short, Golden Week is a whole week of celebration for the Japanese pecple.
8 Partl The Paragraph




All major supporting sentences do not need to have the same number of minor
supporting sentences. In fact, sometimes you will not have any minor supporting
sentences at all.’

PRACTICE 8: Diagramming a Paragraph

Diagram the paragraph “Valentine’s Day Overload” on page 7 on a separate sheet of
paper. Indicate the major supporting sentences and the minor supporting sentences.
Use the example on page 8 as a guide.

The Concluding Sentence

The concluding sentence of a paragraph is generally needed in a stand-alone
paragraph. Usually, a concluding sentence is a restatement of the topic sentence.
That is, it gives the same information as the topic sentence, but the information is
expressed in a different way. Concluding sentences usually start with a transition,
such as all in all, in conclusion, in short, or in summary. Not all concluding
sentences need a transition, however. You as the writer decide if it is necessary.

- Look at this paragraph and underline the topic sentence and the concluding
sentence. What synonym in the concluding sentence is the restatement for the
controiling idea “not sad” in the topic sentence?

Model Paragraph 5

The Day of _the Dead - -

Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead, is not a sad ocoasion in Mexico. In fact,
it is a time of célebratin'gr the .contihui’cy'_‘_of I.i;;’:e_ since "deatﬁ s a part of life. On Diade
fos Muertos, Mexicans usually go to the c:asufne‘;ery1 _wh_eré fheir ancestors and loved
ones are buried. They bring bright and' éolorfui ﬂo'_wers to decorate the graves? and
honor their ancestors. Another way of remermbering toved ones is to tell long stories
about their lives. These stories can be funny and sad at the same time. Thete are also
grand picnics at the cemeteties, where all kinds of delicious foods are serVéd. The
dessert is often sugar candy in the shape of a sku!ig_ ora ske]etc:vn.4 In short, contra;ry.

to its name, Dia de fos Muetics is a happy, fami!y—oréersted holiday in Mexico.

A second, less common way to conclude a paragraph is to write a sentence that
summarizes the main points in the body of the paragraph.
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As you read ¢his paragraph, underline the major supporting sentences. Then notice
how the concluding sentence mentions the topic of each major supporting
sentence.

Model Paragraph 6

Celebrating the New Year

The new year is ceiebrafed througheut the world at many different times,
based on the solait or ]unar2 calendar. January 1is recogmzed throughout the
world as the begmmrzg of the new year, but this date is the begmn:rag of the :

: Chﬂstian year based on the Gregorian solar calendar The Jeweh hew year is_

‘ 'called Rosh Hashaﬂah it ls celebrated in September or ‘October because the

7‘ Hebrew calendar is lunar. The Chmese new year, celebrated in many Asian
countries fo%Eows a lunar ca[endar and comes on a day between January 10 and

' February 19, lslamxc countries aiso use a lunar calendar. Thelr new year
ce!ebratlon is m the sprlng, and the date varles dependmg on the year. in short,
Christians use the solar calendar whereas Jews, Asians, and Muslims use a lunar

caiendar to determine when to celebrate the new year

1;eqi'ar_'ae§f.'rel'étea to thé sun’ . S %[un‘ar adj. related to"the 'rrzo_en'. s

PRACTICE 9: Choosing a Concluding Sentence

Read the following paragraph. Choose the concluding sentence that you think is best
by checking (') the box next to it. Then explain your choice to a classmate.

Sankt Hans

The Scandinavian holiday of Sankt Hans is a combination of a traditional
popular celebration and a religious cne. The old tradition was to celebrate the
longest day of the year, June 21, : e
as a magical time. In honor of the sun,
people would light huge tonfires! and
dance and sing. The old customs also
included lots of good food cooked over
smaller bonfires and plenty of homemade
beer. When the Christian refigion was
introduced to Scandinavia about 1000

years ago, the religious authorities were

not particularly pleased with these popular

pagan? rituals,® and they decided to dedicate the day to Saint Johannes instead.

In fact, the narme Sankt Hans is a simplification of Saint Johannes. Over time,
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however, most peaple have forgotien the religlous meaning of Sankt Hans, and
they have gone back to the traditional celebration with bonfires, music, food, and

parties with family and friends.

x

O In short, Sankt Hans is an interesting Scandinavian holiday.

O In short, Scandinavians still celebrate Sankt Hans as they did over a thousand
years ago.

O In short, both tradition and religion played a role in developing the current-day
Scandinavian holiday Sankt Hans.

' Sentences and Punctuation

The use of punctuation marks varies greatly from language to language. In
academic writing in English, the rules of punctuation must be followed carefully.
To use punctuation marks correctly, you must have a basic understanding of
sentence structure. A sentence must have an independent clause. Look at the
meanings of these words to help you understand what an independent clause is.

independent: able to stand alone; not dependent on something else
clause: a group of words containing a subject and a verb

independent clause: a group of words that contains a subject and a verb and that
can stand alone

Note that the basic punctuation pattern for a sentence is to begin it with a capital
letter and end it with a period.

Sentence (an independent clause)

2> St. Patrick’s Day honors Irish Americans,
subject verb

Not a sentence (not an independent clause)
2 When Irish Americans are honored on St. Patrick’s Day. -

This is not independent because we don’t know what happens when Irish
Americans are honored.

Corrected Sentence:

P Restaurants serve green drinks when Irish Americans are honored on
St. Patrick’s Day.

Not a sentence {(a phrase)

_‘23" Honaring Irish Americans on St. Patrick’s Day.
This is not independent because there is no verb.
Corrected Sentence:

2 Honoring lrish Americans on St, Patrick's Day is a long-held tradition.
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B PRACTICE 10: identifying Sentences

Read each group of words and decide whether it is a sentence. If it is, put a capital
letter at the beginning and a period at the end. If it isn’s, work with a partner and
change it into a complete sentence.

1. in the United States, religious holidays often hecome nonreligious

the government of the United States recognizes eight holidays by giving its
employees the day off

parents hiding several hundred Easter eggs

2.

W

FIEN IR T RN

. when we spent a long holiday weekend in the mountains
. most people look forward to long holiday weekends

after the celebration was over
lighting bonfires on the beach during the summer
in Germany, you bring a picnic to work on your birthday

Connecting Sentences
Using Coordinating Conjunctions

You can improve your writing by connecting two independent clauses into one
sentence, This makes your writing more sophisticated and cohesive. One way to
combine two sentences is to use a comma and a coordinating conjunction.

When coordinating conjunctions are used to combine two independent clauses,
they establish a relationship between the sentences. The relationship depends on
the coordinating conjunction that you choose. There are seven coordinating
conjunctions, and you can easily remember them by remembering the word

FANBOYS,
F for
A and
N nor

B but
0 or
Y yet
8 50
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{cause)
(addition)
{choice)

(difference)
(choice)

{difference)

{result)

Monday is a holiday, for it is Labor Day.
Monday is a holiday, and Tuesday is a holiday.

Monday isn’t a holiday, nor is Tuesday a holiday.
{Note: When you use nor in this way, you must use
question word order after it.)

Monday is a holiday, but Tuesday is not a holiday.

We'll celebrate the holiday on Monday, or we'll
celebrate it on Tuesday.

Monday is a holiday, yet Tuesday isn’t a holiday.

Monday is a holiday, so we don’t have to go to
school.



Using Commas with Goordinating Conjunctions
There are three rules for using commas with coordinating conjunctions:

1. When coordinating conjunctions are used to connect independent clauses,
they are preceded by a comma.

2= Aprit Fool's Day was my favorite holiday as a child, and it is still fun for me
as an adult.

2 Martin Luther King Day is a national holiday, yet some employees must work.
2 Arbor Day honors trees, so many people plant trees on this day.
P We can't go out to celebrate, nor can we stay home.

2. If the clause that comes after the coordinating conjunction doesn’t have a
subject and verb, do not use a comma.

P Annie got up late and forgot to call her mother on Mother's Day.

3. Although you may see coordinating conjunctions begin a sentence after a
period, this is not considered good academic style Instead, begin a new
sentence with a transition with the same meaning. {Chapter 3 discusses
transitions.)

Nonacademic style

> We were going to go to the Hal!oween party. But we didn't know what time
it started.

Academic style

> We were going to go to the Halloween party. However, we didn't know
what time it started.

PRACTICE 11: Combining Sentences with Coordinating Conjunctions

Combine the pairs of sentences with an appropriate coordinating conjunction. Be sure
to use a comma between the sentences. Try to use each coordinating conjunction. More
than one correct answer is possible. The first one has been done for you.

1. Bastille Day commemorates the birth of the modern nation of France. The
Prench celebrate it with parades and parties.

Bastille Day commemorates the bivth of the moderv vation of France, s0 the French

celebyate i with parades and parfies,

OR
The French celebrate Bastille Day with parades and partizs, for it commemorates the
birth af' the modern nation of France.

2. Min So0 hates shopping for the winter holidays. He does all his shoppmg in
the summer.

{continued)
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3. You can serve turkey for the holiday dinner. You can serve ham.

4. Naoto loves to celebrate New Year’s Eve. He’s too sick to go out this year.

5. Poinsettias are popular plants at Christmas. They bloom in the winter.

6. The Easter egg isn’t in plain view. It isn’t completely hidden.

7. Katia and her family celebrate Pushkin’s birthday. He was a great Russian poet.

8. Peiya doesn’t like fireworks. She watches them with her children.

9. Mexican children love skeleton candy. They look forward to Dia de los Muertos.
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Paragraph Format

When you write a paragraph in English, you must use correct paragraph format.
Read the rules for paragraph format in the list below. Then, look at the diagram.
. Put the number of the appropriate rule in the square(s).

1. Put your name and the date in the upper righthand corner.

2. Center your title on the next line. '

3. Indent the first sentence by using the tab key or by going in five spaces

to the right.

4. Start each sentence with a capital letter.

5. End each sentence with a period, a question mark, or an exclamation point.

6. Begin each sentence where the previous sentence ends.

7. Write on every other line, This is called double-spacing.

8. Put margins of about one inch on each side of the paper.

U Name
Date
dTitle
Ll
DXXXXXX)Q@ZXYYYXYYYY RRRIIII, K PO S OOeCeed
o (|

KEEE KT T KT T IR IIIR, R ET IR R IKE I LI T KRR,

KRR R XX L R o R K KK KKK KKK

: u

HHXREF.

Somne teachers accept handwritten papers, but many prefer that you do your work
on a computer. There are additional considerations for writing on the computer,

which you can find in Appendix 3 on page 178.

% WRITING TO COMMUNICATE -

Your Turm

You have learned a lot about paragraphs in this chapter. Now you are ready to
write your own paragraph. Look back at Practice 3 on page 5. Choose one of the
holidays for which you wrote a topic sentence, or choose another holiday that you
know about. Write a topic senience, the supporting sentences, and a concluding
sentence. Be sure to use good paragraph format.
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Paragraph Checldist

Use this paragraph checklist as a reminder of everything that you need to have in a
paragraph. Check off (¢} the items that are true. If any of the items are not
checked off and you need them, correct your paragraph and then complete the
checklist.

CONTENT
What does the body of the paragraph consist of? (Check all that apply.)
T e Lol A
b. exarﬁples P Ll
¢. an i_t[;jstratioh based on personal experience ............. L3
ORGANIZATION
Y s there a topic sentence that contains the main idea
Of tHE PArAGIAPNT .ttt v i ee e e e 3
%2 Does the topic sentence have a topic and a
CONtrolling IEA7 ... vee ittt e 3
&3 Are there any major supporting sentences? ................. .

Are some of the major supporting sentences
explained by minor supporting sentences? . ............. ... U

&] What does the concluding sentence do? (Check one.)
a. restates the tOPIC SENTENCE .. ...t vneeienens 1
‘b, summarizeé the main points of the body of the paragraph ... [
MECHANICS '

#¥ How many coordinating conjunctions are used
in the paragraph?

Are commas used correctly with coordinating
conjunctions?

Writing to Communicate . . . More
For more writing practice, choose one of these assignments.

1. Choose another holiday from your country and write about it
2. Explain how your family celebrates a certain holiday.

3. Write about a holiday celebration that you remember.

4, Make up a new holiday and explain how to celebrate it.
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It VOCABULARY BUILDER

PR

Below is a chart with verbs that you can use to talk about the history of a country.
Work with a classmate to fill in the past tense form and the past participle form.

-.:';Vgr_b : |

bring .
build
oo
descend.
eéiéblish ‘
fall .
feel
Jgrow

- Past
Form

begin . . began

Past
Participle

has bczqun

Past
Form

Verb
tead
fose
make
ride
spread
say
take
think
wear

write

Past
Participle
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| WRITING FOCUS

In Chapter 1, you learned that a well-written paragraph has three separate parts: a
topic sentence, supporting sentences, and a concluding sentence. In addition to
organization, writing in English must also have the characteristics of coherence,
cohesion, and unity.

Coherence

A paragraph has coherence when the supporting sentences are ordered according
to a principle. The sentences are put in order so that the reader can understand
your ideas easily. The principles for ordering depend on the type of paragraph
you are writing.

There are three main types of paragraphs. Narrative paragraphs tell a story,
descriptive paragraphs tell what something looks like physically, and expository
paragraphs explain something.

Marrative Paragraphs and Chronological Ordering

For a narrative paragraph, you must use good chronological ordering of
sentences. This means that the supporting sentences tell the events of a story in the
order that they happened. In other words, the events must be ordered according to
time. Another order might confuse the reader.

PRACTICE 1: Chronological Ordering

The following paragraph tells about an important event in the history of the world. It
clearly tells the story of that one event as it happened through time. As you read,
number the actions on page 19 according to the order in which Armstrong took them.

Model Paragraph 1

A Walk on the Moon

July 21, 1969, was an unforgettable day for all the citizens of planet Earth,
particularly Neil Armstrong. After traveling for three days, the Apclio 11 spacecraft
landed on the moon. Before Armstrong descended the ladder, he got dr_essed in
his space suit. The entire world was watching when he openad the deor of the
Apollo 11 lunar module! and descended the fadder. He put his right foot on the
moon's surface. Next he said the now-famous phrase, “One small step for a rrian', :
one giant leap for mankind.” Then his fellow astronaut Buzz Aldrin joined him.

. Together, they performed scientific experiments and also had some fun
enter%aiping the world with their lunar antics.2 Since that day, several other people

have walked on the moon, but none inspired a whaole world in quite the same way,
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descended the ladder performed scientific experiments

got dressed in his space . prepared to take a step on the
suit moon - .
_ had some fun entertaining put his right foot on the
the world moon’s surface
opened the door of the " said the now-famous phrase, “One
Apollo 11 lunar module small step for a man, one giant leap

for mankind.”

Descriptive Paragraphs and Spatial Ordering

A descriptive paragraph paints a picture with words so that readers can picture

in their minds the object or place you're describing. To make this easy for your
readers, use spatial ordering. In other words, describe your object as it appears in
space—when you are looking directly at it. Describe it from top to bottom, from
left to right, from right to left, or from front to back.

" @ PRACTICE 2: Spatial Ordering

In the model paragraph below, a flag is described from left to right and from top to
bottomn. Read the paragmph and then czrcle the picture of the flag on page 20 that
is being described.

Model Pamgra.ph 2

The leerlan Flag

“The f]ag of Liberia, an African country estabiished in 1842 is simple in its
des:gn Overall the flag is a rectangle apprommately twice as wide as it is high. In
the upper Eeft hand corer |s a square of dark biue, which stands for Africa. The
square iS a Elttle less thana sxxth of the entire flag. On the square of biue, there is
one star This star has five pomts and symbohzes the fact that Liberia was the
fsrst mdependent republsc in Africa. The rest of the flag has eleven s‘frtpes1 of recf
and white. Each stripe represents one of the original signers of leersas
constitution. On the right s:de of the blue square, there are five stripes. Under the
blue square are six str:pes The top str:pe of the fEag is red, and the bottc}m ohe
is, too In short, this straightforward2 design of the Liberian flag has no’c changed

ssnce 1847 when it was f:rst flown for the new nation.
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Expository Paragraphs and Logical Ordering

Expository paragraphs also require good coherence. The principle, however, is
different. With expository paragraphs, coherence is based on logic or reason. This
is called logical ordering. The ordering of the supporting sentences follows a
logical pattern of major supporting sentences and minor supporting sentences.

Unlike time or space, logic depends on a person’s view, so the ordering of
supporting sentences is not as strict. You as the writer make decisions about
what is a logical way of presenting your ideas.

Model Paragraph 3

Early Environmentalism?

The idea of environmentalism in the United States really started in the
1900s with two prominent? nature lovers. First, there was Henry David Thoreatl.

Thoreau lived for a short time in the woods by Walden Pond in Massachusetts.

The book he wrote about his experience was publ'is_hed in 1854 and put forth the

idea of natural living. The second person to bring attention o nature was John

_Wha}t ‘ Muir. His travels and éxp@ri'ences in the western part of the United States,
ehvironmental : :
organizations are especially in California's Yosemite Valley, led him to form the country's first

working in your
country? Tell your

. s*taessma’{es about today in preserving nature. In short, we can thank Henyy David Thoreau and John

_environmental organization. It was cafled the Sierra Club and is still very aclive

Muir for starting the environmental movement? in the Uniied States.

PRACTICE 3: Diagramming a Paragraph

Diagram Model Paragraph 3 above. Look at page 8 to review how to diagram
a paragraph. :
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In your diagram, you should have identified two major supporting sentences:
First, there was Henry David Thorean and The second person to bring attention to
nature was John Muir, The writer of this paragraph thought that it was logical to
discuss Thoreau before discussing Muir. However, another writer might have
decided to first talk about Muir and then Thoreaw. Both orderings are possible
because logic is not always the same to people,

PRACTICE 4: Working with Coherence

Identify each of these paragraphs as narrvative (N), descriptive (D), or expository (E).
Write the correct letter on the line after the number. Then circle the sentence that is
out of order and draw an arrow to indicate where it should go.

Native Wampanoag Clothes

The Wampanoag people, the native people who greeted the first setilers
to North America in the 1600s, wore functional® clothing with few decorations.
A Wampanoag man usually wore a feather in his fong hair. On his feet,
especially in the winter, he wore elk-skin moccasings.2 His shirt was short-
sleeved and made of deerskin. in cold weather, a robe of beaver fur covered his
shoulders as well. Around his neck, he wore necklaces made from bones,
shells, and claws.® His underwear was made from skunk fur, but his leggings?
were made from deerskin. The ties that kept the leggings up were made from
hemp grown in the area. All in all, the first sightings of the Wampanoag revealed

a very practically dressed people.
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) 7. Brasilia
-Brasilia, the capitai of 'Braz,ii, is a good example of a planned city. First of

all, the government of Brazil wanted to establish a capital city in the heart of

- the couniry and hired Licio Costa to design the city. The canstruction
happened quickly because workers came from every part of Brazil to build the
city. Costa envisioned? the City 'in:’shé shape of a cross, with wide avenues
dividing parts of the city. Indeed, from the sky looking down, Brasilia actually
looks like an airplane or a bird wit[% opened wings. Moreover, Brasflia was
intended as a place where the.diffarent peoples and cultures of Brazil could
come together. It was built in less than four years, and it was officially
inaugurated? on Aprit 21, 1960. Today, Brasilia is a thriving city, where people
from around the country have come to establish their own cuiture. In shott,

Braziiians are understandably proud of their capital city, Brasfia.

l'

The Accidental Discovery

Louis Pasteur, the famous French scientist, unintentionally! discovered the

principles of vaccination® against diseases. In 1879, while he was studying the

3
a

=

disease of cholera,® he injected? some chickens with samples of the disease.

e

D L R R FATIEA ST S

He thought that he was using a recent sample of cholera, but it was an old
sample. The chickens got sick, but then they recovered. Later, he Injected them
again with a sample that he knew was recent. The chickens were supposed to
die, but they didn’i. Pasteur was surprised when noné of the chickens even got
sick. In conclusion, Louis Pasteur, without knowing it, discovered that an oid

sampie of a disease, used as a vaccination, can prevent the disease.
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Cohesion

Another characteristic of a good paragraph is cohesion. When a paragraph has
cohesion, all the supporting sentences connect to each other in their support of the
topic sentence. The methods of connecting sentences to each other are called
cohesive devices. Four important cohesive devices are connectors, definite
articles, personal pronouns, and demonstrative pronouns.

Connectors

There are many kinds of connectors that provide cohesion. In other chapters,

you will Jearn more about these connectors, such as coordinating conjunctions
(discussed in Chapter 1), subordinating conjunctions (discussed in Chapter 3),
transitions (discussed in Chapter 4), and prepositions (discussed in Chapter 5).

The Definite Article

A second way to connect sentences is to use the definite article the. A noun with a
definite article often relates to a previously mentioned noun. For example:

> | bought a history book yesterday.
| needed the history book for my classes.

It’s obvious that these two sentences are talking about the same history book
“because of the definite article in the second sentence. In fact, if the definite article
were not used, these two senténces would not be related. Look at these two
sentences:

» | bought a history i}o_ok yesterday.
> ] needed a history book for my classes.

PRACTICE 5: Finding the Definite Article

Look back at the paragraph “The Liberian Flag” on page I 9. Circle all of the definite
articles.

Personal Pronouns

Another way to help a paragraph have good cohesion is by using personal
pronouns. A pronoun usually refers back to a previous noun--its antecedent.
For example:

¥ John is a history teacher.
P He just got a job at the local high school.

Using the personal pronoun ke in the second sentence connects these two
sentences. In fact, if you didn’t use pronouns, you would have a second sentence
that might not seem related to the first one. For example:

2 John is a history teacher,
7 John just got a job at the local high school.
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B PRACTICE 6: Finding Personal Pronouns

Look back at the paragraph “A Walk on the Moon” on page 18. Circle each of the
personal pronouns. Then draw an arrow back to its antecedent.

Demonsirative Adjectives and Pronouns

Another way to provide cohesion is to use the demonstrative adjectives and
pronouns this, that, these, and those. Like previous cohesive devices, they require
antecedents in order to help connect sentences to those that came before, For
example:

2 The history of the Wampanoag people is typical.

¥ These people lost land and their way of life.
demonsirative adjective

B The Wampanoag people lost their way of life,

¥ This was tragic.
demaonstrative pronoun

You could also use the definite article instead of the demonstrative pronoun to
indicate that the two sentences go together. However, you must use one or the
other. If you dom't, then these two sentences aren’t connected. For example:

T,

> The history of the Wampanoag people is typical.

#  People lost land and their way of life.

# PRACTICE 7: Working with Cohesive Devices

The paragraph below lacks cohesion because it doesn’t have connectors, definite
articles, personal pronouns, or demonstrative pronouns. Rewrite the paragraph on a
separate piece of paper. Make the cohesion better by:

® adding this transition: in short
@ using a pronoun for the underlined parts

¢ using the definite article or a demonstrative pronoun for the double
underlined parts

The Pony Express

in 1880, Pony Express riders were loved because Pony Express riders
dsiivered mail in the United States relatively quickly, but Pony Express riders’
iob was very difficut. A typical day for & Pony Express rider hegan before
sunrise. A Pony Express rider took a mail bag and rode at a horse’s full speed
for twenty-five miles to a station. Then, Pony Express rider jumnped off g horse
and jumped on another horse, still carrying a mall bag. There was no time for g
Pony Express rider to stop and talk or even eat. Next, Pony Express rider had
1o Iride another twenty-five miles to g next station. At a peint, a2 Pony Express rider
was only two-thirds finished with g trip. By the end of the day, a Pony Express
rider had to cover seventy-five miles. Only then could a Pony Express rider rest

and eat and get ready for a next day, A Pony Express rider’s job was exhausting.
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Unity

The final characteristic of a well-written paragraph is unity. All the supporting
sentences should relate to the topic sentence. The following paragraph is a
description of Pha That Luang, a Laotian monument. All the supporting sentences
should be part of the description, but one sentence is not. A sentence that does not
belong in a paragraph is called an ixrrelevant sentence.

Find the irrelevant sentence in this paragraph and cross it out.

A National Treasure

Fha That Luang is a beautiful monument {o the independence of the
Laotian people. On top of a hill in the capital city, Pha That Luang can be seen
for miles. [n fact, when | first saw it, | was at least 10 miles away. lis base is a

square with four walls that fook like large lotus? petals. At each corneris a

stupa,? and there is one gate on each of the four sides. The gates open onto
stairs that take you to the second level. The second level is ancther smailer

P SR L ST R

square with 30 stupas surrounding it. The third level has the grandest stupa in
the middle. It reaches 45 meters from the base of the monument to its top. It is
shaped like a long fotus bud, and on top of it is a decoration that looks like a

banana flower with an umbrella on its top. The whole monument is covered in

T et (e e G S e

shining gold leaf.3 Indeed, Pha That Luang truly is a treasure for the Laotian

people.

7, gold that has been beater in

~extremély thin sheets and s Use
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PRACTICE &: Finding Irrelevant Sentences

Find the irrelevant sentences and cross them out so that the paragraph will be unified.
Note that there may be more than one in each paragraph. Discuss with a classmate
why the sentences are irrelevant.

Two Similar Canals

The Suez Canal and the Panama Canat have similar histories. Today,
rmany tourists visit both canals. The same Frenchman, Ferdinand de Lesseps,
controlled the initial building of both canals. The Suez Canal was begun in
1859 by the Suez Canal Company. This company, which completed the project
in 1869, was controlled by the French. Likewise, the French bought a
Colombian canal-building company in 1881 in order io build the Panama
Canal. Although the French started the canal, the United States finally finished
that canal in 1914. Before this, Panama gained its independence from
Colombia. In the end, however, both canals finally came under control of the
countries in which they are located. Egypt gained control of the Suez Canal in
1957 by fighting France and Britain. Panama gained conirol over its canal
peaceably in 1977. These similar events took place about twenty years apart

and provided the world with two important waterways.

A Woman of Strength

The strength of character that Eleanor Roosevelt

possessed was obvious in her face. On her head, which

was always held high, her light hair was styled in a no-

famous women in
your courntry’s
history? Why are
they famous?
What do they look
like? Share your
answers with a
classmate.

L

nonsense way and did not cover her foreshead or eyes. MHer
eyebrows were thick, natural, and expressive. Under these
were her intense eyes, which revealed her intelligent mind.
Her nose was straight, and, as she aged, her cheeks

sagged a bit and formed the common wrinkles that make a

triangle out of the nose and edges of the mouth. She was a :

serious woman, but, when she smiled, her smile showed sincerity and genuine
pleasure. She was a great asset to her husband, Franklin, who was president of
the United States from 1932 to 1945. In short, it was clear from the first

impression that Eleanor Roosevelt was a strong woman.
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Learning from Mummies?

Mumrﬁ%es have provided archeologists with Important information about
past civilizations. For example, Tollund Man is a mummy that was found by
farmers in Denmark in 1950. The mummy was so well preserved? that the
farmers thought that they had uncovered a receht mueder. in fact, Tollund Man
lived over 2,000 years ago. His stomach contained the ingredients for a
vegetable soup. Momia Juanita, found in Peru, is another mummy that was so
well preserved that her internal organs® could be analyzed. Becauss of this,
archeologists learned more about the health and nutrition of the Inca people
500 years ago. Another example is the lceman, which was found in the Alps in
1991, This mummified man answered hundreds of guestions about life in the
region over 5,000 years ago. One of the most significant mummy discoveries
was the Tarirn mumrmies, which were found in central China. These mummies
were of European, not Asian, descent.? This discovery suggested that there
were trade routes between Asia and Furope thousands of years ago. Even
today, there are communities, such as Summum, that practice mummification.
Therefore, archeologists in the future will also have mummies to learn from. In

short, archeologists love to find mummies and learn something new about

the past.

STRUCTURE AND MECHANICS

Using Commas in Lists

In English writing, commas are usually used between all words or phrases in a list
of more than two items. The items can be of any grammatical structure. The
comma before the coordinating conjunction is considered optional in some lists of
one-word items. For example:

» The Wampanoag man wore a necklace made from bones, shells and claws.
(nouns; no comma before the coordinating conjunction)

Eleanor Roosevelt’s eyebrows were thick, natural, and expressive.
{adjectives; comma before the coordinating conjunction)

»

2 Nell Armstrong put his space suit on, descended the stairs, and stepped
on the moon. (verb phrases; comma before the coordinating conjunction)

>

On top of a hill, under a bright sun, in front of me stood Pha That Luang.
(prepositional phrases)
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| WRITING_TO_ COMMUNICATE

PRACTICE 9: Adding Commas to Sentences with Lists
Add commas to these sentences. Then identify the grammatical structure in each list.

1. Through the rain across the desert and over the mountains the Pony Express
riders rode.

2. Abraham Lincoln grew up in Kentucky served as a congressman from {llinois
and died as president in Washington, D.C.

3. Jill Rosa Louis Dana and 1 studied for the history exam last night.

4. Some of the most famous museums in Washington, D.C.,, are the National Air
and Space Museum the National Gallery of Art and the National Museur of
Natural History.

5. Like many scientists, Louis Pasteur was brilliant methodical and curious.

6. To unearth a rnummy, an archeologist uses a small brush dusts away the dirt
and uncovers the mummy one small part at a time.

7. A history class can be exciting fascinating and thought-provoking, or it can be
boring dull and deadly, depending on the professor.

8. To find the museum, you need to go over the bridge across the park and
through the rose garden.

Your Turn

Imagine that you are in a world history class and that your professor wants you to
write about an aspect of your country’s history. Choose one of these assignthents.

® Write about the life of an important person or inventor in your country’s
history.

@ Describe an important building or monument in your country.

o Explain an important day, year, or decade in your country’s history.

Paragraph Checklist

Use the following paragraph checklist as a reminder of everything that you need to
have in a paragraph. Check off (¢/) the items that are true, If any of the items are
not checked off and you need them, correct your paragraph and then complete the
checklist.
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CONTENT
il What kind of paragraph is it? (Check one.)

B T 1= 17 =111 S 2
b. desCriptive .. .t e o
C. eXpoSitory . ......... ... S e e a

fﬁ Does the 'par'agrap_h have unity, with no irrelevant sentences? .. 3
ORGANIZATION
. B8 Is there a topic sentence at the beginning of the paragraph? ... U

7 What kind of ordéring does the paragraph use? (Check one)

“a, chronologicatordering. . ... ... . vt i e |
b. spatial ordering. . e e, i
c. logical ordering ... ... .. . e Q
- B What kinds of cohesive devices are used? (Check all that apply)
" & connectors. . . .. i e e e e J
b. the definite article . .. . ... e 2
C. PErSONAl PYOMOUNS. + v ottt e e vttt e e eeeneeanns L
d. demonstrative pronouns. . ... .. .o i Ll
MECHANICS
4 1s the paragraph formatted correctly, including
Indentation and mMargins?. . ... .. i i i i e e [
24 Are commas used correctly?
a. with coordinating conjunctions. .. ...........ooev et L
b. inlists .

Writing to Commumnicats . . . More
For more writing practice, choose one of these assignments,

1. Describe a famous statue in your country.
2. Write about a trip that you took to learn about the history of your country.
3. Do you think that knowing about history is important? Why or why not?
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VOCABULARY BUILDER

Below are ten subjects you may have studied in high school and ten typical
activities in a classroom. Choose one word from the first column (for example,
biology) and one phrase from the second column (for example, conduct an
experiment) to create a sentence. Change the verb forms if necessary.

School Subject Activities
; bioclogy conduct an experiment
% chemistry copy notes
% computer science do an assignment
%{ foreign languages do homework
geography give a presentation
history glve a recital
mathematics piay a sport
music take a test
physical education take an exam
physics work with a group
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. L enjoyed conducting experiments in my bislogy class.

The Writing Process

In the first two chapters, you studied the organization of the basic buiiding block of
English academic writing: the paragraph. You also learned about the essential
characteristics of a good paragraph. In this chapter, you will focus on the process of
writing. You will continue to work on writing 2 stand-alone paragraph, but the
process you will practice in this chapter is exactly the same for writing of any length.

_ There are six steps in the writing process:

1. analyzing the assignment

brainstorming

. organizing your ideas

. writing the first draft

. rewriting the first draft

6. writing the next (or finai) draft

o W b

These steps follow each other in order, but it is also very common to repeat some
of the stages multiple times. This is particularly true with writing the first draft
and writing the next draft. Below is a diagram showing the writing process.

1 2 3
Organizing your ideas
Analyzing the 5 . i « wiite the toplc sentence B
assignment Brainstorming o eliminate ideas
» make an outline and
add ideas
e N
4 S
Rewtiting the
Writing the : draft >
first draft e revise
¢ edit
*.
6
Writing the
final paper

Diagram 1: The Writing Process
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Step 1= Analyzing the Assignmem

- The first step is 1o be sure that you understand the assignment. You want to give your
instructor what is asked for. For example, your instructor gives you this assignment:

' i _ R Wrif_é'_'a well-organized paragraph giving advice to a person who wants to learn a
. T i foreign language. Use your own knowledge. Please submit your paragraph by noon on
Monday. I will only accept typed papers. : o

You should ask yourself the foliowmg quesnons what, why, where, how long,
when, and how.

_ . L ‘ Answer ' :‘: .
Question - . Dot o (for th:s asmgnment)
“What - Cisthetopie? o fAdVice for iearnmgaforelgn
o e R e '!anguage T : .
Why am | writihg’.{ . Toshowmy ablhty to orgamze a'
' . o "~ . concept _
Where do | get the information? -~ From what | already kno{n_.r
How long is the paper? " One paragraph '
When is it due? . . - Monday at noon
How do | present it7 . Typed

Diagram 2: Analyzing the Assignment

B PRACTICE 1: Analyzing Assignments

Below are three assignments that an instructor might give you. Read them and
complete the chart below each assignment. You may not be able to answer all six
questions for each assignment. When you cannot answer a question, write Ask the
instructor in that section of the table.

SRR

At

Assignment 1

What was {or is) your favorite subject in high school? What made it your favorite?
What did you do in that class? Please type and double-space your paragraph and
submit it as an attachment to an e-mail by midnight on Sunday.

Question Answer
What is.the topic? ' |
Why am | writing?
Where - do | get the information?
How long is the paper?
When’ © it due?
How do | present it?
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Assignment 2

Are you for or against school uniforms? Write a single paragraph giving at least
three examples that support your opinion.

- inicstion T Answer
What.' - isthe topic? . ' e
Why. * am !_rwri’sing? _:‘

Where . do! get fhé information?

Hm_ng_“llpng' o ._ié the paper? . |
When - sitdue?

How © doi preéeht it?

Assignment 3

The school newspaper is collecting students’ opinions on methods of studying for
an exam. Write a paragraph describing the best ways to study for a big test,
supporting your opinion with examples from your own experience. Please e-mail
your paragraph to the newspaper editor at editor@schoolpaper.edu by next Monday
at noon. :

Question Answer

What ' is the topic?

Why . am | writing?

Where do | get the information?
How long |s the paper?

When is it due?

How : do | present it?

Step 2: Brainstorming

To “brainstorm” means to write down ideas of all kinds—good or bad—on a piece
of paper. Don’t evaluate the ideas at this stage because in brainstorming all ideas
are equal. You will evaluate at the next stage.

It is very helpful to work with a group of classmates when you are searching for
ideas for a writing assignment, but, of course, you don’t always have a group
available. The next activities can be done both in groups and alone.

Using a Mind Map

Start with a circle in the middle of a piece of paper. Write the topic of the
assignment inside the circle. Then start adding ideas you associate with this topic
around the circle. You can use lines to point to the various ideas, you can use
arrows to show that ideas are related, or you can put related ideas in smaller
circles, In other words, there is no right or wrong way.
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For example, the topic from Assignment 1 on page 32 is about a student’s favorite
class. This diagram is an example of this technique.

copler in sumtmer

esh aty
wne aty conditioning!
away ﬁfam bot classroom

Get
outside

Favorite class:

PE

Run

laps—out af 5@)’5&

OK to listen to MP3 player
S0me )%;'m[s didn’t have MP3s
chat with ﬁ%’m[s while mnm'nﬁ

bilue shorts
pink shirt

Feel
healthy and look 5000/

Made
some ﬁfz’gm/.s

Nice
PE teacher

Lind friendl
year before—too difficult

Diagram 3: Using a Mind Map
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Using Columns

To use this technique, fold a piece of paper lengthwise in two, three, or four to
create two, three, or four columns. Write the general topic, favorite class at the top

" of the paper. Then, write a key word—of any kind—at the top of each column.

Now start writing down all kinds of words that come to mind under the heading
in each column.

Here is a sample of this technique:

Favorite class—physical education
R Vil VDot
eason E ariple E ergils
et out of classroom \ always hot in classroom! & no ALY
could choase to run laps E chance to chat with friends §  met some friends
PE feacher 74 © micer than fftﬂfo}:)/
; friendly E teacher
E : {ets us use MP3
PE umforms ujﬁ/ E blue shorts, ’m'mé shivt E naéwgv looked jam/
E E int them
T ]
Need exerciselli ! /’%ﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂ/ 1 strong muscles
i oo 500@’ E ean do move t/tmgs
! Y fearved wove .s,aar‘l:-;
] ¥

Diagram 4: Using Columns

F'reewriting

Start with a word or a phrase and write down anything you can think of that is
related to the topic. Instead of listing a lot of points, try to write complete
sentences. When you get stuck, just start writing more about one of the previous
words and continue writing about that. Don’t worry about grammar, punctuation,
or spelling because no one else will see your freewriting. The most important
aspect of freewriting is to not allow yourself to stop. Just let your ideas and
imagination fiow. Here is an example of a freewriting exercise about the topic
Favorite high school subject.

Don’t worry about spelling, gramemar, or punctuation. It’s all right to make
mistakes at this point. The purpose of freewriting is to get as many ideas as you
can down on paper.

O | Lawurits sulyioet—lots! Lenyoved many. o vy classes Buf wel PE. ]

s mgﬁ LA dgmﬁggéaf};égégég@mm fsigs g{wgggz.gaéazﬁf
MMMMM&MMM@MMMM
@LM&WMMMLM%&MM
stk g, o ; 3 2 L

| G Y s soles! Al C e z‘fﬁz}_f,

O | about HS was PE

Diagram 5: Freewriting
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PRACTICE 2: Practicing Brainstorming

Below are two of the assignments from Practice 1 on pages 32-33. With a classimate,
choose one of these topics to practice brainstorming. While discussing the topic, one
student should take notes using a mind map diagram, and the other student should
take notes using a column diagram. Next, by yourself, for more practice with
brainstorming, do a five-minute freewriting exercise by yourself on the other topic.

Assignment 2
Are you for or against school uniforms? Write a single paragraph giving at least
three examples that support your opinion.

Assignment 3

The school newspaper is collecting students’ opinions on methods of studying for
an exam. Write a paragraph describing the best ways to study for a big test,
supporting your opinion with examples from your own experience. Please e-mail
your paragraph to the newspaper editor at editor@schoolpaper.edu by next
Monday at noon.

Step 3: Organizing Your ldeas

You will probably find that you can write many different paragraphs from the
ideas in your brainstorming. Now you need to organize your ideas. Step 3 has
three stages:

® write your topic sentence
o eliminate irrelevant ideas

@ make an outline and add relevant ideas

Writing Your Topic Sentence

You already have the topic, but you need to consider what your opinion about the
topic is. In other words, choose your controlling idea. This may involve narrowing
down the topic,

PRACTICE 3: Choosing Controlling Ideas

Refer to the mind map diagram on page 34. In pairs or smail groups, write topic
sentences with different controlling ideas. Notice that for each controlling idea you
choose, you will only need some of the words. The first one is done for you.

1. Physical education is great becanse vou need exereise.

2.

3.
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Eliminating Irrelevant ideas

You probably cannot use all the ideas that you have generated from your
brainstorming in your paragraph. As you know, a paragraph has to have unity.
Therefore, after you have written your topic sentence, eliminate the ideas you
don’t need.

B PRACTICE 4: Eliminating frrelevant ldeas
Look again at the mind map on page 34. Here is a topic sentence for this topic:
2 PE was my favorite class in high school for a lot of reasons.

Some of the ideas in the diagram are irrelevant to the controlling idea of this
topic sentence. For example, “ugly uniforms” is not relevant to the topic sentence.
Cross out other irrelevant ideas in the mind map. Then compare your decisions
with a classmate. Did you cross out the same ideas? If not, discuss why you made
different decisions.

Making an Outline and Adding Relevant ldeas

. You might need to add more ideas to the ones you have selected. These additional
ideas may become another major supporting sentence or a minor supporting
sentence to a major supporting sentence you already have,

A good way to add relevant ideas is 1o make an outline. You don’t have to use
complete sentences. All you nreed are a few words to help you remember what you
are going to write. Like brainstorming, an outline is just for you, so you don’t need
to worry about grammar.

Here is a sample of a conventional outline. Label the items in this outline as
TS (topic sentence), 8$ (major supporting sentence), ss {minor supporting
sentence), or C§ {concluding sentence).

O PEwas my favordte dass in /u'gfr school ﬁJr a ot qf VeSS,
L Reasonn—classroom was .91.‘.%{@/ and ot

A A4 wﬁt/ ot Seer——ing AG
B, fresh air oudside
K Reasan ———mnmh_gr i great
A, No ene conld see us
B._Play music
O & Chat with fﬁft'mﬂﬁs”
/A Rea.san———r/ée/ healthier
A. stronger
B, slegp better (new idea)
V. Reasom—PE feacher nice
A._enconwraaing (new idea)
B, kind ﬁfiena///v
O |MyPE dlass was a wonderful part of high school

Diagram 6: Topic Outline
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B PRACTICE 5: Making an Outline

In Practice 2 on page 36, you brainstormed ideas for two assignments. Choose one of
those assignments and write an outline. Go through all the parts of this procedure:

e write a topic sentence
# eliminate irrelevant ideas
@ make an outline

¢ add relevant ideas

Step 4: Writing the First Draft

Now you are ready to turn the ideas in your outline into complete sentences and
write the sentences in good paragraph format. This draft of your paragraph is just
for you, so again, don’t worry too much about grammar or punctuation. Here is
the first draft of the paragraph about the student’s favorite class.

My favorite high school class was phys ed for a
lot of reasons. My school was in the city and it was
always hot in the summer. We never had air
conditioning. Secondly, we were allowed to run laps
ingtead of other things. So we ran around where no
one could see us. And the PE teacher was so nicel
Encouraging, tco. We played our MP3s and chatted
while we were running. It was great. Next I felt
healthier and stronger—even glept betier! My PE

class was a wonderful part of high school.

Diagram 7: First Draft

Step 5: Rewriting the First Draft

The next step is to rewrite your paragraph. Rewriting consists of two parts:
revising and editing,
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Revising

When you revise a paragraph, you check the organization of your paragraph and
look at your ideas. Ask yourself questions like these:

e Does the paragraph have unity?

o Are there enough minor supporting ideas for the major supporting sentences?
@ Do the supporting sentences have good coherence?

® Is there good cohesion?

Editing

‘When you edit a paragraph, look at the grammar, spelling, word forms, and
punctuation. Since many of your editing mistakes may be eliminated when you
revise your paragraph, you should always edit your writing affer you revise it.

Look again at the first draft of the paragraph. Note the points for revision and
editing that the writer has made. Can you think of any others?

Need title
/uéy.sz}m/ education

My favorite high school class was phys ed for a

lot of reasons.. My school was in the city and it was
add fransition

£ cleayr
always hot in the summer We never had air o e

redsoM

conditioning. Secondly, we were allowed to run laps

- Therefore,
instead-of-other-things—8e . we ran around where no
Add other veasons?

one could see us. . And the PE teacher was so nice!
Not complete sontence

BEncouraging, too. We played our MP3s and chatted

while we were running. It was great. Next I folt <c— "%

fn short, second point
healthier and stronger—even slept better! « My PE

class was & wonderful part of high school.

Diagram 8: First Draft Notes for Rewriting

Chapter 3: The Writing Process 39



Step 6: Writing the Final Paper {or Next Draft)

The last step in the writing process is to write a clean version of the paragraph
with all the revisions and editing carried out. This draft is the one that you will
turn in, so be sure that you use good paragraph format. Here is the final draft of
the paragraph.

Chris Young
December B, 2007

Physical Bducation

My faverite high school clags was physical
education for a lot of reasons. First of all, my school
was in the city, and it was always too hot in the
classroom. Going outgide o the fresh air was such a
relief. Secondly, in physical education, we were
allowad to run laps instead of lifting weighis or
playing basketball. Therefore, we ran around whers
no one could see us. We could listen to cur MP3
Dlayers and chat with friends as long as we were
running. Moreover, the FE teacher was great. He
was 80 kind and encouraging. I needsed that. Finally,
I felt so much healthier, and I even started sleeping
better. In short, my PH class was a wonderful part

of high school for me.

Diagram 9: Final Draft
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Chronology -

after
as
befare
untit
when

while

STRUCTURE AND MECHANICS

" Adverbiat Clauses

Using Adverbial Clauses

An adverbial clause is a type of dependent clause. Using an adverbial clause makes
your writing more sophisticated. To make an adverbial clause from an independent
clause, use a subordinating conjunction.
Example 1

». Joe has always loved to read. He studied literature in college.

To show that one sentence is the cause of the other one, you can use the
subordinator because or since.

> Because Joe has always loved to read, he studied literature in college.

» Since Joe has always loved to read, he studied literature in college.

Example 2

® Joe liked playing sports. Joe wasn't very good at it.

To show surprise that Joe isn’t good at sports, you can use even though or although.
> Even though Joe liked playing sports, he wasn't very good at it.
B Although Joe liked playing sports, he wasn't very good at it.

As with transitions, there are many subordinators. Here are some of the most
COMIRON Ones.

Causation Unexpected Result Difference Condition
because although whereas - i
since even though while

Comma Use with Adverbial Clauses

As shown in the examples above, when a sentence begins with an adverbial clause,
there must be a comma between this clause and the independent clause. However,
with most subordinators, when the adverbial clause comes after the independent
clause, do not use a comma.

» Joe studled literature in college because he has always loved to read.

® Joe studied literature in college since he has always loved to read.
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There is one exception to this rule. When an adverbial clause beginning with the
subordinators while or whereas comes after an independent clause, you still use
a comma,

¥ Joe is 1all, while his brother is short.

P Joe is tali, whereas his brother is short,

Using Pronouns with Adverbial Clauses

In general, you use the full noun in whichever clause comes first and a pronoun in
the second clause.

¥ Mary loves her old school even though her neighbors want to tear it
down.

»  Although Mary's neighbors attended the old school, they want to tear it
down,

PRACTICE 6; Combining Clauses

Combine the pairs of sentences by making one an adverbial clause. Vary the position
of the adverbial clause and use a comma when necessary. Remember to use a pronoun
in the second part of the semtence if necessary.

1. Alex owns five bicycles. Alex bought another last week.

2. Teachers forbid students to use cell phones in class. Some students still

use therm.

3. Oscar thinks that chemistry class is great. Ruth thinks that it’s awful.

4, Tanya didn’t study for the history test. Tanya failed it.

5. The teacher is sick (maybe). We won't have the test.

6. The old school building is dangerous. The old building needs to be torn down.

7. Patricia woke up late. Patricia didn’t miss her first class.

8. The school soccer team lost the match. No one at school was happy.
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WRITING TO COMMUNICATE

Your Turn

Below are three assignments on the topic of high school experiences. Choose the
assignment that interests you the most. Form a group with other students in your
class who chose the same topic. Go through Step 1 {Analyzing the Assignment}
and Step 2 (Brainstorming) of the writing process with your group. Then
complete Steps 3 through 6 on your own.

1. Write a paragraph about your favorite high school teacher. What made this
person special? Make sure to use good paragraph format. Submit the
assignment typed and double-spaced. You may type your assignment oz write it
by hand.

2. In most high schools the students form groups based on similar interests. What
groups were there in your high school? Were there any problems because of the
groups? Which group did you belong to and why? Write a well-organized
paragraph describing the groups. Make sure to give plenty of examples. You
may type your assignment or write it by hand.

3. What was the subject you liked least in high school? Why didn’t you like it? Has
that experience changed your life in any way? Write a paragraph describing the
subject, the reasons for disliking it, and how it has influenced your life. Make
sure to write clear topic and concluding sentences for your paragraph. You may
type your assignment or write it by hand. ‘

Peer Help Worksheet

You can use the peer help worksheet on page 44 as another way to revise and edit
your paragraph. Trade paragraphs and textbooks with a classmate. Read your
classmate’s paragraph while your classmate reads yours. Check off (¢/) the items in
your partner’s book as you evaluate them. Then return the paragraphs and books.
If any of the items in your book are not checked off, and you agree with your
partner, correct your paragraph before turning it in. Use a pencil if you write on
your classmate’s essay or book.
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CONTENT

2 Is the writer's opinion in the topic sentence? .......... P ("
#i Does the writer support his or her opinion? ................. L
B Does the paragraph have Unity? ..........oeeeneeeenn.. LA
If not, tell the writer about any sentences you think are irrelevant.
ORGANIZATION |
¥ poes the topic sentence have a clear topic and a clear
controlling idea? . .. ..o vt Cd
# Do the supporting sentences have good coherence? .......... a
What types of cohesive devices are used? (Check ali that apply.)
A CONNBCIONS . ... e i e Q
b. thedefinftearlicle ...... ...t td
C. PIOMOUNS o vvteaeinaeaeann.. P D
d. demonstrative Pronouns . .........eeeeiin i, L
What fype of concluding sentence does this paragraph have?
{Check cne.)
B SUIMIMANY e vttt ie et e e ettt et 0
b. restatement of thetopicsentence ...................... 3
MECHANICS
Do you think sentences with adverb changes are punctuated
COMBCHY T ottt it et e L

If not, discuss any possible mistakes with the writer.

Writing to Communicale . . . More

For more practice writing paragraphs, choose another one of these topics. Refer to
Appendix 1 on page 173 to review the writing process before you write,

1. The best way to study for a test
2. Your favorite after-school activity
3. Why learning a foreign language is useful
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REVIEWING IDEAS

A. Analyze the paragraph below by answering these questions.

1.

2,

What is the topic sentence? Circle the topic and underline the controlling
idea.

Does the paragraph have coherence? Put a circle around any sentence that is
out of order, and draw an arrow to where it should be.

Does the paragraph have cohesion? Underline the cohesive devices
{e.g., definite articles, pronouns}.

Does the paragraph have unity? Cross out any irrelevant sentences.

What type of concluding sentence is in this paragraph? Check (v)
the answer.

a restatement a summary

Revolutions of the Sixties -

The 1960s was a time of many social revolutions in the United States.
Firsi, there was the civil rights movement. This was started in the early sixties
by the black people in the country, who were tired of being treated as
second-class oitizens. They demanded to be treated equally with the white
majority. There are movies now about leaders such as Martin Luther King, Jr.
and Malcolm X. Second, wormen learned from the civil rights movemenit and
created a movement for themselves called women's liberation. Students began
to guestion the policies of the United States and of the administration. They
wanted to be paid the same salaries and have the same job opportunities as
men, and they wanted io share the household tasks and the raising of children
with the men in the thair lives. Another social revolution In the sixties took place
at colleges and universities. It was the time of the Vietnam War, and students
on many campuses protested against the war by participating in marches and
demonstrations. In conclusion, many sccial movernents that affect U.S. society

in important ways began in the 1980s.
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B. Read the paragraph. Cirele the correct connector in:the parentheses below.

Celebrating the Fourth of July

A typical Fourth of July celebration in the United States can last afi day

long. In the morning, everyone goes downtown to see the parades. Children
and politicians march down the street, (so / and / but) there are floats with the
traditional red, white, and blue colors. (While / Even though / After} the parade
is finished, the children loak for thelr parents, (for / nor / and) the politicians
give speecheas. In the afternoon, family, friends, and neighbors come together to
have a party. (Since / If / Whereas) July has very hot weathey, the parly is often
near a pool, a lake, or the ocean. (Because / Until / After) it is dark, people
enjoy colorful fireworks {(when / if / although) the towns and cities all over the
country put on their shows that light up the sky. In conclusion, Fourth of July

days are long and fun-filled occasions to celebrate the country’s independence.

. ERROR ANALYSIS

Eight of the ten sentences below have comma mistakes in them. Write C (Correct) in
the blank if the sentence has no mistakes. Write I {Incorrect) if the sentence has a
wmistake. Fix the incorrect sentences by adding or deleting commas, capital letters, and
periods. Then compare your corrections with a classmate.

10
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1.

Before you buy a big-screen television, you should do some research
online.

. The people of Chile celebrate Independence Day on Septemnber 18, and also

remember the military takeover that took place on September 11, 1973,

. Ellis Island in New York harbor has been used as an Army fort an Army

storage area a first stop for immigrants to the United States and a
rmuseun.

. Chinese New Year’s parades are always fun to attend. If the weather is dry

and it’s not raining.

. The first telephones were called “candlestick” telephones, for they had

round heads, long candle-like stands, and circular bases.

. My aunt collects cups saucers and spoons and she displays all of them in

her breakfast room.

. The old house on the beach had been empty for years. But, someone

finally bought it last month.

. Alex always invites his whole family for dinner on his birthday even

though he’d really rather be alone.

. Whereas the English arriving in North America in the 1600s believed in

land ownership the native people did not think a person could own land.

Anmna loves her new house, and never wants to move again.
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| VOCABULARY BUILDER

Habitats are defined as natural environments in which a plant or an animal
lives. Habitats are located in ecosystems. Ecosystems are all the plants and
animals in a particular area. In North America, there are five types of
ecosystems: deserts, forests, grasslands, Arctic tundra, and wetlands.

A, Look at the photos below. Match the animals on page 49 with their probable
ecosystem by writing the appropriate habitat next to each animal photo.

Habitals

wetlands grasslands

forest
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Animals

polar bear ____ : deer

buffalo frog

rattlesnake

B. First, read this paragraph and pay attention to the bold words. Then, try to figure
out what they mean.

Changing Habitats
At times, animals may find that their ecosystem can no longer support
theit habitat. It becomes no longer sufficient for their survival perhaps
because there is not encugh food or water or because it has become too

dangerous, When this happens, individual animals must seek a new place to

five. They may be able to adapt to other ecosystems if they can find a suitable

habitat there. A deer, for example, which usually fives in forests, could live in

Which eposyétel;r:i K
would you prefer
to visit? To live in?

grassiands if it learns to run fast enough to avold its predators. Another

Explain your ‘ example is the frog, which usually lives in wetlands. It may be able to adjust to
answerstoa .7 .
classmate. living in a forest if it can find shelter and if the climate is damp enough.

. E

Changing habitats for these animals isn't easy, but it can be done.
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C. Match each word 1o its definition by drawing a line from the word to its meaning,

adapt v, all the animals and plants in a particular area
climate n. to try to find something

ecosystern #. enough

habitat 2. to change to {it a new situation

predator . a place where an animal can live safely

seek v, right or acceptable for a certain situation
shelter n. the typical weather conditions in an area
sufficient adj. continuing to live or exist

suitable adj. an animal that kills and eats other animals
survival édj. a natural environment where an animal lives

Expanding the Paragraph

As you have learned, a paragraph consists of three parts: a topic sentence,
supporting sentences (the body), and a concluding sentence. Notice these three
parts in Model Paragraph 1 below.

Model Paragraph 1

Man’s Best Friend

There are three main relationships that people have with dogs.
' First, we

have working dogé These dogs, sueh as Siberian huskies and collies, serve
people almost 1:ke employees To a sheep farmer for example, a good

L'.sheepdog is hts most va!uahie partner Other dogs are known primarily for their
exceilence an sports The s!eek“‘ and extreme!y fast greyhound is used in dog

A races and many huntmg dogs such as setters, retr:evers and pomters eften i

. jcompete in huntmg trials.? Thlfd many people enjoy dogs as compamons '
All k:nds of dogs can be exceilent compamons but a few breeds? are kept oniy" .

: for th;s purpose. Some examples are the toy dogs such as Chlhuahuas |

er Lhasa apsos. Because of the reiat;onshsps they have with people

'cfoge are often called “man s best friend.”
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When you want to write about a topic in more detail, you can turn your paragraph
into an essay. Similar to a paragraph, an essay is composed of three sections. These
sections are the introductory paragraph; the supporting paragraphs, or the body;
and the concluding paragraph. Paragraphs can be easily expanded to essay length,
Here is Model Paragraph 1 expanded into an essay.

Model Essay 1

he ciog‘ IS generaliy onssdered the first domesticated?. anlmal it 1s_beheveci '

-'modern one, there are three mazn retationshaps that people have w&izh dogs

Fli‘S’t there are worktng dcgs These dogs such as S;ber%aﬂ huskles and a8
collses serve peopfe almost ![ke empfoyees The dogs help pull heavy loads, o
' _ round up3 cattle and keep a sharp eye out for strangers, Toa sheep farmer for
"example a good sheepciog is hls most vafuable partner Sheepdogs such as
Border coihes s’candard co§lles, and Shetland sheepdogs are very intelligent and
can learn to respond to hand SIQna!s as well as spoken words, Sheepdogs in
| Scotland, for instance, move sheep along with just a glance from the farmer. As a
result, working dogs know their worth to their master, and they are proud of it.
Other dogs are kncow'n primarily for their excellence in sporis. For example,
the sleek and extremely fast greyhound is used in dog races. These races take
place on specially prepared tracks where the competitors# chase a mechanical
rabbit. People gamble’ on these athletes’ performance. Next, special hunting
dogs often compete in hunting trials. Bird dogs are a type of hunting dog. Setters
and pointers, for example, recognize a bird’s scent long before it makes a sound
and show their owner where the bird is by standing very still. Retrievers, such as
golden retrlevers or Labrador retrievers, will throw themselves into an icy cold
take to pick up the bird their owner has shot. Cleatly, sporting dogs are the

athletes of the dog worid.
{continued)

orTy T e vEet
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in your country?
Do you have a
dog? Share your
answers with a-
classmate. -

Third, many peopie enjoy dogs as companions. Al kinds of dogs can be
excellent friends. Both the working dogs and the hunting dogs have great
patience and are very good with small children. Most of these dogs will allow
children to climb ali over them and are great baby-sitters bacause of their loyalty -
10 their owner and their family. A few breeds are kept only for the purpose of
being a companion. Some of these are the toy dogs, such as Chihuahuas or
Lhasa apsos. Since these dogs are so tiny, they are great to have if you live in a
small apartment. In short, all dogs, including the toy dogs, are wonderful
companicns.

in summary, although there are a great many breeds of dogs, they can be
classified into these three main types by their relationships to their cwners. Even
if you have no interest in sports and no farm, you can have a great companion in

a dog. Because of the relationships they have with people, dogs are often called

“rman’s best friend.”

Look at the diagram on page 53 to see how a paragraph is expanded into an essay.

@ The topic sentence of the paragraph becomes the thesis statement of the essay,
which comes at the end of the introductory paragraph.

® The supporting sentences of the original paragraph expand into three separate
body paragraphs in the essay. In other words, each major supporting sentence
and its minor supports in Model Paragraph 1 become one body paragraph in the
corresponding essay.

e Finally, the concluding sentence is made into a concluding paragraph.
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Two other points about the expansion of a paragraph are important. First,
each body paragraph mirrors the construction of the original paragraph. Just as
the paragraphs you have written so far have had a topic sentence, supporting
sentences, and a concluding sentence, so does each body paragraph. Second, the
body paragraphs support the thesis statement of the essay, just as the supporting
sentences in a paragraph support the topic sentence.

PRACTICE 1: Analyzing a Paragraph

Analyze this paragraph by labeling the three main parts: topic sentence, body, and
concluding sentence. Then diagram it according to the model in Chapter I on page 8.

Animal Camouflage!

Many animals find security in biending in2 with their environment. In birds,
for example, while it is quite common for adult males to be brightly colored and
very noticeable, adult females and young chicks are light brown or sand-
colored in order o blend into their background. This way, they escape the
sharp eyes of a predator.3 Many mammals4 have also adopted the colors of
their surroundings over the years. A zebra is almost invisible among the
branches and stripes of sunlight in its native Africa. Similarly, a lion is very hard
to see when it is sleeping on the beige sand of the piains. Ocean dweliers® use
camouflage as well. Most fish are darker on top than on the bottom; from
above, they look like the land at the bottom of the waier, and from below, they

look like the water’s surface. In conclusion, the safety that these animals’

protective coloring provides has helped them survive over the ages.

& PRACTICE 2: Analyzing an Essay

The essay on page 55 is an expansion of the paragraph about animal camouflage.
First, draw boxes around the three components of the essay (introductory paragraph,
body paragraphs, and concluding paragraph). Next, using a different-colored pen,
underline the topic and concluding sentences in each body paragraph.
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Animal Camouflage

Animals in the wild have many natural enemies. A small bird wants to
avoid being seen by a hawk, a zebra doesn't want the lion to find him, and a
flatfish would prefer that the shark swim quietly by, If an animal can't easily run
away from its predator, how can it protect itself? One way that has evolved over
time is protective coloring, or camoufiage. Many animals find security in
blending in with their environment.

In birds, for example, while adult males are brightly colored and very
noticeable, adult females and young chicks arg light brown or sand-colored in
order to blend into their background and escape the sharp eyes of a predator.
Consider the bright red cardinal, a very common bird in colder areas of North
America. The male is bright and showy to attract a mate, but you hardly ever
ses the femates. They are sandy brown, with touches of red on the wings, tall,
and breast. The peacock is another bird where the male is bright and showy,
while the female is easily overiooked because of her dull? coloring. The fong tall
feathers of the male ate generally bright green and gold and have round
markings of a rich color, known as peacock blue. The female, called a peahen,
has short tail feathers and is much less colorful than the male. In shor,
adopting camouflage colors helps the female birds survive and raise another
generation of birds, '

Many mammals have also adopted the colors of their surrcundings.

A zebra is almost invisible 2 among the branches and stripes of sunlight in its
native Africa because its black and white stripes mimic® the shadows among
the trees and bushes. A lion is very hard to see when it is sieeping on the beige
sand of the plains. The lioness, in particular, looks just like a part of the ground
until she raises her head. The camouflage of the lioness makes her invisibie to
her prey,* so she can concentrate on hunting and feeding her young. All these
mammals have, over many, many years, developed this protective coloring to
assist them in the struggle to survive.

Ocean dwellers use camouflage as well. Most fish are darker on top than on
the bottom; from above, they look fike the land at the bottom of the water, and
from befow, they look like the water’s surface. Many ocean fish have a ’horizontal 5
line along their body that separates the top from the bottom. An ocean mackeref,
for example, is easily distinguished by this stripe. Some flatfish have taken this
protection a step further; for example, a fish that lives on a sandy bottom has a

light-brown upper side, while a flatfish that lives on a rocky bottom has an upper

- {continued)
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side that looks like pebbies. The result is, becauss they look just like their
surroundings, these fish survive and avoid becoming someone else’s lunch.

in summary, looking like their environment is helpful to these animals for
the survival of the species.? The mother bird that is invisible among the brown
ieaves, the lion steeping on the sandy plains, and the fish that hides ameng the

pebbles will live o see anather day. The safety these animals find in their

protective coloring has helped them survive over the ages.

B PRACTICE 3: Qutlining an Essay

Here is part of an outline of the essay “Animal Camouflage.” Complete the outline by
writing in the key words from each paragraph of the essay.

{. Introductory paragraph

¥ Thesis staternent: Many animals find security in blending in with their
environment.

li. Body
A. Paragraph 1: Birds

2 Topic sentence: In birds, for example, while adult males are brightly
colored and very noticeable, adult females and young chicks are light
brown or sand-caolored in order to blend into their background and
escape the sharp eyes of a predator.

Major support 1
p.:3

Minor supporits
B
B

Major support 2
=

Minor supporis
pg
)2

» Concluding sentence: In short, adopting camouflage colors helps the
fernate birds survive and raise another generation of birds.
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B. Paragraph 2: Mammals

2 Topic sentence: Many mammals have also adopted the colors of their
surrotndings.

Major support 1
picg
Major support 2
3

Major support 3
i

Minor support
hod

2 Concluding sentence: All these mammals have, over many, many years,
daveloped protective coloring to assist them in the struggle to survive,

C. Paragraph 3: Fish
B Tepic sentence: Ocean dwellers use camouflage as well.

Major support 1

>
Minor subports
b2
o

Major support 3

g

B Concluding sentence: The result is, because they look just like their
surroundings, these fish survive and avoid becoming someone else’s funch.

li1, Concluding paragraph

P In summary, locking like their environment is helpful to these animals for
the survival of the species. The mother bird that is invisible among the
brown leaves, the lion sleeping on the sandy plains, and the fish that hides
among the pebbles will live to see another day. The safety these animals
find in their protective coloring has helped them survive over the ages.

1l STRUCTURE AND MECHANICS

R 55 e

Using Transitions

Transitions are connectors that you use to make two sentences into one. There

are many transition words and phrases in English. Here are some of the most
common ones and their meanings. A more complete list is provided in Appendix 4
on pages 180-181.
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Example Chronology
for example first
for instance second

after that

later on
next

iﬁen

Result
as a result
consequently

therefore

Difference
however
in conirast

on the other
hand

Using Commas with Transitions

Addition .

furthermore
in addition

moreover

Conclusion
all in all
in conclusion

in short

in summary

The use of the comma is different with transitions than it is with coordinating
conjunctions {see Chapter 1). Many transitions can go at the beginning, in the
middle, or at the end of a sentence, No matter where they are, they are set off ~
from the rest of the sentence by cominas.

2 For example, male cardinals are bright red.

OR

2 Male cardinals, for example, are bright red.

OR

» Male cardinals are bright red, for example.

If the transition is a short, single-syllable transition and it comes at the beginning

of a sentence, you don’t have to use a comma.

2 First, we went to the zoo.

OR

¥ First we went to the zoo.

Using for example and such as

The use of for example and such as can be confusing. For example is a transition, so
a complete sentence {with a subject and a verb) must follow it. Use such as,
preceded by a comimna, if your example is a list of words and phrases.

# There are mény ways animals can protect themselves from predators. For
example, they can camoufiage themselves, run fast, or fight.

OR

> There ate many ways animals can protect themselves from predators, such

as camouflage, running fast, or fighting.
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PRACTICE 4: Combining Sentences Using Transitions

Connect the pairs of sentences by using one of the transitions in the chart on page 58.
Vary the position of the transition. Then compare your sentences with a classmate.

1. The Pacific Ocean has many forms of life. There are fish, plants, and
microscopic organismis.

2. The fox first found a perfect place to make a den. It started looking for a mate.

3. December is a winter month in the northern hemisphere, December is a
summer month in the southern hemisphere,

4. The volcano erupted for ten days. The animals living in nearby habitats were
killed.

. 5. If you want to enjoy a photographic safari, you need to have a lot of money. You
need to tolerate difficult traveling.

Using Semicolons with Transitions

Transitions are usually followed by a comma when they occur at the beginning of a
sentence. The usual pattern is:

Independent clause. Transition, independent clause.

> Some insects have weak defenses, Therefore, they camoufiage themselves
to look like predators,

Another common pattern is to use a semicolon instead of a period. By using this
pattern, you are showing a stronger connection between the two independent
clauses. In this case, the pattern is:

Independent clause; transition, independent clause.

2 Some insects have weak defenses; therefore, they camouflage themselves
1o look like predators.

Here are a few examples of this pattern.
2 Your first reason is clear; however, your second is unclear.
¥ 1t is raining today; therefore, my pet snake can't go autside.

2 She finally saw the lioness; then, she quietly moved closer.
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E# PRACTICE 5: Punctuating with Commas and Semicolons
Punctuate these sentences. Use commas and semicolons in the appropriate places.
" 1. Baby whales stay with their mothers for one to two years after that they

usually go out on their own.

2. Loggers in the Northwest cut down the forests consequently they destroy some
animals’ natural habitats.

3. First we'll feed the dogs later on we'll feed ourselves.

4, The city government is trying many ways to decrease the number of wild cats
in the park animal control officers are catching the cats and neutering them
for instance,

5. Purthermore the police can suspend your dog’s license.

6. Frank seems to hate people on the other hand he is very loving with his cats.
7. Some birds live permanently in the Arctic however most migrate.

8. I never leave home without my dogs for example.

ST

¥ WRITING TO COMMUNICATE

Your Turn

Plants and animals must adapt to a new ecosystem if they are to survive.
Obviously, people are animals, too, but they are more able to make an adjustment
to 2 new “habitat” You may have moved from the countryside to a city, from one
state or region to another, or even to a different country and had to adapt to your
new environment. Think of a specific move you made in the past. What
adjustments did you have to make when you moved?

On the following page are the introductory and concluding paragraphs of an essay
called “Adapting to a New Environment.” Your assignment is to write three body
paragraphs for this essay. Be sure to follow the process of writing discussed in
Chapter 3.

Step 1: Analyzing the Assignment

Be sure that you have the answers to the following questions: what, why, where,
how, and when.

Step 2: Bralnstorming

Talk with a small group about how all of you have made changes in your lives
as a result of moving to a different environment. You may have had to adapt
in terms of:

e climate
o food

@ shelter
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@ safety
o freedom of movement

What other adjustments can you think of?

Step 3: Organizing Your deas

Select three types of adaptations that you have had to make. Each adaptation will
become a body paragraph in your essay.

Next, write a topic sentence for each paragraph and write a few examples in note
form underneath each topic sentence,

Step 4 Wrifing the First Draft
Write your body paragraphs. Use good paragraph format.

Step 5: Rewriting the First Draft

Reread your body paragraphs to make sure that each one supports the thesis
statemernit. Make any necessary changes.

Share your essay with a classmate, using the Peer Help Worksheet on page 63
to help improve each other’s essays.

Step 8: Writing the Final Paper {or Next Draft)

Taking the changes that you made to your second draft, write a final draft. Be sure
to use good essay format, which includes a title.

Adapting io a New Environment

L. Introductory paragraph

P Muman beings are very adaptable. We can live in most climates of the world.
In the past, people tended to stay in the place they were born, but now we
move eastly from countryside to city, from one part of a country to ancther,
and even from country to country. Each place bas its own customs and
ways of life, and countries also have different languages. When | moved from

o , | had to make several
adjustments to my life.

Note: You may not need to use two major supports for every paragraph, and you
may want to have more than two in other paragraphs. As the writer, you make
these decisions based on what you want to say to your readers.

Il. Body

A. Paragraph 1
¥ Topic sentence:

Major support 1
o

Minor support{s}
>

{continued)
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Major support 2
p:d

Minor support(s) .
B

® Concluding sentence:

B. Paragraph 2

> Topic sentence:

Major support 1

B
Minor support(s)
>
' Major support 2
o2
Minor support(s)
B

¥ Concluding sentence:

C. Paragraph 3
» Topic senitence:

Major support 1

)i
Minor support(s}
»

Major support 2

¥4

Minor support(s)
=

¥ Concluding sentence:

lil. Concluding paragraph

P In conclusion, | wonder sometimes if | am the same person | was before |

- moved. By adjusting my

. 1 may appear to others as if | am a new person. However,
[ think of it not as having changed but as having grown.
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Peer Help Worksheet

Trade essays and textbooks with a classmate. Read your classmate’s essay while
your classmate reads yours. Check off (') the items in your partner’s book as you
. evaluate them. Then return the essays and books. If any of the items in your book
are not checked off, and you agree with your partner, correct your essay before
turning it in. Use a pencil if you write on your classmate’s essay or book.

.:if:_Whrch changa m your par’mers essay do you thmk was axplamed most
;- clearly?: Why'? B SR :

".-\;_ORGANIZATION B
- 8 "‘_l‘oes each body paragraph have a toprc sentence'? .......... 1

AIf yas, cnrcle the toplcs and underhne the controiizng ideas.’

,__If‘ nb make a suggestson for aﬂ appropr:ate topic sentence.

Does each paragraph have sufficient suppor*c
f':n YOUF VIeW? o vuvesi e n e e o

If not, explarn Why to the wnter

@ __Does each paragraph hava a conclud:ng sentence9 .......... id
" Jf not, make a suggestion for an appropriate conciudmg
sentence. ’
MECHANICS . S T o
I i Has each paragraph been indented? .........vvieien.. .

2 How many transitions are used in the essay?
Circle them in fhe essay.

& Do you think that commas, semlcolons and periods are used
correctly with transitions? .............oo o 3

if not, discuss any possible mistakes with the writer.

Writing to Communicate . . . More

Below are three further possible topics for essays about the themes of ecosystems,
adaptation, and change. For help with the writing process, see Appendix 1 on page 173.

1. Are you familiar with any wild animals? Write an essay describing how certain
animals in your native country adapt themselves and fit into their
environment.

2. What were the major changes for you as you grew from a child to an adult?
How did you adapt yourself?

3. Is the school you go to now different from the one you attended before? Write
an essay about these changes and how you learned to adapt.
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VOCABULARY BUILDER

Most people agree that there are (at least) five ways that people perceive the
world around them. The organs that perceive are the eyes, the ears, the
tongue, the nose, and the skin. Read the information related to each of
these organs.

Eyes

® Their sense is called sight.

e Your vision may be fuzzy, clear, or 20/20, or you may be blind.

e Something may lock beautiful, adorable, pleasant, or ugly.

Ears

® Their sense is called hearing.

e Your hearing may be keen or dull, or you may be hard-of-hearing or deaf.
e Something may sound soothing, soft, loud, or noisy.

Tongue

& Its sense is called taste.

e Something may taste delicious, sweet, salty, sour, or bitter,




Nose
® Its sense is called smell.

e Something may smell sweet, spicy, sour, or pungent.

Skin

o Its sense is called touch.

e Something may feel firm, soft, gentle, hot, or cold.

Now, imagine that you are in the place where these pictures were taken. Then list the
adjectives that desctibe your reactions in terms of your senses. You can use the
adjectives above or others you think of. If no adjectives are appropriate, write .

Sight:

Hearing:

© Taste:
“Smell:
Touch:

Sight:
Hearing:
Taste:
Smell:
Touch:

Sight:
Hearing:
Taste:
Smeli:
Touch:

Sight:

Hearing:

Which of your
sensesisthe - - | Taste:
keenest? Tell your .
classmate why Smell:
you think so. . Touch:

SR — ORI
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The Thesis Statement |

[ WRITING FOCUS _

. The thesis statement is the most important sentence in your essay because it
contains the main idea for the whole essay. Just as major supporting sentences
~need to directly support the topic sentence in a paragraph, the body paragraphs in
" ‘an essay must support the thesis statement in an essay.

PRACTICE 1: Analyzing the Thesis Statement In an Essay

Read the following essay. Underline the thesis staternent. Then underline the topic
sentences in each body paragraph. Discuss with a classmate how each body paragraph
supports the thesis statement.

66 Partll The Essay

The Smell of Home

Last week a friend told me that she was reading a French novel in her
university literature class. It was called Remembrance of Things Past and was
writien by Marcel Proust. She told me that in that bock, a man bites into a little
cockie called a madeleine and that the taste of the cockie makes him think
about the past. For me, it is the sense of smeli rather than the sense of taste
that brings back happy memories.

The aroma of pipe tobacco always makes me smile. | know most people
feel very differently about the smell of tobacce, but | like it for a simple reason:
My grandfather used to smoke a pipe, and | adored my grandfather. After an
especially good dinner, he used to settle into his favorite ¢halr and go through a
fong rituai? of filling his pipe with somathing that looked like dead leaves and
smelled of apples. Then he would light the pipe, lean back, and smile.

The grandchildren gathered around him while he smoked and told us stories
about when he was young and traveled the world on sailing ships. { felt safe
and loved sitting near my grandfather while he smoked his pipe.

Another wonderful smell is the scent® of sweet rolls just coming out of the
oven. When | was a child, my mother used to bake sweet rolls every Saturday.
The children helped mix the dough with sugar and cinnamon® and shape it into
little balls. Then we eagerly watched the timer as it counted down the minutes
until the rolls were dane. After my mother took out the hot rolls and placed
them on the counter, the children mixed water and sugar into a paste.* When
the rolls were cool, we spread the paste over the rolls. What a wenderful aromal
My mother let us eat one right away. We were very happy and secure there in

the family kitchen with the smeli of sweet, hot rolls.




What kinds of

smells bring back -
memories for you?
Share your
answers with a
classmate.

My favorite aunt always wore a perfume that smefled like roses. My aunt
was a tall and large woman who had lots of blond hair and wore flowerad
dresses. Hef perfurrie was just like her: soft, friendly, warm, and cheerful. She
had a lovely singing voice, and when | spent the night at my cousins’ house,
she would sit in the bedroom as we fell asleep singing old lullabies® in her rich,
low voice. | fell asleep under the blankets to the smelf of her rose perfume and
her soft songs, feeling cared for and content.

These are just three examples of smells that | associate with happiness
and safety. | don’t know anyone who smokes a pipe these days, so | rarely
smell pipe tobacco. However, | have my mother’s recipe for sweet rolls, and |
sometimes bake them for my friends. | like to wear more than one kind of

perfume, but whenever | wear my rose perfume, | think of my aunt. Smells bring

back wonderful memories.

Parts of & Thesis Statement

Topic and Goniroliing Idea

Being able to write a clear thesis statement is essential for good essay writing in
English. Like a topic sentence, a thesis statement has two main parts: a topic and a
controlling idea. The topic is the subject of the essay, or what the essay is about. The
controlling idea is what you are going to say about the topic.

As with topic sentences, it is not enough to just state the topic of the essay in the
thesis statement. You must also tell the reader what your essay will say about the
topic, which means that you need to have a controlling idea. Naturally, for any one
topic there are many possibilities for controlling ideas. For example, with the topic
the sense of smell, the thesis staterent in the essay on page 66 has the underlined
controliing idea:

> Forme, it is rather than the sense of taste that brings

back happy memories.
However, there could be other controlling ideas with the topic the sense of smell as

shown in these examples.
> is much stronger in dogs than it is in humans.

In an essay with this thesis statement, you would support the controlling idea by
giving examples of how dogs can smell better than people can.

P Many scientists believe thatis the most basic of ali the
senses in humans.

In this essay, you would discuss how the sense of smell is more basic than the
other senses.
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The Predictor

Some thesis statements may also have a third component called a predictor. The
predictor of a thesis statement can tell the reader how many body paragraphs there
will be in the essay and/or what their content will be. For example:

¥ Biindness requires a heightened development of the other senses,
especially touch and hearing.

In this thesis statement, the topic is blindness. The controlling idea is that it
requires a heightened development of the other senses. The third part of this thesis
statemnent lists the two senses that the author intends to discuss: fouch and hearing,
This is called the predictor because it predicts the number and content of the essay
paragraphs. In this case, there will be two body paragraphs, one about the sense of
touch and the other about the sense of hearing.

_ Look at these thesis statements. The topics of the statements are circled, the
controlling ideas are underlined, and the predictors are boxed.

» The movid'was a joy to watch because of [its visual effects, surround)

[sound, and actors].

- [The deafening noise, the strong smells, and the ugly sights|are the three

main disadvantages to Q@.

B PRACTICE 2: ldentifying the Parts of Thesis Statements

Read these four thesis statements and answer the questions.

I. Although vision is important, many people manage very well without
sight. '
What is the topic?
What is the controlling idea?
if there is a predictor, what is it?

2. Modern research suggests that the skin feels three main sensations: pressure,
heat, and pain.

What is the topic?
‘What is the controlling idea?
If there is a predictor, what is it?

3. My neighbor’s dog is both blind and deaf, but he makes up for this in amazing
ways.
What is the topic?
‘What is the controlling idea?
If there is a predictor, what is it?

=

Losing the sense of taste can cause difficulties in a persom’s social, professional,
and family life.

What is the topic?
What is the controlling idea?
If there is a predictor, what is i#?
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# PRACTICE 3: Predicting Essay Content

Predict the content of the body paragraphs from these three thesis statements, Write
two or three key words describing the content of the body paragraphs that you think
will follow each thesis statement.

1. Pitch, rhythm, and melody form the main elements of music.

Body paragraph 1: pitch

Body paragraph 2:

Body paragraph 3;

2. There are many aids for people to improve their vision, such as corrective
lenses, eye training, and surgery.

Body paragraph 1:

Body paragraph 2:

Body paragraph 3:

3, Seasickness, which happens when you have an imbalance in the inner ears, can
be prevented by a few simple methods.

Body paragraph I:

Body paragraph 2:

Body paragraph 3:

More on Thesis Sistements

In addition to a topic, controlling idea, and predictor, there are other
characteristics that thesis statements must have:
1. A thesis statement must be a statement, not a question.
Not a thesis staterment: Is kimchi an acquired taste?
Thesis statement: Kimchi is an acquired taste.

2. A thesis statement must be a complete sentence. This means that it must have a
subject and a verb with a tense.

Not a thesis statement: Music: the food of love.
Thesis statement: Music is the food of love.
3. A thesis statement is an opinion or shows intent; it cannot be a simple

staterent of fact. A fact does not need any support, and therefore you cannot
write an essay about it.

Not a thesis staternent: Dogs have a sense of smell.
Thesis statement: Dogs use their keen sense of smell in
many ways.

4. A thesis statement must state the controlling idea. This means that you must
state your position on the topic; you cannot simply announce the topic
of your essay. ‘

Not a thesis statement: This essay is about Helen Keller.

Thesis statement: Both blind and deaf, Helen Keller learned to
Helen Keller communicate through touch alone.
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5. A thesis statement should have only orne controlling idea.
Not a thesis statement: My cousin has an excellent sense of pitch, and

she is also a famous dancer.

Thesis statement: My cousin’s excellent sense of pitch has made
¥ P

her an accomplished musician.

PRALCTICE 4: Evaluating Thesis Statements

Put a check mark (') in front of the sentences that are thesis statements. If a sentence
is not a thesis statement, write the number(s} of the rule(s) (1-5, above} it breaks on
the line in front of it, and then change it to make a thesis statement. For example:

4

B i X

70  Partil The Essay

I'm going to write about foods that have special meaning for my family.

Kismchi and moon eakes are fwo foods that have special meaning for my famdy,

. Hearing is more important than sight.

. My mother wears contact lenses.

. This essay is about how different people react to heat.

. Why do people react differently to heat?

. In the past, a keen sense of hearing was crucial to survival.

. 1 prefer music with a rapid tempo, but I also like blues.

. There are advantages and disadvantages to having a sharp sense of smell.

. There are more advantages than disadvantages to having a sharp sense of

smell.

. The sense of smell: an analysis.

in this essay, I will describe the feelings that the scent of my mother’s
cooking gives me.




PRACTICE 5: Writing Thesis Statements

Choose five of these eight topics and wrile a good thesis statement for each. At least
three of your five statements should have a predictor. Then exchange papers with a
classmate. Evaluate each other’s thesis statements by circling the topics, underlining
the controlling ideas, and putting a box around the predictors.

> is pleasing to three of my senses: lsight, smell, and taste].

1. Food 5. Beauty -
2. Sounds of home. 6. My favorite smells

3. Noise pollution 7. My grandfather’s touch
4. Living in the city 8. Animals’ senses

1] STRUCTURE AND MECHANICS

Prepositional Phrases

 Writing Prepositional Phrases

A prepositional phrase consists of a preposition and its object, which is always a
noun. Nouns can be single words, phrases, or gerunds.

® Unlike mangoes, appies can be bought all year long.
¥ Blind people use their fingers to read instead of their eyes.
»> In addition to baking, Juanita also enjoys tasting.

There are countless prepositions in English, but the following charts have some
COIMMON OREs.

- . . . Unexpected
Chrono!ogy Loca_tlon_ ~ 7+ Gausation " Result

after above because of - despite
before behind - dueto © in spite of
during below SEREPE
prior to in front of
since next {0
until on top of

to the left of

to the right of

under ‘

Contrast Direct Contrast Similarity = Addition -
different from unlike like in additionto -
in contrast 1o similar to : v
instead of

Chapter 5: The Thesis Statement 71



Prepositional Phrasss and Commas

In Chapter 3, you learned about adverb clauses and their punctuation patterns. As
a review, look at these examples.

If the adverb clause comes before the independent clause, use a comma.

2 After it was discovered that chocolate is good for your heart, the sales of
chocolate bars increased.

If the adverb clause comes after the independent clause, don’t use a comma.

2 The sales of chocolate bars increased after it was discovered that
chocolate is good for your heart.

The punctuation pattern for prepositional phrases is the same. If the prepositional
phrase comes at the beginning of a clause, use 2 comma. If it comes at the end,
don’t use a comrma. For example:

B Despite the calories, | can’t resist chocolate.

# | can't resist chocolate despite the calories.

B PRACTICE 6: Using Commas with Prepositional Phrases

Underline the prepositional phrases in the following sentences. Then insert a comma
in the sentence if necessary.

1. Like everyone in my family my mother tastes food while she’s cooking it.
2, Above the house you could see a big balloon carrying two people.

3. Min Hee resisted opening the oven in spite of the wonderful smell in the
kitchen.

4. In addition to reading lips deaf people also communicate through sign
language,

5. Let’s listen to rock and roll music instead of country and western.

6. Unlike Olivia Chris looks just like her mother.

7. We decided to postpone seeing the movie until Friday.

8. Because of her short height Jane couldn’t see the package on top of the shelf.

| WRITING TO COMMUNICATE

Your Turn

In this section, you will brainstorm, organize your ideas, and write the body
paragraphs for one of the thesis statements you wrote for Practice 5 on page 71.

Brainstorming

In Chapter 3 on pages 33-35, you learned some common ways of brainstorming;
using a mind map, using columns, and freewriting. Use one of these techniques to
generate ideas about your thesis statermnent.
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Organizing Your ldeas

Try to make three groupings of the ideas you brainstormed. You will probably
eliminate some ideas and add others. Then use this outline to organize your ideas.
~ Write your topic sentences for the body paragraphs and the major supporting

points that you want to use. You may also want to fill in the minor supporting

points as you think of them.
Body paragraph 1

¥ Topic sentence:

Major support
=3

Minor support(s}
>

Major support
>

Minor support(s)
»

¥ Concluding sentence:

Body paragraph 2

» Topic sentence:

Major support

>
Minor support(s)
»

Maijor support

>
Minor support(s}
) o

» Concluding sentence:

{continued)
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Body paragraph 3

» Topic senfence:

Major support
-2

Minor support(s)
B

Major support
),

Minor support(s)
»

¥ Concluding sentence:

Writing a First Drafi

Now write the first draft of your essay. Write your thesis statement as a separate
one-sentence paragraph and add two or three body paragraphs, following your
outline. Give your essay a title. Be sure to use correct paragraph format. {Note that
this essay will not be a complete essay because it does not have an introductory
paragraph and a concluding paragraph. These types of paragraphs will be
discussed in the next two chapters.)

Peer Help Worksheat

Trade essays and textbooks with a classmate. Read your classmate’s essay while
your classmate reads yours. Check off (¢} the items in your partner’s book as you
evaluate them. Then return the essays and books. If any of the items in your book
are not checked off, and you agree with your partner, correct your essay before
turning it in. Use a pencil if you write on your classmate’s essay or book.
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CONTENT
E@é What did you learn from your partner's essay’? i
1 Does each body paragraph support the thesis statement'? ST _;_ Eﬂ
@ Is each paragraph unified?. .. .. .. e 'Q
EE Underline (in pencil) any sentences that you thmk are-irrelevant.

' .'ORGAN!ZATEON

8 Does each body paragraph ha\re a toplc sentence ...... [ N o '_
3 @ Does gach body paragraph have coherence and cohesion? . .?_f:!_ SN
' _.%ﬂ Does each body paragraph have a concludmg senterece'? ...... l:]
MECHANICS : o _
B 1s the thesis statement mden’sed'? e .

&2 Do you thmk commas are used correctly wnth adverb clauses
and preposrtaonal phrases’? i e e

If not, discuss any possible mistakes with the wmer

Writing to GCommunicate . . . More

For extra writing practice, write another thesis statement and support it with two
or three body paragraphs. Use the topic suggested here:

¥ Sensory perceptions strongly influence memories. The smell of a certain
soap, the taste of a peanut butter cookie, or the touch of a wool sweater
you had when you were a child can make you remember things you thought
you had forgotten.

Choose one such sensory perception and describe the memories that it gwes you.
For example, your thesis statemnent could be:

¥ The sounds of , and
remind me of my childhood home

® The taste of reminds me of my favotite holidays.

> The smell of , the sound of , and the sight
of remind me of my father.

In the body of your essay, write two or three paragraphs to support your thesis
statement. For further help with the writing process, see Appendix 1 on page 173.
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VOCABULARY BUILDER

76 Partll The Essay

Some people think that we are born with our personalities, just as we are born
with the physical traits that our parents pass on to us. They believe that nature
makes us who we are, Other people think that the way we are raised and the
environment in which we live shape our personalities. We call this nurture.
Which do you think is more imoportant in forming our personalities: nature or
nuriure?

Study the words for Nature and Nurture with a classmate. Then use them to
complete the paragraph on page 77.

Nature

gene n. a part of a cell in a living thing that
controis how it develops

genetic adj. relating to genes or genetics
heredity n. the process of passing on a
physical quality from a parent to a child
innate adj. a quality that has been part of
your nature since you were born

tendency n. if someone has a tendency to
do something, he or she is likely fo do it




Nurture

atmosphere n. the mood of an event, situation, .
or piace o . ‘
circumstance n. the facts or conditions that
affect a situation, action, or event

culture n. the art, beliefs, behéyior, and ideas
of a particular society ,
environment n. the situation, things, and
people that affect you

influence v. to have an effect on the way
someone or something develops, behaves, or
thinks '

_Making Me Who | Am

Both my enyirmment_and my qLnes have shaped

the way | am. The of my native country places a lot of

importance on respectiul behavior, so this has certainly helped make me a

quiet, respectful person. in addition, the in our house
was always calm. Nobody shouted. This gave me a refaxed attitude toward
Wh_at e you _ - life. On the other hand, I'm sure the inheritance from
who you are? my ancestors has shaped me, too. All four of my grandparents had
Genetics? -
Enviroriment? ahiiities in the arts. 'm not a good artist, but | do have a
Share your . . . :
thoughts witha ~ to surround myself with music and beautiful things.
classmate. .. All in all, | feel that both the nurture my parents gave me white | was growing
' ' up and my inborn nature have played a part in making me who | am.

Chapter 6: The ln.troductory Paragraph 77



|| WRITING FOCUS

Guidelines for Introductory Paragmphs

The first paragraph in an essay is called the introductory paragraph. There are
two purposes of the introductory paragraph: to get the readers’ attention and to
introduce them to the subject of your essay. In other words, you need to lead
readers to the subject of the essay in an interesting way and convince them that
reading your essay will be worth their time. :

There are several guidelines for writing a good infroductory paragraph.

o [t must be relevant to the topic; that is, it should not introduce material not
covered in the essay.

e It should not give detailed information about the main ideas of the essay.
Detailed information belongs in the body paragraphs.

@ There should be at least two sentences before the thesis statement.

® The thesis statement should come at the end of the introductory paragraph.

Types of Introductory Paragraphs

There are many ways for a writer to get the readers’ attention in an introductory
paragraph. Three of the most common ways are discussed here. In your essays, try
to develop the skill of writing different types of introductions, so your essays do
not become too predictable.

General to Spechic

This is perhaps the most common type of introduction. It begins with a general
statement of the larger topic, and then each sentence narrows it down until you
get to the specific thesis statement.

Anecdote

An anecdote is a brief story that illustrates your topic. In a personal anecdote,
you tell a story about your own experiences that are relevant to the thesis. In a
third-person anecdote, you tell a story about someone else. You can base your
story on a real person(s), or you can make up a story.

Historical

You may also choose to write a brief historical introduction to your essay. Since
this is just the introduction to the essay, you don’t need to give a detailed historical
account, just an overview,
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PRACTICE 1: ldentifying Types of Introductory Paragraphs

The sarne thesis statement is introduced four different ways in the following models.
Identify the type of introductory paragraph in each. Use these labels:

GS for General to Specific
A for Anecdote
H for Historical

Paragraph 1:

Throughout my chitdhood, | was always in frouble at school. The
teachers said | was an "underachiever” and “lazy.” | had a hard time learning
to read. When | was fourteen years old, my parents finally realized what was
wrong: } am dyslexic.’ They got me the extra help | needed, and now | am the
owner of a chain of grocery stores, | have a loving family and two children,

and { was recently elected mayor of our town. In my opinion, success depends

more on hard work than on innate ability.

1dysiexlc aajl referrmg to a perssn who has Ehe Iearnsng disabll ty dyslex 5. Which cause
dlfﬂcuity w;th readsng and wntmg : : BRNE

Paragraph 2:

With the exception of Native Americans, the United States is a country
of immigrants. Each new group of immigrants arrived bringing their hopes,
their dreams, and their work ethic,1 and they all had to start at the bottom,
One by one, the immigrant groups, such as the Irish, the Italians, the Chinese,
the Viethamese, and the Latinos, struggled for acceptance and respect. Each
group faced enormous obstacles 2 from discrimination. In the end, however,
each succeeded and now makes up an important part of this country.

As immigrants™ experiences have shown, success depends more on hard

wark than on innate ability.

;-’=-320bstaclen semethmg that o ak"'
to succeeci e &

Chapter 6: The Introductory Paragraph 79



“Success is 10,
““percent Inspiration
"and 90 percent
‘parspiration” Is a
‘common proverb.,
How would you
inferpret this
provérh? Share
your thoughts with
yolr clagsimate.

Paragraph3:

' Some people seem to learn
languages almost without effort. My cousin
Liz, on the other hand, struggled with
italian all through high school. She never

gave up, however. After high school, she

had a chance to become a flight attendant,
but one job requirement was that she had to speak a foreign language. In her
determination, she borrowed money from her parents and went to laly for a year
to study at a language school. She says it was the hardest thing she had ever
done, but she did it. In fact, when | visited her in Rome last year, she had
become completely fluent, had a great job with Alitalig, the Italian airfine, and
loved her life. Liz’s story shows that success depends more on hard work than

ori innate ability.

Paragraph4:

All human beings want to fesl successiul, but we are not born with the
same abilities. However, we all have the ability to (earn. By working hard at
learning something, alt of us can master it to a certain extent. Even the most
famous artists say that practice is more important than their native talent.

Success depends more on hard work than on innate abiliy.

B PRACTICE 2: Evaluating introductory Paragraphs

Read the four introductory paragraphs that follow, Check off (') the features of a
good introduction that they have (remember, they must have all four to be a good
introduction).

1. Some people have a happy life and some people dor’t. My friend Tony has a
miserable life. He just got divorced, and now his wife won’t let him see his
children. To live a happy life, a good environment is more important than
good genes.

QO 1t is relevant to the topic of the essay.

& 1t contains at least three sentences.

W It doesn’t give details that belong in the body of the essay.
{ It ends with the thesis statement.
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2. First, a good environment can make you healthier, which can make you happy.
Second, if you live in a good environment, you probably have many friends
who can help you when you need it. Friends are important for emotional
health as well. People with friends are happier than people without friends.
Also, a good environment is probably safer, so you don’t have to be afraid to
walk down the street. Being safe makes everyone happy. To live a happy life, a
good environment is more important than good genes.

O It is relevant to the topic of the essay.

) It contains at least three sentences.

0 It doesr’t give details that belong in the body of the essay.
(A It ends with the thesis statement,

3. It is said that your mother and father make you what you are. You get your
genes from them, and they may have great genes. However, if they don't raise
you in a safe, loving environment, you may never be happy. To live a happy
life, a good environment is more important than good genes.

{1 It is relevant to the topic of the essay.

L) I contains at least three sentences,

0 It doesn’t give details that belong in the body of the essay.
Q It ends with the thesis statement.

4, Before the nineteenth century, most people lived in dirty, smelly, unhealthy
environments. To live a happy life, a good environment is more important
than good genes. '

Q3 It is relevant to the topic of the essay.

[ It contains at least three sentences,

Q It doesn’t give details that belong in the body of the essay.
[ It ends with the thesis statement.

5, Environment is much more important that genes when you are growing up.
A good example of this is the millions of people in the world who were born
with physical challenges. If people are raised in a good environment, they can
be successful and live a happy life.

0 It is relevant to the topic of the essay.

[J It contains at least three sentences.

2 It doesn't give details that belong in the body of the essay.
U It ends with the thesis statement.
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PRACTICE 3: Writing Different Introductory Paragraphs

Choose one of the thesis statements below. Then write at least two introductory
paragraphs for it. Remember that you can introduce a thesis statement by using
anecdotes (personal or third person), by briefly providing historical information,
or by going from general ideas to specific ones.

1. The influence of my mother and father has made me who I am today.

2. A good environment for children must have three characteristics.

3. The study of genetics can be dangerous.

[0} STRUCTURE AND MECHANICS

Avolding Fragments

As you learned in Chapter 1, the minimum sentence in written English

consists of a subject and a verb; this is called an independent clause. (The only
exception to this rule is an imperative sentence. In the case of an imperative,
such as Sit down!, the sentence has the “hidden subject,” you.) Strings of words
that either do not have a subject or do not have a verb are called fragments and
must be corrected. Another kind of fragment is 2 dependent clause that is not
connected to an independent clause. Look at these fragments:

¥ Because | wanted a safer neighborhood.

¥ John singing in the shower.

2 Dancing and laughing at the party dawntown,
B For example, a big backyard.

Fragments should never be used in academic writing, but there are many ways to
correct them once you have found them. Read how the fragments above were
corrected. '

1. Because I wanted a safer neighborhood is a dependent clause. A dependent clause
must be connected to an independent clause. You, the writer, must decide
whether it should be connected to the sentence before it or after it. Possible
corrections are:

2 Because | wanted a safer neighborhood, | started iooking for a new home.
‘ OR

¥ | started looking for a new home because | wanted a safer neighborhood.
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2. In John singing in the shower, singing is a form of a verb, but it does not have a .
tense. There are three forms of a verb in English that do not have a tense: the
present participle (singing), the past participle (sung), and the infinitive {to
sing). Singing is the present participle of the verb sing. To make this fragment
into a sentence, you need to change the present participle to a verb with a
tense. Possible corrections are:

» John was singing in the shower.
OR

¥ John sings in'the shower (every morning).

3. Dancing and laughing at the party downtown is a fragment because it does not
have a subject. In addition, the verbs are present participles. Possible
corrections are:

> We were dancing and laughing at the party downtown.
OR
¥ Dancing and laughing at the party downtown, we exhausted ourselves,

4. For example, a big backyard has only a noun phrase (a big backyard} and no
verb. You need to add a verb and to decide if the noun phrase is the subject or
object of the sentence. Possible corrections are:

»- For example, a big backyard is great for growing vegetables.
" OR
B For example, | wanted a big backyard.

PRACTICE 4: Identifying Fragments
This paragraph has four fragments. Find them and correct them.

Nature First
In my opinion. Heredity plays a more important role in a child’s personality
development than environment does. First, adopted twins. When these twins,
who were separated at birth, are reunited in adulthood, they find many likes and
dislikes in common, Second, when adopted children are reunited with their

biological parents. They often find many simifar personality attributes. Indicating

that genes are as important in a child’s development as the environment.
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WRITING TO COMMUNICATE

Your Turn

This essay about the causes of violence in U1.S. society does not have an
introductory paragraph. First, read the essay and underline the topic sentences.
Then write an appropriate introductory paragraph with a good thesis statement.

84  Part il The Essay

Violence: Nature or Nurture?

First of all, it's obvious that people become violent when they are trying to
protect someone or something. A clear example of this is when gang members
want to protect their neighborhoods from the “invasion” of members of other
gangs. However, even people who have never shown any viclent tendencies
might also commit a violent crime if a loved one is in danger. It is not in their
nature to commit violence, but the circumstances {or environment) cause the
violence. In short, when a situation is threatening, not only gang members but
also average people can act viclently.

it's clear, too, that in an environment where guns are readily available,
more violent crimes are committed. When you compare the United States to
any country that does not aliow s citizens to own guns, you will ses that this is
trie. in a volatile! situation, it's easier to reach for the gun than to continue
arguing. Again, this type of environment leads to violence in people not prone?
to violence; that is, the tendency to violence doesn’t come from the genes that
a person has.

Mast importantly, some people have been raised without a sense of
respect for other people. They place little value on a human life. Indeed, you
sometimes hear today that some children want to hurt someone just to know

what it feels like. This is also environmental, Parents and schools can teach




"Do you ‘agree wsth
the author that ™=
violence'is caused s
by environment?
Discuss your . .7
answer with your s
c]assmate N

children to respect other people. How children perceive other people’s rights
depends on the type of situation in which they are raised.
in short, | believe that people are not born viclent. They are not born with

genes that make them violent. It's the environment that they are born into and

the situations that they find themselves in that cause them to become violent.

@@er‘ Help Worksheet

Trade introductory paragraphs and textbooks with a classmate. Read your
classmate’s paragraph while your classmate reads yours, Check off (') the items
in your partner’s book as you evaluate them. Then return the paragraphs and
books. If any of the items in your book are not checked off, and you agree with
your partner, correct your paragraph before turning it in. Use a pencil if you write
on your classmate’s paragraph or book.

CONTENT

£ What caught your attentlon in thss mtroductory paragraph’? What
made it tntarestsng to read?

What type of organization does the mtroductory paragraph fof[ow?
{Check one. )

Ca anecdote ... il e.uss. e L3
B RISEORCAE - . o e et ettt b
C. general to SPECHIC ..\t vv it e .
B is this introductory paragraph relevant to the thesis statement? . .. (3
EE Does the Entroductory paragraph avold giving details that
" belong in the body of the @ssay?. +............ooieieennn. (M
&l Are there at least two sentences bafore the thesis statement'? -
ORGANIZATION .
B Underline the thesis statement. Does it have a clear topic
~and controlling idea? ... ... CI
] Does the thesis statement have apredictor? ... ..oieien... Ll
= Is the thesis statement at the end of the
introductory paragraph? ... i e e o
MECHANICS '
Do you think there are aﬂy fragments in this paragaph? ....... Ll

If so, point them out to your classmate.

Chapter 6: The Introductory Paragraph 85



Writing to Communicate . . . More

For more writing practice, write an introductory paragraph for one of these thesis
statements.

1.

86 Partll The Essay

Write a historical introduction.

Genetics is an important field of study because we can learn which health
factors we can influence and which ones we can’t.

. Write a general-to-specific introduction.

We should stop studying genetics because it is an invasion of privacy and
because the information can be misused by employers and insurance
companies.

. Write an anecdotal introduction.

It's not my lifestyle that makes me thing* it’s my genes.

*You can use another adjective if you like.




. VOCABULARY BUILDER

R i St

o

A. Look at the words in the box below. With a classmate, choose the correct word
for each picture and write the words on the lines.

continents garbage satellite
endangered species insect species tornado
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B. With a classmate, try to match these numbers with their explanation. Then check
your answers at the bottom of the page.

1. 71 a. nuxqber of insect species

2.3 b. number of endangered species

35 <. percent of Earth's surface that is water

4.7 d. tons of garbage the United States produces in a year
5. 75 e. number of weather satellizes

6. 1,000+ f. number of continents

7. 900,000 g percent of Earth’s water that is fresh

8. 200,000,000 h. percent of worldwide tornadoes that occur

in the United States

I wriming Focus

Parts of a Concluding Paragraph

The last paragraph of your essay is, of course, the concluding paragraph. This
paragraph has a very important function. Since it is the last paragraph to be read,
you want your reader to leave with a clear understanding of your essay’s point.

A concluding paragraph consists of a summary of the points made in your body
paragraphs, a restatement of the thesis statement, and/or a final comment on your
topic. You may choose one of these ways to end your essay, or you may choose two
or three.

Finally, do not introduce new information about the topic of the essay. New
information should go in another body paragraph, not in the concluding paragraph.

Summary Concluding Paragraphs .

One way to end your essay is to summarize its main points. When you write these
types of concluding paragraphs, you need to be sure that you include the main point
of each body paragraph. Your conclusion won't be complete if you leave one point out.

PRACTICE 1: Analyzing a Concluding Paragraph

Find the main points in the following essay by underlining the topic sentence in each
body paragraph. Then check the concluding paragraph. Are all the points mentioned?

Pgesqousiyeg g or]somsuy
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Model Essay 1

* Stormy Weather
Most of ug prefer sunshine and calm weather We ilke sunbathnng on a wa ‘
Beach or hiking in the mountains on a c!ear cloudless day However some people:

actually prefer intense storms. These people are ocean racers, s’torm spo'iters

and storm chasers, arzd they love the challenge of fsghttng nature and wmnmg

- Ocean racers are people Who prefer strong winds to & soft breeze They
need the strong winds to win a sallboat_ race. The crew’ on an ocean raging .-
sailboat uses all the latest technology to ;:n'edi‘c*ir the wind direction and strehg:th,
and then they seek the location where the wind is the strongest. They are
happlest when the mast2 an the boat is almost horlzontat.

The second group, storm spotters, consists of people who volunteer to help
predict the weather for those who need accurate information, such as boat
captains. Their job is o report the weather conditions they see and hear in their
area. This Is more accurate than radar or satellite information. Storm spotters can
actually save lives by reporting dangesous weather to the weather service and local
emergency agencies. These beop%e in turn send the news out by radio. Storm
spotters want to help out during severe® weather so that people will be safe.

Storm chasers make up the last group, and
they are the real weather fanatics # They follow
storms in their cars or trucks. Fhey do not get paid
for this; in fact, they do i for fun. Chasers are
usuafly iocking for tornados, but they chase other
severe weather as well. Their goal isto get a
perfect photograph of a storm. You can say that
storm chasers are the ultimate weather lovers.

in conclusion, there are three kinds of bad-

weather fovers. One is the captain of an ccean

racing sailboat, who chases stronger winds to win
a race. Another Is the volunteer storm spotter who provides invaluable information.
The last is the fun-loving storm chaser who travels hundreds of miles to get the

perfect photograph.
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What kinds of
severe weather

does your country
have? Tel your
classmate. *

Restaterment Concluding Paragraphs

An alternative to a suminary is a restatement of the idea of your thesis
statement. Here is another concluding paragraph for the essay on weather.

Circle the words in this concluding paragraph that are synonyms for words in the
thesis statement.

Model Paragraph 1

fn conclusxon when peopie say that they [ove the weather they usually mean
that they !ove sunny weather Only people like the ocean racer the starm spotter
and the storm chaser can say that they Iove the weather because they five to
battle nature at its wddest CoLE

Final Comment Concluding Paragraph

Often, a concluding paragraph is most effective when you add a final comment to
4 summary or 4 restatement. A final comment can make a concluding paragraph
more personal. It can also invite readers to think about how the essay is directly
related to their lives. Look at another alternative to the original concluding
paragraph for the essay on weather.

Underline the parts of this concluding paragraph that connect the reader to the essay.

Model Paragraph 2

In conclusmn the next t;me you walk outsmie and th:nk that the weather is great,
2hfnk about the peopze who prefer antense storms Thmk about the oc an racsng
captaln who tries to find the strongest wmds the storm spotter who ES gatheﬂng
information in wet and windy condmons and the storm chaser who IS crazy for
storms. You mnght be glad that you can jLESt sﬁ back and en;oy the sunny weather

PRACTICE 2: Evaluating Concluding Paragraphs

The following essay does not have a concluding paragraph. Read the essay and the
three possible concluding paragraphs that follow. Choose the best one. Then explain
your choice to a classmate.

The Small Strengths of Nature

We often think, and rightly so, that human beings are destroying the
environment, but it is alse true that sometimes the Earth and the environment
become the destroyers. Earthquakes, hurricanes, and droughts’ cause huge
damage to the Earth. However, on a much smaller scale, nature is always

demonstrating to us that it is stronger than we are.
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For example, we cut down trees and construct houses, offices, apartment
buildings, roads, and sidewalks. Then we plant other trees just where we want
them so that our gardens will be perfect. Over the years, the trees slowly grow
taller, their roots grow deeper, and suddenly, our nice roads and sidewalks get
cracks in therm. We think that we are strong, but those trees are stronger.

Furthermore, nature’s insects are far stronger than any human being. They
come into our nicely constructed environments and either destroy them or make
them very unpleasant to live in. Termites? can totally destroy a house, and ants
can spoil our food. Indeed, the cockroaches in our cupboard have ancestors
that go back millions and millions of years. How can we possibly expect to
control them? In short, it’s clear that insects are stronger than humans,

Even on a microscopic level, the environment is more powerful than we are.
Our bedies and our scientists have developed ways of fighting the many bacteria®
and viruses? that cause serious diseases and death. Nevertheless, there is stili no
cure for the common cold. We may develop vaccines® and antibiotics® to protect

us from many viruses and bacteria, but they can change. Then it becomes even

harder to destroy themn. In other words, they are often stronger than we are.

Possibie Concluding Paragraphs
. : . a. In short, we live in a world that Is stronger than we are. Trees will win any
What are some iong-term battle over concrete, and termites can eat buildings. This means
other waysin that we will not eventually kilf the Earth.
which nature is b. In conclusion, | think these small examples of nature’s being stronger than
sironger than . .
human belngs? hurqans are comfor’upg. While we try to coqtrol_ and Fher@by destroy our
Share your environment, the environment keeps renewing itself in small ways. Humans
thoughts witha - - as a species may not survive, but | believe the Earth will.
classmate. c. Aliin all, nature is strong. In fact, it demonstrates this to us every day with
its planis, insecis, microscopic life, and weather. Isn't it time we pay

attention io this fact and stop irying to controf it?
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Il STRUCTURE AND MECHANICS

Avoiding Run-on Sentences

In the last chapter, you learned about fragments and how to avoid them. Another
common punctuation problem is the run-on sentence. In run-on sentences, two
or more independent clauses follow each other without any punctuation. Look at
this example of a run-on sentence:

» Following storms can be dangerous storm chasers run afier them.

There are five cornmon ways to correct run-on sentences:

1. Make two separate sentences.

* Following storms can be dangerous. Storm chasers run afier them.

2. Add a coordinating conjunction {see Chapter 2).

¥ Following storms can be dangerous, but storm chasers run after them.

3. Add a subordinating conjunction (see Chapter 3).

2 Even though following storms can be dangerous, storm chasers run
after them.

B~ Storm chasers run after storms even though following storms can be
dangerous.

4. Add a transition (see Chapter 4).

> Following storms can be dangerous. Nevertheless, storm chasers run after
them.

# Foliowing storms can be dangerous; nevertheless, storm chasers run after
them.

5. Make one independent clause into a prepositional phrase (see Chapter 5).
> Despite the danger, storm chasers run after storms.

¥ Storm chasers run after storms despite the danger.

B PRACTICE 3: Correcting Run-on Sentences
Correct each of the run-on sentences using the five different ways discussed above.
ltem 1

Cockroaches will be around forever they are strong.

A A

(Hint: Use “because of” followed by the noun form of “strong™)
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ltemn 2
Helene gets up she checks the weather.
1. :

2
3
4.
5

(Hint. Use “after” and the -ing form of “get.”)

PRACTICE 4 Finding and Correcting Bun-on Sentences

Find the three run-on sentences in the passage below. Then rewrite the passage so that
the punctuation is correct. Use good paragraph format.

The Endangered Habitats of Whales

The habitats of many endahgered whales are making it hard for them to
live for example, many bodies of waters are poliuted with chemicals and
garbage. The chemicals make them sick, and the garbage makes it difficult for
them to move. Another example is.the noise of ships and construction projects
that occur in the ocean the ability to hear is very important 1o whales. They use

it to navigate, to communicate with each other, and to iocate prey in short,

whales are endangered by changes that we make to their living spaces.

% WRITING TO COMMUNICATE

Your Turn

This essay does not have a concluding paragraph. As you read through the essay,
underline the thesis statement and the topic sentences. Then, on a separate piece of
paper, write two concluding paragraphs: one with a summary and a final
comment, and the other with a restatement and a final comment.

Pollution: Locking Back and Going Ahead

As we begin a new century, it might be a good idea to look back and see
where we've been. Human beings accomplished many advances in medicine,
technology, and the quality of life in the twentieth century. However, we often
made these advances at the expense of our Earth. As the century closed, we

were beginning to make progress in preventing the pollution of our air, water,

and land, but there is still a long way to go. X
{continued}
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In the United States, air pollution was at its worst in the 1960s. In some
cities, fumes? from cars and factories made it difficult to breathe on a hot
summer day. Then, in 1670, the Clean Air Act was passed by Congress, and
the Environmental Protection Agency created safe standards for car and
tfactory emissions 2 Since then, the air quality in many American cities has
become noficeably better. Cther countries also established standards, and
several international agreements were made. Mowever, there are still too many
cars on the road. In developing countries especially, # is difficult to choose to
protect the environment when people need jobs, so factories continue to
pollute the air.

Water pollution is also a serious concern. People cannot live without
water, but over the years it has been polluted by chemicals from factories and
oil spills ® Drinking or bathing in such polluted water causes iliness or even
death, In 1956, Congress passed laws to clean and protect our water.
Nevertheless, too many people in the United States and other countries do not
have clean drinking water. We rmust solve this problem in the twenty-first
century if we hope to survive,

Land pollution was also a problem because of the millions of tons of
garbage that people create every year. There are landfills? but people are
producing more garbage every year. The peopie of the United States and ather
developed nations (who create the majority of the garbage in the world) must
solve this problem in this century, Many countries have begun strong recycling
efforts, but it is only the beginning. The goal should be 1o recycle 100 percent

of our garbage.

1fume n sirong smelhng gas or smoke that is Bait spail A an amcunt ‘of ol that is_ o

- unplegsant to hreazhe . ) S . acmdental[y released mto the ocean )
2emrssmn f, the' gas, that is sent aut of cars 4Iandﬁii na piace whe ; garbage is bur:ed in-
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Peer Malp Worksheet

Trade concluding paragraphs and textbooks with a classmate. Read your
classmate’s paragraphs while your classmate reads yours. Check off (') the items
- in your partner’s book as you evaluate them. Then return the paragraphs and
books. I any of the items in your book are not checked off, and you agree with
your partner, correct your paragraphs before turning them in. Use a pencﬂ if you
write on your classmate’s paragraphs or book.

L CONT&NT

Whrch of your partners conciudmg paragraphs is the most effectrve
_ |n your op:nion’r’ Why? . .

. ORGANIZATION | |
'_E@ Look at your partner ] first paragraph
a Whlch of the three Ways to conclude does |’£ use’? (Check aEl that apply.)
.® Summary (Are aH the pomts of the bocEy paragraphs

mc!uded'?) SEEREERE B AR ...
' 'o Restatement of the thesrs statemen’r (Crrcie the
synonyrns used) S PR A TR PO |

-',“-‘e Fmal commsnt R, e ;.0

o b s there any new mformatron'? If S0, underlme it. o
2] Look at your partrer’s second paragraph _

a. Wh:ch of the three ways o) conclude cioes it use? (Check all that

apply.)

@ Summary {Are all the points of the body paragraphs

cdncluded ) L e e e e e e ]

e Restaternent of the thesis statemeni‘ (Circle the synonyms
used.) ...... e e e ]

e Final COMMENt . ..ot ettt i, a

b. Is there any new information? If so, underline it.
MECHANICS __
[o you think there are any run-on sentences in the paragraphs? ... O

If so, suggest a correction to your cias_smate. :
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Writing to Communicate . . . More

- For more practice writing concluding paragraphs, write one for this essay on a
separate sheet of papez. ‘

96 Part il The Essay

The Uniqueness of Antarctica

When most people think about going on vacation, they think about going
to a tropical island where they can relax in the sun. Others think that camping in
mountains and hiking through forests make the best vacations. { have a
different idea. The best vacation | ever had was the eco-crulse ] took to
Antarctica. Antarctica is uniike any other place in the world.

The first thing you notice is the beauty. Everything looks pure and
untouched. The contrast between the ice and water is startling. The ice can be
the whitest white, and the blues in the water are deep and clear. The icebergs
are also amazing because of their size and their forms. They can be huge or
small, but each one has a unigue shape. Moreover, you can walk on new snow
that stretches for miles. In short, the beauty of Antarctica cannot be matched
anywhere else in the world.

Second, the sounds in Antarctica are amazing. They range from total
silence to a cacophony.2 The silence
comes when you are by yourself on top
of a hill and you hear nothing but a
slight breeze. The noise comes when
you are standing next to a thousand

penguins, especially when they are

sitting on their nests or caring for their
babies. Penguins form families, and they recognize each other through their
caws.3 Each one sounds unique to a penguin, but to a human, it is just ioud.

The most wondrous fesling you get in Antarctica is the sense that you are
seeing something that is completely new. You have become the explorer of new
land. The peng'uins and the seals are not afraid of you. You can stand there,
and the penguins walk around you. The seals don't move as you walk around
them. You realize that there is still a place on our hugely populated and

industrialized Earth that is new. It's an amazing feeling.




_VOCABULARY BUILDER

Use the nouns in the box below in the sentences, Work with a classmate.

cloud ice lake  ocean rain river  vapor

When water freezes, it becomes .

A starts high in the mountains and flows down into

the wide )

When the sun heats the ocean, some of the surface water rises as

When the vapor rises from the ocean, it forms 5

in the sky.

When the clouds cannot hold the vapor any longer, the water falls on the
Earth as ;

Large bodies of fresh water on land are called 5
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Now write the noun you think fits best in the spaces in the drawing below.

The Water Cycle
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| WRITING FOCUS.

Concrete Support

One of the main challenges in essay writing is finding good ideas to support your
thesis statement. Without sufficient support, an essay is not convincing.
Professors who teach writing in the United States often say that their students
(whether they are native speakers of English or not) especially need to work on
the development of their arguments and to make sure that their support is
strong and relevant.

~ In Chapter 2, you practiced writing paragraphs that had good coherence, cohesion,
and unity. Practicing coberence and cohesion skills helps you write organized
paragraphs. Practicing unity helps you make sure every sentence in your paragraph
is relevant.

Essays are no different from paragraphs. When you write the body paragraphs of
your essays, think about and write concrete support for your thesis statement that
is well organized, relevant, and convincing. Convince your reader with specific
facts, examples, and anecdotes.

Like the stand-alone paragraphs you have written before, the body paragraphs of
an essay need to have good internal organization. In the following section you will
practice writing topic sentences for the body paragraphs in an essay.

Topic Sentences in the Body Paragraphs of Essays

As you learned in Chapter 5, a good thesis statement consists of a topic and a
controlling idea. The topic sentences of the body paragraphs in your essay support
this controlling idea. For example, notice how these topic sentences support the
thesis statement:

Thesis statement: Pollution, waste, and climate change are threatening
freshwater supplies.

Topic sentence 1: Fresh water is being polluted by dirty water from
several sources.

Topic sentence 2: People are wasting fresh water.

Topic sentence 3: Changes in global weather patterns have affected

supplies of fresh water,
In this essay:

® The first body paragraph would explain how some businesses and factories are
polluting lakes and rivers.

# The second body paragraph would explain some different ways people waste
water,

¢ The third body paragraph would describe how global warming is causing some
water supplies to disappear.

All of these support the thesis statement that pollution, waste, and chmate change
are threatening fresh water supplies.
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B PRACTICE 1: Writing Topic Sentences for Body Paragraphs

In pairs or small groups, discuss and decide on the missing body paragraph topic
sentences. Write your choices on the lines provided.

1. Essay title: Frozen Water: The Joys of Winter
Thesis statement:  Growing up, my favorite time of year was winter because
of the ice and snow. '
Topic sentence 1: We ice-skated for hours on the frozen lakes.
Topic sentence 2: ‘
Topic sentence 3: My most beautiful memories are of snow-covered fields
without a single track of an animal or a person.
2, Essay title: The Water Cycle
Thesis statement: The stages of the cycle of water have not changed since

the Earth formed.
Topic sentence 1:

Topic sentence 2: Next, the rainwater forms rivers, lakes, and oceans.
Topic sentence 3: As the water surface heats up, it rises and turns into
Vapor.
Topic sentence 4: When the vapor hits colder termperatures, it becomes
clouds.
3. Essay title: Bottled Water

Thesis staternent:  Buying and drinking bottled water is crazy.
Topic sentence 1:

Topic sentence 2:

Topic sentence 3: Third, the millions of used plastic water bottles rernain
almost forever in our garbage dumps.

Bridges

Sometimes you may not need a topic sentence for each body paragraph. This can
happen when the thesis statement for the essay has a predictor and clearly shows
what the topic for each paragraph will be. Look at this thesis statement. Can you
predict the number and content of the body paragraphs?

2> Thers are three actions anyone can take to help decrease our garbage
problem: Reduce the amount you throw away, reuse items that are still
good, and recycle things that can be recycled.

. This thesis statement indicates by its predictor that there will be three body
paragraphs in this essay and that they will deal with reducing, reusing, and
recycling. Those three body paragraphs will come in the order mentioned in the
thesis statement. Because the predictor makes the topic of each body paragraph
clear, the topic sentences are no longer necessary. Of course, you may still want to
include them. It's your decision as the writer. It’s important to remnember,
however, that each body paragraph must still be unified. This is especially true if
there is no topic sentence.
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If the first sentence of a body paragraph is not a topic sentence, it may function as
a connection, or bridge, between one paragraph and another. In turn, if the first
sentence is a bridge, then the second sentence could be a topic sentence,

In addition, concluding sentences in body paragraphs are not always required. The
last sentence of a body paragraph may also function as a bridge to the following
paragraph. In short, bridges can come at the beginning or end of a paragraph to
make the cohesion of your essay better.

PRACTICE 2: Analyzing the First and Last Sentences in Body Paragraphs

Read the following essay. Underline the first and last sentence in each body paragraph.
Then work with a classmate to answer the questions below.

1. What is the function of the first sentence in each body paragraph? Is it a topic
sentence? Is it a bridge from the previous paragraph? I it is a bridge, is there 2
topic sentence after the bridge?

2. What is the purpose of the last sentence in each body paragraph? Is it a
concluding sentence? Is it a bridge to the following paragraph?

Fzsh has been an nmpor‘tant food sourca for peaple a!E over the wor!d .it is' ;

_ _ _‘tn fat and has many essentlal vntamms However these days -
gett:ng fssh from the ocean may be damagtng both the ocean and lts future. Co
Oceara fashmg now is bug bussness 80 flshmg compames Want to get as much fish
as posssbie from the ocean However thear methods such as overfashlng, fzsh
farmmg, and bottom trawhng, are threats to our oceans ' : '

Overflshmg Is a major prcb[em it happens when mcdem ’cechnologlcaliy
advanced s[mps hunt for fish. With the equ[pment on board these ships can
immediately find schools?2 of fish and get_ them all. In fact, these ships remove fish
from the ocean faster that the ocean can replace them. Another problem with
overfishing is that the nets catch more than fish, They also trap® whales, dolphins,
and even birds, which are then destroyed.

Some people think that fish farming is the answer to overfishing in the ccean.
Howe\.fer, fish farming is also damaging the ocean. For example, a typical salmon
farm raises thousands of fish. To feed these fish,
other, smaller fish are removed from the ocean in
huge quantities, In fact, it requires five pounds of
ocean fish to produce one pound of salmon. it's
clear that fish farming is not the answer.

Boftom trawling is a term that describes catching

fish at the bottom of the ocean. This happens when

ships lower huge nets to the bottom of the ccean.
' {continued)
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bREM T X
What are some
other threals to
the ocean? Share
your ideas with a
clagsmate.

[

s _

The nets have wheels, which destroy evérythi_ng they ruﬁ over. The nets take
: everything, and a lot of what is brought up cannat be eaten, Moreo\}er,' thé balance
of diverse life that lives there is destroyed. Scientists say that there are still many,
many kinds of undiscovered animals that live there. When they are brought to the
surface, many are just thrown away.
In conclusion, our oceans provide us with many benefits, one of which is fish.
We need to be careful, however, that our desire for fish doesn’t destroy the ocean.

Big fishing companies must find aiternatives to their practices of overfishing, fish

farming, and bottom trawting. If not, we may some day run out of the fish we desire.

Convincing Your Reader

Your essay needs to be logically developed so that your readers find it convincing.
Convince your readers by giving them facts, examples, and anecdotes.

PRACTICE 3: Analyzing the Concrete Support Used in an Essay

Below is an essay about the ownership of water. There are two parts to this exercise.

@ For the first part, you need three different colors of highlighters or pens.
{You can also underline or circle the parts.) Read the essay and use one color to
indicate something that is a statement of fact, another color to show something
that is an example, and your third color to highlight an anecdote in each of the
three body paragraphs. Discuss your answers with your classmates.
@ Second, continue your discussion by answering these questions:
1. Which of the arguments in the essay do you find most convincing?
2. Why is it convineing?

Who Owns the Water?

| grew up and still live on a farm in San Fernando

' Valley, California. We grow vegetables, and the acres
of vegetables need constant water, That is our
problerm: While the soil in San Fernando Valley is very

good for growing vegetables, we get very little natural

rainfall. As a result, our farming depends on irrigation. g © &

Water for irrigation needs to come from far away, and many other people also think

they need that water. Who has the right to water? Clearly, those who provide food
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Wha’{ are the best
ways to conserve
water? Discuss

your answers with

a classmate.
Tl A

(iike my family) have a stronger right to the water than those who live Fearest 1ot

‘or those who can aﬁord to pay the most for it. i
The rivers that farmers use for irrigation begin in the mountams to the east '
arid the people who live there want to dam? the river. They argue that they have ag '
right to create a dam and stop the river to create a recreational park. Thé pérk will
bring tourists and much-needed money. However, the farmers.in the San :
Fernando Valley use the water to grow fruits and vegetables to feed the sta’ce S
population. By irrigating flelds, farmers can harvest® two times a year. Without
irrigation, they can only harvest once. People need recreation, but people need
food more.
Other people argue that water belongs to anyone who can pay for it.

For example, the people in the deseri town of Santa Andrea have enormous
houses with large green lawns. To keep their lawns green, they water their grass

alt night, every night. One millionaire even has a series of swimming pools from
which he empties all the water every evening and, because of an automatic
system to fill them with fresh water overnight, they are full again every morning!
However, where would the rich people of Santa Andrea get their food if we didn’t
grow their vegetables for them? They can't eat their lawns.

I conclusion, the question of ownership of water is a complex one, but
everyone—the farmers, the dam builders, and the wealthy —can agree that fresh
water is a preclous resource on Earth. In my opinion, that fresh water must go first to

the farmers. Unlike the other groups, farmers are serving all of the people In the state.

3harvest v o' gather frusts, vegetables, and
. grains fmm piants ) . .

thewater from flowlng R

m PRACTICE 4: Writing a Body Paragraph

The essay below has one body paragraph missing. Write the missing paragraph by
yourself. Then share your new paragraph with one or two classmates. How are your

paragraphs similar? How are they different?

Water Is Life
Excited scientists have recentiy discovered water on Mars. Their
axciternent is understandable. The existence of water indicates life. Indeed,
water is life. However, here on Farth, water is so plentiful for most of us that we

take it for granted. Water in its three states--vapor, liquid, and solid —allows us

not only to live, but to enjoy living
{continued)
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First of all, hot water vapor, or steam, is a very good conductor of heat.
Steam is created by boiling water, and then it used for many purposes. For
example, we can use steam to cook vegetables, and stearning vegetables is the
best way to maintain their vitamins. We zalso use steam to clean fabrics, such ag
clothes and carpets, Heating buildings with steam s also quite common. Wa
even use steam to power engines,

Finally, water in its solid form of ice s invaluabte in food preparation and in
recreation. fce keeps oyr drinks cool, but more impartantly, it helps preservel
food for use at 4 iater time. In addition, we use ice in many sports. Children in
cold climates grow up skating on a frozen pond or fake. Ice in the form of snow
provides people with hours of fun while skiing or snow boarding.

In short, it is iImpossible to live without water, so it is important to
occasionally acknowledge its importance to us. With water as a vapor, g liquid,
and a solid, our fives are safer and more enjoyable.

Threserve . fo keep someorisorsomsting o being harmied, destroyed, ér chdng

1] STRUCTURE AND MECHANICS

Avoiding Comma Splices

In the last chapter, you learned to avoid run-op sentences. A similar type of error
is called a2 comma splice. Like a run-on sentence, a comma splice is formed when
two independent clauses are 1ot separated correctly, A comma splice results when

there is only 2 comma between the two independent clauses. Look at this example
of a comma splice:

2 Our Gceans are in danger, there is too much overfishing,
~ As with run-on sentences, there are five ways to correct comrna splices:
1. Make two Separate sentences
P Our oceans are in danger. There is too much overfishing.
2. Adda coordinating conjunction (see Chapter 1)
2 Our oceans are In danger, for there is too much overfishing,
2 There is too much overfishing, so our oceans are in danger,
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3. Add a subordinating conjunction (see Chapter 3}
® Qur oceans are in danger because there is too much overfishing.

¥ Because there is too much overfishing, our oceans are in danger.

4. Add a transition {see Chapter 4)
¥ There is too much overfishing. Therefore, our oceans are in danger.

» There is too much overfishing; therefore, our oceans are in danger.

5. Make one independent clause into a prepositional phrase (see Chapter 5)
¥ Because of too much overfishing, our oceans are in danger.

¥ Qur oceans are in danger because of too much overfishing.

PRACTICE 5: Correcting Comma Splices

This paragraph has five comma splices. Find them and underline them. Then rewrite
the paragraph with corrections on another piece of paper. Try to correct the comma
splices by using each of the five ways explained above.

The Power of Water

When | was a boy, my father and | warted to get rid of some huge rocks
near our house in the countryside, my mother wanted to plant a vegetable
garden. The rocks were enormous, we couidn’t move them., Unfortunately, we
didn't have the equipment to move such heavy cbjects. We decided to use an
ancient method. We waited until winter, then we built a fire around some of the
largest rocks. That made them crack a little bit, That wasn't enough, in the
evening, we poured water into those cracks and left. The water froze overnight
since water expands when & turns to ice, by the next morning, the large rocks

had cracked into smaller pieces. We could easily carry away the smaller pieces.

In short, water beats rock every time!

WRITING TO COMMUNICATE

Your Turn

In this assignment, you are going to develop your first complete essay. Review the
steps outlined in Appendix 1 on page 173.

Step 1: Analyzing the Assignment
Here’s what your professor said:

Write a four- or five-paragraph essay on ways water can be used for fun and
enjoyment, You may work with other students if you wish; however, you should do
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your own writing. Your essay is due . T will accept a hard copy
in class or a copy attached to an e-mail.

Be sure that you understand the assignment before you move on.

Step 2: Brainstorming

In small groups or pairs, discuss the possible ways you could respond to the
assignment. Practice brainstorming in any way that you like. While you may get
ideas from your classmates, you should write your own notes.

Step 3: Organizing Your ideas

Narrow your topic, eliminating irrelevant ideas and adding relevant ones. Write
your thesis statement and make an outline, Follow this one if you like.

Thesis statement
e

Topic of body paragraph {
pig
Topic of body paragraph 2
B

Topic of bady paragraph 3
>

Step 4: Writing the First Draft

Follow your outline to write the first draft. It may be easier if you write the body
paragraphs first. Then write the introductory and concluding paragraph.

Step &: Rewrlting the First Draft

Put your essay away for at least 30 minutes and then reread it. If you have a
classmate to work with, read each other’s essays and comment on them for each
other. If you don’t have anyone else to work with, read your own essay as if
someone else had written it. Be criticall Think of these questions for revision first:

® Do you need a few more examples?
& Should you shorten or lengthen an anecdote?

@ Does everything in your body paragraphs support your thesis statement and
help the reader understand your position?

Next, edit your essay by looking critically at your language, spelling, and punctuation.
Look at the words you have chosen and see if you can find synonyms for words you
have used too many times. If you type your essay, use the spell checker function, but be
careful: the spell checker does not know the difference between their, they’re, and there.
Check your nouns: Have you used the proper definite and indefinite articles? Read
your verbs: Are they in the correct tense?
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Slep 6: Writing the Final Paper {or Next Drafi)

Write your final draft. Use good paragraph format, including your name and the
date in the upper right-hand corner. Your teacher might also ask you to include the
name of the course and the name of the class, That's it—congratulations! You have
completed your first academic essay.

Peer Help Worksheet

Trade essays and textbooks with a classmate. Read your classmate’s essay while

your classmate reads yours. Check off (¢} the items in your partner’s book as you

evaluate them. Then return the essays and books. If any of the items in your book

are not checked off, and you agree with your partner, correct your essay before
“turning it in. Use a pencil if you write on your classmate’s essay or book.

CONTENT
B8 What did you find most interesting about this essay?

What type of support is used in this essay? (Check all that apply.)

afacts ...l e L
b. examples ....... [, (W
C.ARECHOLES . ov vt veerrn it e et L
ORGANIZATION
Does the essay have a thesis statement with these elements?
a. Topic (f so, circle it} ....... e, e L
b. Controlling idea (if so, underline it) ............coon... 2
¢. Predictor (if so, putaboxaround i) ............vuin... L
How many body paragraphs does this essay héve?
a. Does each have a topic sentence? If so, underlineit. ....... [
If no, is it clear from the thesis statement what the topic of
this paragraph 187 . . .ot e Q
b. What is the function of the last sentence in each body
paragraph?
e a true concluding sentence. . ............ e "
e abridgetothe nextparagraph. . .........cooieionn.. [
MECHANICS
BB 1s this essay written with correct paragraph fqrma’c? .......... a

24 Do you think there are any comma splices that need to
DO COMTECIEAT .ttt vttt e et L

if s0, point them out to your classmate.
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Writing to Communicate . . . More

For more writing practice, write an essay about one of these topics. For further
help with the writing process, see Appendix 1 on page 173.

1. Describe one or more sports played in water or on snow or ice.

2. Many parts of the Earth have land for agriculture, but the fack of water makes
it very difficult to grow food. Write an essay about methods of irrigation that
you are familiar with. You may include both historical and modern methods.

3. Would you prefer to live by a lake, a river, or an ocean? Write an essay that
states and explains your preference.
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REVIEWING TERMS .

Answer these questions about the essay on page 110.

L

2.

What type of introductory paragraph does this essay have? (Check one.)
{Q general to specific 0 anecdote (3 historical

What parts does the thesis statement have? (Check all that apply.}
{3 topic (Circle it.}

{3 controlling idea (Underline it.) .

{3 predictor (Put a box around it.}

What type of support is used to convince the reader? (Check all that apply.) Give
an example of each type that you find.
Q facts

{3 examples

{J anecdotes

What is the function of the first sentence in each body paragraph? (Check one
for each paragraph.)

Body paragraph 1: U topic sentence W bridge  ( neither
Body paragraph 2: (1 topic sentence Qbridge U neither
Body paragraph 3: (U topic sentence Clbridge U neither

‘What is the function of the last sentence in each body paragraph? (Check cne
for each paragraph.)

Body paragraph 1: O concluding sentence U bridge (2 neither
Body paragraph 2: O concluding sentence ~ (U bridge {3 neither
Body paragraph 3: [ concluding sentence  Qbridge Q) neither

What components does the concluding paragraph have? (Check all that apply.)
(3 restaternent of the thesis statement
O summary of the body of the essay

{3 final comment
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Greenpeace: Defender of the Eeriroﬁ'niéhf:'

The Gresnpeace Foundation is an organszation of ordlnary pe opl &
from around the world who find selutions to global enwronmental 61@
organization was started in the early 1970s to defend humaﬂ, anxmaf .
Today, Greenpeace continues to protect the environment by ezvq:)osmg“E ;IEega% ﬂshmg, L
saving old forests, and reducing the pollutxon of our air and water -

There are countless coastal communities around the world. The people fivin'g
in these communities survive by fishing off their shores. However, the se?io_us ﬂ.
problem of illegal fishing has decreased the amount of fish that is available:in
these places. This type of fishing is called pirate fishing because ships that do this
steal fish in huge quantities and leave the water nearly empty of fish. To combat?
this practice, Greenpeace is making a list of these ships so that countries will
know whether or not the fish they are buying is legal. Other Greenpeace activities
are much more personal, however.

Ancient forests are forest areas that are mostly undisturbed by peo;ﬁle. One
example of an ancient forest is the Great Bear Rain Forest, which covers western
Canada. This forest was damaged by clear-cutting, which means that every single
tree in a large area is cut down at the same time. The clear-cuiting seriously
harmed the population of grizzly bears and saimon. Greenpeace members put
themselves between the trees and the tree cutters. They experienced a victory on
August 26, 1899, when the U.S. company Home Depot, a major buyer of wood
from the Great Bear Rain Forest, announced that it would stop selling wood
products from rain forests. Although this was only a small step in the process of
protecting the forests we have left, it was still a significant event.

However, the major threat to plants, animals, and people is neither pirate
fishing nor clear-cutting but the extremely toxic® chemicals released into the air
and water. Greenpeace has helped local pecple protest against companies that
produce such poliution. One small victory happened in Louisiana in the late 1990s.
For three years, a plastics company had tried 1o establish PVC# factories next to
schools and hoemes in the small town of Convent, Louisiana. PVC is a common
type of plastic used in everything from children’s {oys to kitchen containers. PVC
itself is safe, but its manufacturing produces dicxin, an extremely toxic chemical.
With the help of Greenpeace, the citizens of Convent won their baitle in September

of 1998, when the plastics company withdrew its plans to build the factories.




IR conciusuon each wctory5 gnves us hope bu’e 'they are mall 'E: vhi

W|th the problems we face. Even so, Greenpeace activists fsght on, and thetr efforts
in preventing pirate fi shlng, protectmg ancient forests, and limiting the use of
darigerous chemicals are showing some positive effecis. Because of Greenpeacs,

the world will be & little safer for our children and our children’s children.

1expose v. to show somethmg that is usually ‘ :‘f 3toxlc aaﬂf pmsonous
covered or hldden LT 4PVC . an abbrewaifon for polyvmy% chloride
2combat v.to fry to stop somethmg bad fmm o B tory . the sticeess you achleve by ;

happemng orgetﬂng Worse Ll - battle, game, of election - .

ERROR ANALYSIS

Analyze and mark the sentences below.

" o Write C in the blank if the sentence is correct.
© Write F if the sentence is a fragment.

e Write RO if the sentence s a run-on sentence.
e Write CS if the sentence has a comma splice.

Then correct the sentences that have mistakes. Compare your corrections with a
classmate.

— 1. Some animals don’t have sufficient shelter their predators can easily kill
them.

2. My eyesight may be fuzzy, my hearing is keen.

3, After George inherited a farm in Oldahoma.

—— 4. Julia is proud of the fact that she’s been to all seven continents.
5

. Oceans, lakes, and ponds are bodies of water, a river is an example of
water in motion.

—— 6. When [ opened the door and smelled the air, I knew my mom was
cooking my favorite meal.

—— 7. Traveling in the desert last summer in our old truck,

e 8. Bruce is a storm chaser he will go anywhere at anytime o try to get a
picture of a tornado.

— 9, The Arctic tundra is one of the coldest places on the Earth, yet it is also
one of the most beautiful in my opinion.

e 10, There are many endangered species in the world, the cockroach is not

one of them.

hy
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R
What type of
exercise do you
do on a regular
basis? Share your
answer with a
classmate.

Look at the list of words in the chart. Discuss their meaning with a classmate and
your teacher. Use a dictionary if necessary. Then look at the pictures on page 115,
Which of the words in the chart do you associate with each picture? Write them
on the lines. Words can be used more than once. Then share your ideas with

a classmate,
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WORDS ABOUT EXERCISE
Nouns Adjectives Verbs
couple aerobic climb
endurance  coordinated  dance
heart rate individual iog
pace rhythmic stretch
stamina steady swing




| WRITING FOCUS

Process

In this chapter, you will practice writing essays that describe a process. A process is
a series of events or steps that are orderly and predictable. You can describe a
process in the past, such as how something happened; a process in the present,
such as how something works; or a process in the future, such as how to do
something. A process essay describes the steps or stages in the change of something
into something efse. To write this type of essay well, it is important to make sure
that all the steps are covered and that they are presented in chronological order.

Graphic Organizers

The number of paragraphs in a process essay depends on how you organize your
information. Some essays are very simple and have only three paragraphs: an
introduction, a long body paragraph, and a conclusion. Other essays may have two,
three, or even more body paragraphs.
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‘Graphic Organizer 1

Introductory paragraph

Thesis statement

Long hody paragraph

All the steps in the correct chronological ord_ér

First steps

Last steps

Concfuding paragraph _

Essay conclusion

Graphic Organizer 2

Introductory paragraph

Thesis statement

Body paragraph 1

Compenents, tools, and equipment

Body paragraph 2
Description of the process step-by-step
First step

|

Next step

|

{Next step)
etc.

Concluding paragraph

Essay conclusion




Graphic Organizer 3

Introductory paragraph

Thesis statement

Body payagréph_ 1
Components, tools, and equipment

OR.

The first par't 6{ the Prdces"s o

Body paragraph 2

The first (or next) step of the proceee"

Body paragraph 3

The next steps of the process

(More body paragraphs as needed)

The end of the process

Concluding paragraph

Essay conclusion

Model Essay 1

AChangeOf Heart Ll

_H is Holmess the Dalal Lama has saud that ail human belngs seek happmess

' 'and freedom from suffering. However what br:ngs happmess and 3oy? F“rorn my ke
expenence what gives you the most pleasure varies a Eot with the kind of person
you are bet it also depends on your stage of life. Our concept of heppmess goes
through five stages as we mature. "

In the first stage of life, our happiness depends mostly on family ties. A child
needs security and attachment to one or more adults to be happy. Babies gaze1
adoringly into the eyes of their mothers because that's what makes them happy.
When children smile at their parents and their parents smite back, they feel safe
and joved, Parents are their entire worlci’. However, we don't remain babies; we

grow into the next stage of life. .
(continued)
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What bnngs you
the most
happiness at your
present age? Do
you think you have
changed since you
were a child?
Discuss your
answer with a
classrmate.

As children become teenagers, they often try to distance themselves from
the family that previously was their entire universe. In Western cultures parents
almost expect their teenager to be rébellious.? Nevertheless, in all cultures
teenagers seek other people their own age outside their families, and they f[nd
their happiness primarily in socializing with their friends.

in the next stage, early aduithood, our concept of happiness changes again.
At this stage, most people seek attachment to one special parson. Thié -
expectation and desire to find happiness in & romantic attachment is so str'qng in
some oultures that people feel unhappy if they don’t find it. In other cultures,
mutual respect between marriage pariners is more highly valued than romantic
love, but the attachmant between the two people is just as strong.

As they enter a later stage of adulthood, m'any people begin to expand their
views. They move from only seeking happiness from a two-person relationship to
seeking fulfillment from achieverments and social refations. Their circle grows wider,
including long-term friends as well as an extended family, and many people focus
intensely on achieving career goals. Because most people are also financially better
off at this stage, many begin to travel, and they find a lot of satisfaction in meeting
and forming relationships with people from other cultures.

Finally, in the last stage of life, we mature into old age, and
the idea of what brings us happiness often changes again. At this
stage, many people begin to realize that possessions and money

didn't really bring iasting happiness. They seek happiness in self-

actualization® through helping others, through artistic efforts, or from
spirituality,

In conclusion, the baby looks for happiness in the intimate contact with
loving parents, but teenagers seek to break the bonds which held them so tight.
While young adults look for happiness through a perfect mate, older adults often
seek enjoyrent in recognition of their achieveh@nts or in friends, and mature
adults tend to lock for personal or spiritual satisfaction. As we live through the

stages of life, we change, and change, although never easy, is the spice of life.

Tgave v. to look intently at
something

2rebellious adf. disobedient. .
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PRACTICE 1: Analyzing Model Essay 1
With a classmate, discuss the answers to these questions about Model Essay 1. -
1. Does the thesis staterment have these things? (Check'all that apply.) .-
0O clear topic R
1 controlling idea

(1} predictor
2. How many steps are in the process?
3. Which organizational pattern is used in the essay?

- Model Essay 2

ulture Shock

__Imoved to another country hent i

‘—.'for ten years By now it 18 very c:ornfortabte ; i;\re in my new country -

: :EAithough | was happy at flrst after a Whlie I began Ito feei ""lserab!e Luckliy fcr _‘. :

: me a fnend of mlne showed me how the process 0 ad;ustmg to a néwy cuftuz’e
goes 1I:hrc}ugh dzsttnct stages Her explanations made me fee% more secure
because then | coulct pred;ct how i Would fee] abou’s my new home Aocordlng to
my fraend s exp]anatlon there are four stages of cultural adjustment

Initially, you feel happy in th@ new enwronment It s new and it's exciting.
You thmk that everything here is better than where you were before. My friend
cailed this the "honeymcon” stage The second stage comes very quickly, and it’s

" almost unavo&dab}e. Your initial love affair thh your new country guickly turns to
hate. Suddenly, you start to see everything that seems wrong with this country. It
could be the traffic, the way people smile or don't smile, the customs about
paying attertion to time, or even the food. My friend told me that this unhappy
feeling was quite natural and that | ought to notice it, but that | shouldn't pay too
much attention to it. If | could just hoid on and survive this culture shock peticd,
she said | would arrive at the next stage: acceptance. This is the stage in which
you realize that your new country is truly different from the one in which you grew
up, but that there are no rights and wrongs in cufture, It just is. Once you accept
that, you can keep working toward your geals. However, she also said that there
was a fourth stage, which she called the “at home” stage. At this stage, you feel
at home in the new country, and vou feel completely comforiable with yvour daily
life. You know how to do smail things like buy a newspaper, fil your car with gas,
or book an airplane flight over the telephone,

{continued)
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Have you'ever -
experiénced any
of the stages of
cultural -~
adiustment?
Discuss your
experiences with a
classmate. - .

| 'aﬂd i have pessed through evef;/ one. Hewever wha’t my fﬂend drdn‘t teii e is
that when you return to your native couni'ry, you are very likely to go through the
stages all over again! | have heard this called “re-entry shock.” Knowing this
helps me a lot as | travel back and forth between my native country and my

adopted country.

# PRACTICE 2: Analyzing Model Essay 2
With a classmate, discuss the answers to these questions about Model Essay 2.
1. Does the thesis staternent have these things? (Check all that apply.)
[ clear topic
Q' controlling idea
Q predictor
2. How many steps are in the process?
3. Which organizational pattern is used in the essay?

Model Essay 3

How to Gam Flfty Founds 7:_ ‘i

_ When we are born 'kwe all we;gh between sax and ten pounds Never’the!ess _
" aswe grow, some of us mcrease to 300 pounds and some of us on[y ’{o 1(}0
pounds Why does thts [nr:a;:)pen‘> Part of it has to do wnth genetlcs and whether .
our genes teli us ’to grow tait and b[g or short and si;m On the other harzd a
large part of the difference a!so has to do with our hab_n’gs_. it's not difficult to gain
_\n_;eégi';t if you follow these s’teps. |

You only need two Engfediehts to gain weight: less activity and more food.
The body is a rather simple machine. It takes in fuel in the form of food, and it
burns fuel through exercise. If the body takes in more fuel from the calories in
food than it burns off in living and exercising, it will store the exira calories as
body fat.

The first step in the process of gaining weight is to decrease your dalily levet
of activities. For example, if you usually walk fo work or school, you can drive
instead. Make sure you park very close to your workplace so you don't have to
move much, and take the elevator instead of the stairs. !If you usually enjoy a
game of fennis or like to iog, stopl Remember that aerobic exercise is your

enemy. Every way you can find to decrease the amount of calories you burn will
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.'help you add more pounds Seconci" _y_ou n‘ 'd

you can It you usuaily eat a iot of vegétabie .or LS '_

1o gam weight, you need the kind of food that has 2 large amount of calortes 'er_ ‘
gram, For that reason, if you eat a doughnut or three for breakfast mstead 6f a.
howl of cereal with milk, you'll be sure to gain weight Slmnarly, if you substitute a.
double cheeseburger for your normat lunchtirme appie and yogurt, you'll gain even
more, Finally, make sure to drink a lot of sugary soft drinks with your meal.

As you can see, gaining weight is easi/. You may not like all that fat and
sugar in the beginning, but if you work at it, you'll get quite used o it. By

foliowing these steps, | promise you can gain fifty pounds in a year

PRACTICE 3: Analyzing Model Essay 3
- With a classmate, discuss the answers to these questions about Model Essay 3,
. 1. Does the thesis statement have these things? (Check all that apply.)

U clear topic

() controlling idea

U predictor
2. How many steps are in the process?
3. Which organizational pattern is used in the essay?

4. Why de you think the writer chose to write about this serious topic
{(weight gain) in a humorous way?

PRACTICE 4: Ordering the Steps in a Process

Daniel feels that his life is too busy. He wants to calm down. He wants to practice
meditation. What are his first steps in learning how to meditate?

Write the numbers 1 through 7 in the exercise below. Then compare the order for the
steps you chose with a classmate. If your answers are different, discuss the reasons for
your choices.

My Choices My Classmate’s

Pay attention to your breath.

Open your eyes.

If your mind wanders, focus
again on your breath.

Find a quiet place to sit.

Start to breathe slowly.

Close your eyes.

Notice how you've become
calmer.
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| STRUCTURE AND MECHANICS

Chronological Connectors

As you know, connectors join sentences and improve the relationship of ideas in a
text. There are several different types of connectors: transitions, conjunctions, and
prepositions. This chart reviews the different type of connectors and provides a list
of some common ones used in essays that describe a process.

“ - Chronological Connectors

connect two : first Sue played basketball.
independent second After that, she played
clauses next tennis.
I then’
after that
at this point
lateron
finally
imtroduce adverb after After Sue played
i clauses before basketball, she played
' since tennis.
when Sue played tennis after
while she played basketball.
cornect two and : Sue played basketball,

" independent clauses and she played tennis.
precede nouns after After playing basketbali,
or noun phrases - before Sue played tennis.

‘ 1 in additionio . Sue played tennis after
prior to playing basketball.
since '

_ PRACTICE 5: Adding Connectors

Read the ten steps below describing the process of making scrambled eggs. Then write
a complete paragraph using the sentences and the connectors in parentheses.

Note that the steps are in the imperative. When a subordinating conjunction is
used, you will need to change the imperative verb. Use you as the subject and a
present tense verb in the adverb clause. For example:

B Pour milk into the glass. Add chocolate syrup. (before)
Pour milk into the glass before you add chocolate syvup.
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. Break three eggs in a bowl,

Mix them using a wire whisk,

. Add one tablespoon of water for each egg.

Add a pinch of salt.

Heat a frying pan.

. Melt one tablespoon of butter in the pan.

. Pour in the egg mixture,

Stir the eggs by scraping the pan with a spatula,
. Stop scraping when the eggs are golden yellow.
. Don’t overcook the eggs. Cooking eggs too long makes
them rubbery.

Sentence 1 (first) spatula

VNS U R W~

o
f=

Sentence 2 (next)

Sentences 3 and 4 (after) (Note: Change the imperative verb.}

Sentence 5 (at this point)

Sentences 6 and 7 (after) (Note: Change the imperative verb.)

Sentences 8 and 9 (unzil)

Sentence 10 {finally)

Reviewing Comma Use

You have learned how to use commas correctly with coordinating conjunctions
(page 13), in lists (page 27), with adverbial clauses (page 41), with transitions
(page 58), and with prepositional phrases (page 72). Practice 6 reviews of all these
uses of a comma.
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PRACTICE 6: Using Commas in a Process Paragraph

Insert commas in the correct places in this paragraph. The paragraph needs
12 commas.

Training for My First Marathon

My year of training for my first marathon consisted of three stages. First of
all | needed to improve my strength so | started going to a gym every day. | did
anaerobic exercises with free welghts tock a weightlifting class and even
climbed the gym's rock wall, At this point | started working on my flexibility. |
added yoga to my exercise routine. After a few months | really noticed a
difference. Without any difficulty | could stretch far enough to touch the fioor.
My third stage was an emphasis on stamina. After | started jogging every
morning my resting heart rate was slowing down and | was breathing better.
The aerobic nature of jogging really heiped me. At the end of my year in training

t finally felt brave enough to register for the marathon. | never thought it would

be possidle but | actuaily competed in a marathen tast year and it was great!

| WRITING TO COMMUNICATE

Your Turn

Your process essay assignment for this chapter is How fo stay physically healthy.
Start by brainstorming with your classmates the many aspects of physical health.
For example, ask yourselves questions like these:

@ Daoes the food we eat matter?

@ Does it matter when we eat it?

e What kinds of exercises should we do?
# How can we avoid illness?

Second, select the aspects of physical health you want to write about. Now organize
your ideas in an outline and start planning your thesis statement. Some people
write the thesis statement and the body paragraphs first and the introduction and
conclusion afterward. Then read through your essay and revise it as necessary. At
this point, exchange your essay with a classmate and use the Peer Help Worksheet
to give each other feedback. Finally, with your classmate’s comments and your own
ideas, edit your essay and write the final draft, paying special attention to
punctuation and capitalization.
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Feer Help Worksheet

Trade essays and textbooks with a classmate. Read your classmate’s essay while
your classmate reads yours. Check off {v') the items in your partner’s book as you
evaluate them. Then return the essays and books. If any of the items in your book
are not checked off, and you agree with your partner, correct your essay before
turning it in. Use a pencil if you write on your classmate’s essay or book.

CONTENT Y
What citci you Iike most about thls essay'?

ORGANIZATION - s
HE What does the thesus statement contaln'? (Check aH that apply'

b. controiiing: ide'a.'.?:"__ _
c. predtctor L

| What does the mtroduc’ucn contam? (Check one)
a anecdote e e e e e e '
b. hlstorlcai mformatson . '..:_._.:.-.._'. _
c. general to specmc orgamzation S R o

% How many steps are listed in the process'? I _
Are they in the correct order? .......... SO . .' R D
E8 What does the conctudmg paragraph dc? (Check all that apply)
a. restates the thesis ............ .00, e I:.] -
b. summarizes the cfeps ................ IO o
c. gives a final comment ............ PO R
MECHANICS - | B
T How many of the followmg connectors are there In this essay?
{(Write the number in the blank.}
a. coordinating conjunctioris -

b. subordinating conjunctions
c. transitions ‘

Do you think commas are used correctly with each of these? . .. a
If not, discuss any possible mistakes with the writer. )
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Writing to Gommunicate . . . More

Process writing can be long and complicated, or it can be short and simple. Tt can
be a whole book (e.g., Dale Carnegie’s How to Win Friends and Influence People), a
medium-length article in a magazine (“How to Lose 10 Pounds in 10 Days” or
“How to Succeed in Business”}, or just a list of steps to program your DVD player
or set up an e-mail account. Following are some other topics that lend themselves
to a process organizational pattern. Choose one and write an essay about it.
Sports and Games

All over the world, people play games in their free time. These games range from
simple children’s games, such as jumping rope, to complex adult games such as
chess and tennis. Think of a simple sport or game and write an essay describing
how to play it. Consider the following:

® What equipment do you need?
& What are the main rules of the game?

e How do you win the game?

Preparing For and Surviving Disasters

Natural disasters can happen anytime and anywhere. How can you be well -
prepared for such a disaster? What could you do before, during, and after it to
increase your chances of survival? Choose from these natural disasters:
earthquakes, mudslides, avalanches, hailstorms, tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, and
snowstorms. Write an essay explaining how you can prepare for and survive this
disaster. Consider the following:

o What supplies would you need to survive until help comes? (food, water, heat
source, clothes, medical supplies, etc.)

e How can you make vour home safe from a disaster?
@ What kind of plan should you make to contact family or friends?
o What should you do and not do during the disaster?

o What are the first things to do to recover from the disaster?

Tongue-in-Chesk

Write a funny essay in which you describe how to do the opposite of what people
usually want to do. Consider the following:

& How to fail a test
& How to be a boring person
@ How to break up with your boyfriend or girlfriend

# How to make a lot of enemies
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VOCABULARY BUILDER

We all have many sides to our personality. In addition, we react differently in

different situations. Even so, some of our basic personality characteristics tend to

stay fairly constant.

A. Below are eight pairs of adjectives describing personality characteristics. Describe
yourself using the words in each pair. Discuss your answers with a classmate.

assertive/passive
ambitious/easygoing
cautious/reckless

creative/detail-oriented

daring/timid
arganized/disorganized
outgoing/shy

stubborn/flexible

[ arm more

I am more

I am more

[ am more

1 am more

I am more

Tam more

I am more

than I am

than I am

than I am

than [ am

than I am

than I am

than I am

than I am
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B. Circle the adjective that best describes the personality of each person.
1. Zuleia almost always says no to party invitations because she feels
uncomfortable about meeting new people.
a. disorganized b. shy ~ c. passive

2. Maria Belen always agrees to do everything her husband wants to do—even
when she doesn’t want to do it.

a. daring b. stubborn C. passive

3. ‘When the Robinson family traveled to Asia last year, they spent six months
planning the trip before they left.

a. organized b. assertive c. easygoing

4. Adam read a lot of extra books and studied on the weekends because he
wanted to get an A in the class.

a. timid b. ambitious ¢. cautious

5. Paulo loves looking at a blank piece of paper and imagining what he could
write oR it, but he hates editing his writing.

a. flexible b. reckless ¢. creative

WRITING FOCUS =

Classification

When you classify, you divide objects, people, or ideas into groups or categories. It
is semething we do constantly. You might organize movies into those you like and
those you don’t like; you might divide people you know into those who are
outgoing and those who are quiet; you might classify music into classical, rock and
roll, country, rap, and so on. .

You always classify according to a principle even though you may not be aware of
it. For example, consider the topic of boats. If you want to write an essay classifying
boats, you will state the subject you are describing (boats), the classification
principle (for example, how they move), and the categories (in this case, sailboats,
powerboats, rowboats).
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PRACTICE 1: Classifying People

Discuss with your classmates different ways you could classify peaple by filling in this
chart. There are nio correct answers; the answers will depend on the choices vou make.
- One example has been done for you.
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PRALTICE 2: Determining the Classification Principle

The classification principle is understood, but not stated, in these five thesis
staternents. Select a, b, or ¢ as the understood classification principle. Then compare
your answers with a classmate.
1. There are two types of high schools in the United States: public and private.
a. quality of instruction '
b. qualification of the teachers
¢. payment for the school

2, Deep-sea fishing, shore
fishing, and river fishing are
the kinds of fishing most
people enjoy.

a. the size of the fish you catch
b. where you do the fishing h

¢ how much you like the
activity
3. Inthe gym where I work out,
there are front-row people,
middle-of-the-room people,
and back-row people.

a. where they usually place themselves
b. whether they are outgoing or shy
. their height
4. Mexican, Thai, and Italian are the three types of restaurants in my town.
a. the nationality of the owner
b. the type of food that is served
¢. the neighborhood the restaurant is in

PRACTICE 3: Writing Classification Thesis Statements

Look at the categories and principle for classifying each of the following three groups.
Then write a thesis statement for each group.

For example:

Subject: Writers
Principle: What they write
Categories: ngvelists reporters
pOELS £ssayists
Thesis statement: Novelists, reporters, poets, and essayists are four important
but different binds of writers,

1, Subject: Athletes

Principle: The kind of sports they play

Categories: individual team

Thesis statement:
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2. Subject: Actors

Principle: Where they act
Categories: OViES stage
: v

Thesis statement:

3. Subject: Teachers
Principle: "~ Personality
Categories: strict ' moderats
EaAsyaoIng

Thesis statement:

Paragraph Support in the Classification Essay

“How do you turn a simple classification into a full-length essay? The best way is to
choose detailed examples and descriptions to convince your reader that your
categories are reasonable.

For example, imagine that you have divided the group “my friends” into three
categories: worrywarts (people-who wotry all the time about everything),
bookworms (people who study all the time), and fatalists (people who feel that life
is outside their control). Your thesis statement is that all of your friends fali into
one of these three groups.

To get started, define the categories. Next, show your reader exactly what makes the
people in one group different from those in the other two. To do this, you may ask
yourself some questions:

¢ How does this type of person act?

o How does this person feel and behave in certain situations in which the others
would feel and behave very differently?

o How do I feel when I am with a person like this?

The answers to those kinds of questions will lead you to the illustrations you can
use to support your thesis statement.

PRACTICE 4: Brainstorming Ideas for Paragraph Development

With your classmates, discuss what these three types of people do in the following
situations. Write notes next to each category.

1. It’s 8:00 A.M., and the writing class starts at 8:30 oM. The bus should have left
at 7:45 aM., but it’s late, and your friend won’t get to class on time. What
would this person do?

a worrywart:

a boOKWOIII: 1y yuipueld thisk that this is a great gpportunty to veread the texthook
lesson for that day.

a fatalist:

{continued)
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2. Your friend was in a car accident. He wasn't hurt badly, but the insurance
company says it was his fault, and it won’t insure your friend again next year,
What would this person do?

a worrywart:

a bookworm:

a fatalist;

3. The TOEFL” test is two weeks from now. Your friend must get a high score to
be admitted to her favorite college. What would this person do?

a worrywart:

a bookworm:

a fatalist:

Graphic Organizer

Organizing a classification essay is not difficult because each of the categories
you've established becomes a body paragraph. The number of categories
determines the number of body paragraphs.

Introduction

Thesis statement

Body paragraph 1
Description and iliustration of category 1

Body paragraph 2
Description and illustration of category 2

Body paragraph 3
Description and illustration of category 3

Conciuding paragraph

el ‘PRA;CT?CE 5: Qutlining an Essay

Work with a classmate. Complete the following outline of an essay describing your
friends as worrywarts, bookworms, and fatalists using the actions and activities you
described in Practice 4.
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Title:
Introduction:

Thesis
staternent:

Paragraph It

Paragraph 2:

Paragraph 3:

Conclusion:

My Friends
Why I like them all

Almost all my friends can be divided into worrywarts, bookworms,
or fatalists.

The worrywarts
What they do when they’re late for something:

What they do when they have money trouble:

What they do when there’s an important exam coming up:

The bookworms

What they do when they’re late for something:

What they do when they have money trouble:

What they do when there’s an important exam coming up:

The fatalists
What they do when thev're late for something:

What they do when they have money trouble:

What they do when there’s an important exam coming up:

In conclusion, knowing which category my friends fall into is very
useful for me because I know exactly who to ask for help in every
situation.
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Model Essay 1

Mo Man Is an island

“No man is an island, entire of ftself * —Jotin Donne, 1572—1 631

Sometimes | wish that | were adopted and that | didn't know who my parents"'
were. Then no one could say, “Your cousin Thomas gets all A’s in school so why '
can't you?” or “That hair of yours is just like your grandmothers theres nothsng
you can do about it.” The truth is that I'm not adopted, and even though i try to _
fight against it, | see family traits in myself alt the time. The three mam personality
types in my family are athletic, studious, and materialistic.?

My father and his brother (my uncle Jonas) are athletic. They're both tali and
strong. My father gets up at 5 A.m. every Sunday to drive two hours to a goif
course. On weekdays, he parks his car three miles away from his office just so he
can walk to work. My uncle Jonas is a terror on the basketball court. Even when
he’s playing with his seven-year old son, he plays to win. | know that some of that |
athleticism? has come down to me because even though | don't play sports
seriously, 1 love working up a sweat in the gym. |

The studious types in my family are the ones everybody talks about. My cousin
Anna Louise, for example, is a goody-goody? high school student who wins many
school prizes. All she knows about life is what she has read in a textbook. My brather
Alfred is also studious, but he's totally different from Anna Louise. He's great with
cormputers. He can fix anything efectronic and reads all the latest electranics and
science magazines. Naturally, he gets top honors in his science and math classes. |
used to think that | was completely different from Anna Louise and Alfred, but now |
have discovered an academic subject that | really love: history. ¥'m so interested in
history that | carry books about history around with me evarywhere | go.

My mother’s two sisters and their children are the materialistic ones in our
family. These two aunts have brought their kids up to helieve that the only things
that are valuable in the world can be counted In money. Every time 'm with these
cousins, they tatk about how much thelr new watch cost or how much money
they’ii make when they go into business like their dads. After two hours of that, |
just have to get away. Still, | have to admit that there is a littie materialist inside
me as well. A friend asked to borrow my new leather coat the other day, but | said
no. | had saved my money a long time to buy that coat, and | didn’t want to share.

Like most people, | like to think that | am unique. However, as [ get otder, |
can see some of the family traits in my personatity. I'm not much of an athiete, but

when | play tennis I'l drive myself to exhaustion rather than lose a game. Even
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What personalsty” X

characterlstlcs in -

your family do you i
share? Doyou ..

think your _ ' ;

personality wouid -

| be different if you
had grown up ina
different famsly"
Share your .. .
answers wlth a_
classmate,

'though I never got gocd grades m school my new love of hsstory cieftmte!y shows
that | have some stud;ous charactenstlcs Aiso now that E am fsnai[y earmng some
money and have bought a few nice things, | realize that ] have more in common

with my irritating cousins than | used to think. Whether | like it or not, | see a little

of my relatives in myseif.

PRACTILCE 6: Analyzing Model Essay 1
With a classmate, discuss these questions about Model Essay 1.

1. What is the subject that is classified in this essay?

2. What is the classification principle?

3, How many categories does the writer divide the subject into?
4, What are the names of the categories in this essay?

Meodel Essay 2

May l Help You" o

The world'[s rapldiy changmg from an mdustrral economy to a se \ ice”
:economy There ate fewer and fewar smalt factories arsd farms As a result a
decreas;ng number of people are emp!oyed in manufecturzng 1 How many
shoemakers or bakers do you know? You probabiy don’t know any, but you do
know the advert!s;ng people for the shoemakers and the salespeople for oven
manufacturers. In a service ecanomy such as ours, there are serv:ce prowders and
consumers, who receive a service. According to the authority of the prowder there
are three basic relationships between service providers and consumers: customer
and salesperson, student and teacher, and patlent and doctor. '

In the retail? industry, people often say, “The customer is always right.”

What they mean is that a salesperson never argues with a customer. If a
350-pound man wants to buy a pink bikini swimsuit, that's his business. The
salesperson is there to make the customer feel good about shopping at that
particutar store so that he'li come back again and again. A salesperson can try to
interest the customer in a different style, but she never tells the customer what to
do. In the service relationship between the customer and the salesperson, the

customer has ali the authority.
{continued)
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3 "r'he“ re'la'tions'hi;o ‘be’twe'e“n' 'é‘fé’tédé

However once peopie are old enough to maka somo’oho:oos about hei

eduoatlon, the relationship obangos It you want to learn to piay the‘ipaan' fo
example, you will probably look for a teacher who wm teach you |o tho way y

want to Ieam Nevertheless, you still bollovo that your toacher knows muoh mo

about the subject than you do, so in this service relatzonshlp, the teacher has a e
medium level of authority. _ S : -
Certain service providers have such speciaiizod skills and kno'wiodge_ that"_we'
tend to allow them complete authority in making decisions about what’s best. The
doctor-patient relationship is an example of such a relationship. We expec’t {rigi’itiy
or wrongly) that the doctor is 'such an expert that if sho says, “You need surgery,”
we usuaily don't say, “Ne, thank you.” However, the medical profession is
changing as many patients are becoming better educated about their conditions.
It Is now common practice in many parts of the world to get a second doctor’s
opinion about how to treat a serious iliness. Even so, in the traditional doctor-
patient relationship, i is the doctor whe has most, If not all, of the authority.
In conclusion, most of us will be on both sides in a service relationship at
some point in our fives. You may be a customer at noon and a salesperson at
1 .M. You may be a teacher at age twenty-eight and a student at age fifty-eight.
if you become an expert in a certain field, such as engineering, medicine, law, or
psychology, you may be a client or patient one day and the service provider the
next. However, you witl never be both at the same time, and providing great
service to your clients will still be based on the fundamental® principle of

understanding what vour customer wants and rieeds.

Tmanufacturing n. the  2retail . the sale of 3compulsory ad.. -,
process of making goods in storesto | foqo[rgQi'by law "
goods in factories . people far thelr own R

uss .

PRACTICE 7@ Analyzing Model Essay 2
With a classmate, discuss these questions abour Model Essay 2.

1. What is the subject that is classified in this essay?

2. What is the classification principle?

3. How many categories does the writer divide the subject into?
4. What are the names of the categories in this essay?
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- Connectors of Example and Gonsequence

| STRUCTURE AND MECHANICS

In essays that classify, the use of connectors of example is crucial. In order for your
reader to clearly grasp how you are classifying, you need to give at least one
example of each category. In addition, you will frequently want to use connectors
of consequence (or result) in the concluding sentence of a paragraph to summarize
how your examples relate to your classification principle. Look at the chart and the
model sentences that follow. Pay careful attention to the use of commas and

semicolons.

CONNECTORS OF EXAMPLE AND CONSEQUENCE

Purpose

connect two
independent
clauses

connect two
independent
clauses

Connectors
of Example

for example
for instance

Connectors of
Consequence

asa
consequence
as a result
consequently
for this reason -
therefore

S0

Sample Sentences

Some of my friends
are shy. For example,
Ching and Hiro
never say much
when we are with
other people.

! enjoy the peaceiui
company of good
friends; therefore,
| appreciate the
serenily of Carlos
and Maria.

More and more
peaple who live
alone want a peat
for company, so
the pet services
industry has
expanded greatty.
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PRACTICE 8: Writing Sentences with Connectors

Combine the two ideas below with a connector of example or of consequence.
Change the tense of the verb in parentheses if necessary. Watch your punctuation!

For example:
P sunny day—(go} swimming

i was & sunny day. Therefore, we went suwimming,

1. miserable weather—{cancel} picnic

2. solar energy——(heat) water

3. sick—(go) to the doctor

4. living former U.S. presidents—(be) Bill Clinton

5. too much work—not (go} to the party

| WRITING TO COMMUNICATE

Your Turn

Now it is your turn to write a classification essay. Choose one of the four topics
below. Follow the process steps described in Appendix 1 on page 173, _
Topic 1: Friends

Classify your friends. When you brainstorm, think about how you could classify
your friends and what principle you could use. For exaraple, you could classify
them according to:

a. what vou do with them

b. how you met them

¢. what you learned from them
d. how close you feel 1o them
e. when they were your friends

Now organize your essay by following this outline.
Subject: sy friends

Principle:

Category 1

Category 2:

Category 3:
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Topic 2: Movies

There are lots of ways in which you can classify movies. For example, your
classification principle could be the country of origin of the movie, the way the
audience reacts to the movie, whether the actors sing in the movie or not,

and so on. Think of a classification principle that you are interested in and
write it here:

Subject: pavies

Principle:

-Category L.

Category 2:

Category 3:

Topic 3: My Family Characteristics

Choose three kinds of traits in your family, such as appearance, interests, and skill.
Write a thesis statement that includes these categories.

Consider the examples or anecdotes you will use to support your thesis statement.
For example, does your category of appearance include only such characteristics as
- height, or hair color, or the shape of your nose? Or are you also going to include
such characteristics as the way a person walks or sits or dresses? If you use the
categories of interests or skills, you will probably want to tell a brief story
(anecdote) to illustrate that category.

Subject: my family characteristics

Principle:

Category L

Category 2:

Category 3:
Topic 4: Athletes

Athletes can be classified according to many principles. One principle could

be how much money they earn. Another principle might be how hard or how
often they play. How many other principles can you think of to classify the subject
athletes?

Subject: athletzs

Principle:

Category 1:

Category 2:

Category 3:
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Peer Help Worksheet

Trade essays and textbooks with a classmate. Read your classmate’s essay while
your classmate reads yours. Check off (#) the items in your partner’s book as you
evaluate them. Then return the essays and books. If any of the items in your book
are not checked off, and you agree with your partner, correct your essay before
turning it in. Use a pencil if you write on your classmate’s essay or book.

i

CONTENT

What did you find most interesting about this essay?

ORGANIZATION

B8 Tnis essay has body paragraphs.

Does the thesis statement have a predictor? ................ |
B Does each paragraph describe one category? . ............. i

If not, write what you think the problem is:

# Does this essay have a concluding paragraph? .............. W

&} If there is a concluding paragraph, which of these components
does it have? {Check all that apply.)

@ a restaternent
© ASUMITIAIY ..ottt ittt ittt it W
e afinal COMMENt ... ... ...ttt e 3
MECHANICS
How many of the following connectors are there in this essay?
{Write the number in the blank.) -

connectors of example

connectors of consequence

# po you think commas and semicolons are used correctly

if not, discuss any possible mistakes with the writer
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Writing to Communicate . . . More

Look around you. Almost anything can be classified: trees, animals, chemicals,
theories of government, and so on. Here are some other topics that lend
themselves to a classification organizational pattern. Choose one and write an essay
about it. Refer to Appendix 1 to review the writing process before you write.

1. Some people like to have cats as pets, some people prefer snakes, and other
people can’t stand pets at all. Think about how you can classify people
according to the kinds of pets they like.

2. The number of jobs people can have seems endless, but many jobs have
common features. Classify the subject jobs into 2 manageable number of
categories—no more than five or six. Write an essay that classifies these jobs.

3, All countries have a political system of organization; however, they also differ
in the way their governments are set up. Using the classification principle of
political system, write an essay that explains your classification.
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A. How much do you know about cyberspace? Work with a classmate to match
the word with its definition. Then change the word form in the e-mail below if
necessary.

1. emoticon

2. instant messaging {IM)
3. chat
4. spam
5. surf
6

. wireless

Part Il Rhetorical Patterns

a.

b.

.
d.
e

f.

junk e-mail; e-mail you don't want from
someone you don't know

real-time communication in writing
between two people

use the Internet to look for information
a symbol for feelings; for example, @
Internet connection without a cable

real-time communication in writing among
more than two people




B. Use the words from Part A to fill in the blanks of the e-muil.

oy g A A T N Vo 4 S LT T, ST e e B b

Hi Carles,

| was watching TV last night with my computer on my lap—like | always do.
While | was {he Web, my neighbor knocked on the
door. She wanted me to teach her how fo Use . She
wanted to be able to “4alk” with her daughter in Connecticu. You know | have
a high-speed : cohnection, so 1 use IM quite a lot. {
showed her how to add her daughter to her e-mail contacts and how to star
up her IM program. | even showed her how to send a message with a couple

of .1 showed her the smiley face one: ©@. Of course,
she wasn't happy with only that. She said she also wanted to be
able fo with a lot of people &t the same time, so |

had to show her how to enter a chat room. She still wasnt finished, though!
She asked me how to stop getting e-mall she wasn't interested in, so |
showed her my program to stop and told her where
she could buy it. She said she'd be back tonight so | could help her install it
on her laptop, That's why 'm writing you from an Internet café tonight!

See you soon}

Jim
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C. Study the verbs below. Then, cricle the correct verh té"cgmpfete‘each sentence.

1. I in learning how to make a Web page and was finally successful,
a. persuaded b. persisted
2. I'm with work this week. Can we have lunch next week instead?

a. overwhelmed ' b. urged

3. Joan, can you your boyfriend to help me install an anti-virus
program? I get a lot of junk e~-mail, and U'm afraid Ull get a computer virus.

a. scroll b. persuade

4, I'm that I need to get a new Internet Service Provider {ISP). What
do you think?

a. convinced b. expanded

5. He me to stop sending him e-mail to his office account. He said
that his boss might see it and wouldn't like it.

a. urged b. emerged

WRITING FOCUS

Persuasion

Persuasion gets to the heart of academic writing. In a sense, the purpose of all
academic writing is to persuade someone to do something or to convince someone
of your point of view. This is why thesis statements give opinions. In a persuasive
essay, as in all essays, the body paragraphs explam your arguments or reasons why
you think the way you do.

Cheosing a Toplc for a Persuasive Essay

People can disagree about anything. They can disagree about how many cell
phones were sold last year, who the president of South Africa is, or what the best
kind of coffee is. However, none of these topics will make 2 good persuasive essay.
The first two topics are about facts, and statements about facts are either right or
wrong. The last topic deals with a matter of taste and personal belief, and
persuasive arguments do not change your personal tastes or your beliefs.
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When you write a persuasive essay, it’s important to choose a topic that can be
influenced by persuasive arguments. In addition, you must have an opinion about
this issue and state it. Arguments about legal topics are good examples. Should we
allow sixteen-year-olds to drive cars? If yes, why? If no; why not? Should we permit
tobacco or alcohol sales in our state? Why or why not? If you can’t see two sides

to an issue, then it probably won’t make a good persuasive essay.

PRACTICE 1: Determining What Makes a Good Topic
for a Persuasive Egsay

Below are six possible topics for persuasive essays. For each topic: Decide
whether you think each topic will make a good persuasive essay. Put a check
mark (¢') in the column of your choice. Discuss your choices with

a classmate.

poor persuasive poor persuasive essay
good persuasive essay topic; it's topic; it's a matter of
essay topic . about facts taste or personal belief

Ordering of Arguments

‘When you consider your arguments for a particular thesis statement you want to
support, you need to decide the order in which you want to present your ideas to
the reader. These are the main organizational patterns:

e Ascending order means starting with the least important and building up
to your strongest argument.

o Equal order means that you feel that all your arguments are of equal
importance, so the order in which you place your arguments isn't important.

The most common type of order used in persuasive essays is ascending order
because most writers want the reader to remember what the strongest argument is.
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Graphic Organizers

Ascending Ordek "

ln'zroductory B

S Thesus statemen

; support for that argumen'

Body paragraph 3

(v} most :mportant argument'and support for -
' that argument :

| C'oh;.l'déiﬁg paragraph-

Equal Order

Introductory paragraph

‘Thesis statement

Body paragraph 1

Your fsrst argument and support for that argument

" Body paragraph 2

Your second argument and supp rt for thiat argument
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PRACTICE 2: Ordering Arguments

Below you will find a thesis statement and three arguments to support it. With a
classmate, discuss which of these arguments are more or less important. Put number |
in front of the argument you think is most important, 2 in front of the second most
important, and 3 in front of the least important argument. Then explain to the class
why you ordered the arguments in this way.

Thesis statement: Electronic communication is hurting students’ writing skills.
Arguments:

‘Because they depend on the spelf checker, students aren’t learning how
to spell.

Students use the same casual style in their school papers as in their e-mails.

Students use abbreviations and emoticons even in their academic essays.

PRACTICE 3! Practicing Argumentation

Below are two thesis statements. With one or two classmates, discuss arguments that
" you can give fo support each thesis statement. Then order them.

" 1. Electronic communication is very useful for
senior citizens.

a.

b.

C.

2. Electronic communication is good for the environment.

a.

b.

Model Essay 1

Everyone Is Taikmg, and No One‘ s L|sten ng

Smce %he maddie of the 19903 the abnh‘cy to commumcate eiectromcaliy has
expanded dramatically. Electronic commumcatlon is changlng how people relate
{0 one another. However, one thing remains constant: These new forms of
communication are not face to fage. They are distant, and they keep people at a
distance. In my opinion, due to electronic communication, relationships today are
changing for the worse; they have become fragmented! sa.xp&rf%c:ial,2 and

anonymous. 3

{continued)

Chapter 11: Persuasion 147



Communication these days is becoming a process of
exchanging messages of two or three words. There is no longér'
time for serious and deep refiection. For example, in most
countries, sending a text message via a cell phone is much
cheaper than taiking on that phone, so people send each other
sifly messages fike “RU ready?” or “4 sure.” The language of
Shakespeare and Milten has become reduced to abbreviations.
With Instant Messenger (IM}, people send each other emdiicons
such as a smilay face instead of sentences. In addition, since
Instant Messenger depends on who has the fastest connection,
there cannot be real communication. There is no give-and-take. These
fragmented messages are not true communication.

The current ability to relate to one another electronically is largely textual;
that is, people read messages from each other. Blogs, or Web logs, have become
the way to communicate. However, anyone, anywhere can create a biog, and they
can write anything they want. There are millions of blogs being produced. It &
seems that everyone wants to shout, “Hey, here | am! This is me!”, but no one
really listens. No one responds. Another reason why relationships are becoming
more superficial is the spread of e-mail. It's impossible to have a serious
discussion with peopie through e-mall. Because they are overwhelmed by spam
in addition to real messages, people just skim what they see and either make a
rapid, thoughtiess response or ignore it completely. No one reads e-mail
messages carefully because there are just too many of them.

Finally, while one great advantage of the World Wide Web is that itis
anonymocus, this is also its major disadvantage. Anyone can pretend to be
anyone. For example, a sixteen-year-old high school student coutd say that he is
a twenty three-year-old college graduate, and the person reading his blog or
profile would never know. This type of anonymity can also put Internet users at
risk. There are many news stories about a criminal convincing a teenager to meet
him at a coffee shop or a mall. The feenager agrees to mest her internst friend
because she thinks she is meeting another teenager. The Web knows no one; a
person can invent an identity, It's clear that there can be no real communication
when it’s 80 easy for someone to remain anonymous.

In sheort, electronic cammunication has multiple advantages, but it also has
disadvantages. This new form of communication makes people lonelier because

they don’t make real and meaningful connections. The cemmunication is
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be ano ymous Fewer s;lly messages and more face-to- face communlcat

would make us better people, | think.

PRACTICE 4: Analyzing Model Essay 1

With a classmate, discuss the answers to the following questions.
1. Which organizational pattern does this essay follow? (Check one.)
3 ascending order U equal order
2. What is the predictor in the thesis staternent?

3. The first body paragraph supports the opinion that electronic communication
has made our relationships more fragmented. Give an example of each of the
communication methods the author mentions:

a. Abbreviations:

b. Emoticons:

4. How do the author’s examples of blogs and the increase of e-mail support the
second opinion that electronic communication is superficial? Give two examples,

a.
b.

5. Give two examples in the essay to support the author’s third argument that
electronic communication makes people anonymous.

a.
b.

6. Do you think this essay is convincing? Why or why not?

Model Essay 2

The number of s;ngls px opie m the. Umtad States has been mcreasmg fo‘

severai years Many of them Etke bemg smgte and do not want to ﬂnd a
maz’nage partner. Some, however, Want to f;nd someone bu’s they re too busy
to spend the time. They don' t want to invest tlms ina rs|atsonship, find out that
they aren't compatible, and have to start all over again. There is a solution to
this problem: cyberdating. Anycne who is seriously looking for a paﬂner should

try cyberdating. (contined)
continue
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: For one thing, cyberda%mg is extreme!y convenlen ; There a‘ :
reputable? W@bsr'ios that make it easy to post your proﬂle2 for others to se@ Once

you have posted your profile, you read about the thousands of others who have
done the same. You can take as much or as little time’ as you lske Iookmg thfough
the database. Also, these sites are available twenty—four hours a day, s0 you can '
search when you have the iime. o ' o '

Furthermore, cyberdating can keep you from belng hurt Too oﬁen on a flrst
date, you see boredom or disappomtmeﬂt in your date’s eyes. All you can‘do_ in’
this sftuation is to persevere® and hope the date ends early. With cybérda't_“i_og,_'
however, the people you decide to meet have already seen a photo'of 90(;‘, ané
they already know a lot about you. There is no surprise, so there is no
disappointment. in fact, it's just the opposite. You and your date are excited to
meet each other, and you look at each other with hope.

Finally, the anxiety4 of dating is greatly lessened with cyberdating.
Traditionally, men take the lead in dating. They are the ones who have to ask a
woman out on a date. They have to risk rejection® It's no better for women,
however, Many women still wait for a man 1o ask them out first. Then, if they
don’'t want to go out with him, they have to let the man down gently. While it’s
true that sometimes with cyberdating men still get rejected and women still
reject, you experience this in the privacy of your own hame. Mareover, you
never have to see the person again because you have never met! It's the
perfect solution.

In short, if you are looking for someone 1o date and sven marry, you should

go online and post your profile on a dating website. It's convenient, safé, and

worry-free.

1reputable adj. respected for belng henest and 4anx:ety n. strong feeilngs of worry about :
doing good work somathing S

2proﬁte n. & short descrption that gives irnportant 5re;ection n the act of rso% acc:eptmg somet

details about someacne or semething

Sphersevere v. to continue trymg to do somethmg o
difficult in a determined way i A

PRACTICE 5: Analyzing Model Essay 2
With a classmate, discuss the answers fo these questions about Model Essay 2.
1. Which organizational pattern does this essay follow? (Check one.)
L} ascending order [ equal order
2. What is the thesis statement? Does it have a predictor? If so, what is it?

3. Does each of the body paragraphs have a clear topic sentence? Underline the
topic sentences.
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4. Are the topic sentences necessary? Why or why not?

5. What are the argurents that the author gives to try to convince the reader of
the value of cyberdating?

6. Do you think this essay is convincing? Why or why not?

STRUCTURE AND MECHANICS

Connectors of Argumentation

As you know, connectors are useful in showing relationships between ideas in your
writing. The connectors commonly used in persuasive essays are transitions. Some
transitions order your arguments as ascending or equal. Others are used to
strengthen an argument. Look at this chart and study the sample sentences.

-Wh en m away on
usiness, e-mail allows L
'e 1o commuricate w:th ,

my wsfe every day indeed, .
.we seem to communicats
;best through e-maijl. o

| Cindeed . 'mo
_imdependent Z:,‘._" orte
._c:‘auses Cinfaet o e

o stgn:fxéant]y

f-_There are many thmgs 0
‘remember when you write .
.a research papeér on the -

' aboveall  computer. Above all, you .
S . must save your document |
“most of all : ;. frequently so that you

-don’t lose any work, ="+

connect two .edualiy ~ . finally * There are nﬁahy.

.- independent important . .o 0T -reasons to-have . -
Clauses oot et saverdl @-mail accounts,
Lo o forome oo for.one thing, youcan
thing -~ - lastly . ' “keep your social fife and
I © T your professional life
for another ' _ ‘separate, .
thing et
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PRACTICE 6: Using Connhectors of Argumentation

Use one of the transitions in the chart on page 151 to fill in each blank below. More
than one answer is possible. After you finish, share your completed paragraph with a
classmate or a small group. ’

Pre-lnternet Life

Life before the Internet was much better. , going to
your mailbox was more interesting. , you might find an
actual personal letter. , libraries were used more.

. people visited or called each other more often instead of

just e-mailing them. Nowadays, no one needs to leave the house to find

information. In short, people were better off before the Internet changed everything.

WRITING TO COMMUNICATE

Your Turn

Write an argumentation essay about electronic communication.

1. First consider: What is your opinion of electronic commumnication? Narrow
down your topic to one specific type of electronic cornmunication and/or to
one specific problem or benefit.

2. Next, consider a possible thesis statement for your essay. Write the first draft
here:

Now brainstorm with vour classmates some ideas that support this thesis statement.
You may choose to use a mind map. Write your thesis in the center of the circle below
and draw lines in all directions with your arguments and reasons (see below).
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Paer Help Workshest

Trade essays and textbooks with a classmate. Read your classmate’s essay while
your classmate reads yours. Check off (v) the items in your partner’s book as you
evaluate them. Then return the essays and books. If any of the items in your book
are not checked off, and you agree with your partner, correct your essay before
turning it in. Use a pencil if you write on your classmate’s essay or book.

CONTENT o C
I What did you particularly like about this essay?

" B Does the essay convince you? Why or why not?

ORGANIZATION

Does the thesis statement in this essay have a predictor? .. ... 3
Do the body paragraphs support the thesis statement? ....... o
Which type of introductory paragraph does the essay contain?
(Check one.)
B ANECUOIE « o v vttt e e L
b. historical ....... v e J
. general 10 SPECHiC. . .ottt (J
Z1 Which ordering of body paragraphs is used? (Check one.) |
A, ASCENAIMG ..o ot et et e et e e e e e L
Y 11 O L:l

i Which components does the concluding paragraph contain?
{Check all that apply.)

Be B SUITITIAIY . oot sene e et e e et e v et e L
b. arestatement of the thesis statement . .................. .
C. 3 TINAl COMMENT. .. vttt et re e e eaneenns i

MECHANICS

HE There are ____ connectors or argumentation. (Write the number.)

7 Do you think they are used correctly?. . .. ..vvvvereeaninnn. L

If not, discuss any possible mistakes with the writer.
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Writing to Communicate . . . More

Below are three other topics for a persuasive essay about electronic
communication. Refer to Appendix 1 to review the writing process before
you write,

1. Online education is as good as / better than / worse than education in a
classroom.

2. Making friends on the Web is dangerous / not realistic / better than trying to
meet people face to face.

3. Online newspapers are better / worse than paper newspapers.
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/OCABULARY BUILDER

A. Read this poem out loud to a classmate and try to imagine the sound that the
verbs describe in each line, Then write five of the verbs from the poem in the
sentences below.

The Sounds of the City
Horns honk
Brakes screech
Doors slam
Children scream
TVs hum
Voices shout
Church bells ring

And the winter’s first snow covers all in its blanket of peace.

1. My new dishwasher is great. While the old dishwasher used to screech, my

new one just .

2. Whenever my friend drives by my house, he his horn to
say hello.

{continued)
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3. On our campus, we have a clock tower whose bells every

day at noon.
4. He left in anger and ] the garden gate shut behind him.
5. When the doctor set his broken arm, the man in pain.

B. The photos below are of the J. Paul Getty Museum in Los Angeles (“The Getty”)
and the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York (“The Met”). The adjectives in
the box on page 157 can be used to describe the two buildings. Which ones do you
think describe the Getty and which ones describe the Met? Write the words
in the chart.

The Metropolitan Museum of Art
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angular classical modern plain rounded

asymmetrical  curvy ornate  rectangular  symmetrical

C. Look at the pictures of the two museums again and discuss with your classmates

five ways to describe the differences between the buildings. Use the adjectives in the
chart above.

1. Unlike the Getty, the Met is

2. The buildings are different in that the Getty is , while the
Met is .
3. The shape of the Met is , but the Getty has a(n)
shape.
4. The Met looks . On the other hand, the Getty is
5. The Getty is , whereas the Met is more
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[l WRITING FOCUS

Comparing and @@nimsfmg

Comparing and contrasting are very common in academic writing, The purpose
of a comparison is to show how people, places, things, or ideas are similar, and the
purpose of contrast is to show how people, places, things, or ideas are different. For
example, in a computer science class, you may be asked to compare two
programming languages. In a literature class, your instructor may ask you to
compare two novels. In a political science class, your assignment may be 1o
contrast two or more theories of economics.

Graphic Organizers

There are basically three ways of organizing essays that compare and contrast.
They are called basic block, block comparison, and point-by-point comparison,

Basic Block Style

The first style first introduces the similarities between two objects and then the
differences, or vice versa. It looks like this:

- Introductory paragraph -

.7 Thesis statement <+ +

Differences between A and B

. .. Conclu

158 Part Il Rhetorical Patterns




Block Comparison Style

The second style also has two body paragraphs. However, this style describes one
itern only in the first body paragraph and describes a second itern in the second body
. paragraph. The second body paragraph shows how the second item compares with
the first one by using the same categories of comparison. This style looks like this:

Point-by-Point Comparison Siyle

The third style is a comparison-and-contrast essay, This sfyie has several body
paragraphs, and there are as many body paragraphs as there are points of
comparisorL.

T Eweehz

" Bodypagrenns
 pontsAms
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Are there
museums in the
town in which you
grew up? Describe
one of them to
your classmate.

Model Essay 1

The Geﬂ’y and"the Méf' :

There are countless art museums in the United States Some ar smaIl
consist of a single room, and others cover cfiy blocks Two of ’{hem the A
Metropolitan Museumn of Art in New York and the J. Pau! Getty Museum in Los
Angeles, are vasﬁ'ed every day by tourists as well as locals Whlle these two
museums have similarities because they are both places that exhnblt art { bEiIE e .
their dlfferences are rmore striking than their similarities. .

Both the Met, as the Mstropolitan Museum of Art is known and th@ Getty
have amazing collections of art. The art spans™ many centuries, from anthuny
to modern times. They are both enormously popular. The Met has thousands of |
visitors every day; iikewise, the Gstty is so popular that there is often a wait_ing list
iust to get in. Both have been used as movie locations, and the citizens of New
York and Los Angeles are proud of their famous museums.

However, in three distinct ways, Vthe Met and the Getty are almost opposites.
First of all, their architacture is very different. The architectural style of the Met is
classical, ornate, and symmetrical. The Getty, in contrast, is modert;, plain, and
asymmetrical. They also vary a lot in age. The construction of the Met was begun
in 1880 and completed in 1902, and it is now well over 100 years old. The Geity,
on the other hand, was just completed in 1997. Finally, the relationship between
the buildings and the art inside is quite different in the two museumns. While the
architecture of the Met is impressive, the real treasure of the museum lies inside
its walls in its fantastic coilections. The Getty, in contrast, was designed and
constructed as an impressive organization of wails and spaces. In fact, | believe
that more people spend fime cutside enjoying the gardens, trees, and the exterior
atmosphere of the Getty than ever go inside.

In conciusion, these two museums do have several simitarities, but | feel
strongly that their differences cutnumber the ways in which they are simllar. In
their architecture, their lecations, and their relationship to the art they display, the

two museums are worlds apart.

1span v to ‘iﬂclude ail of a period of time anthu:tyn the period: f m'the f’ fth ca
until this seventh centuryc R
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PRACTICE 1: Analyzing Model Essay 1
With a classmate, discuss the following questions and then write the answers.
1. What is being compared in this essay?
2. ‘What is the organizational style of this essay? Check (¢) the style that applies.
(3 Basic block
23 Block comparison
Q Point-by-point comparison

3. What are the topics of the two body paragraphs of this essay?
Paragraph 1

Paragraph 2:

4, What are the similarities the author mentions?

5. What are the differences the author mentions?

Model Essay 2

ATale! bfc‘r'v&d"fd’v.'uﬁg’- .

' "Where do you com : from’?” is a quest n m y Arner:oans c

'easﬂy Many Amencans were' born m one p‘ace hve afew ars in another, \

to elementary sohoo! ln a th:rci town and so on In my home country, Norway, o

: people usually hvo atl thelr izves in the town where they were born but my. famity is
different. We moved from one small town to another when | was twelve years old.
For this reason, | have two “hometowns.” Although the people in these two towns,
Kristiansand and Arendeal, think that they h_a‘ve“ho’thing' in'con}'an? in my opinion,
they have far more similarities than differences. '

The first obvious similarity lies in the location of the two towns. They are both
seaside towns on the south coast of Norway. They are sheltered from the ocean
storms by a large group of islands and backed by hills that defend them against
the cold winter winds. There are a few minor differences in their location, of
course: Kristiansand, my childhood city, has now grown to include neighborhoods
across the many islands between it and the ocean, while in Arendal, my teenage
town, those islands are still I_argely unpopulated.

Second, both Kristiansand and Arendal are small. Compared to the great
continental cities of Paris and Rome, they are not even dots on a map.
Kristiansand Is larger with about 76,000 inhabitants, while Arendat has only about
35,000, but neither can be called a metropolis.®

{continued}
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Thmk about two™
cities you know
What are the first
pointsof .. . -
comparison tat ©
come to mind?
Their locations,”
cultural atiractions,
or shopping
districts, or - -
something else?
What are other
way's to compare -
these two cities?
Share your .
thoughts with a
classmate,

Furthermur@ at least to’ a visitor, they are quite szmliar in thaur natural beauty' B
The istands are rough and rocky The houses of both towns are mostly T all whlte -

pamted wooden buildings, and almost exactly the same kmds of plants and trees o

grow in both places. in addition, the ocean is a ma;or lnﬂuence on the hfestyie of
both towns, and the weather forecast is the major topic of convei’satton '

The economies of the two towns are also based on the same busaness
tourism. Both native Norweglans and foreigners go on summer vacation to the two
towns, and in winter, business is very siow. Of course, there are a few differences
here as well. In Arendal, there are still quite a lot of fishermen making & living?
from the sea, while Kristiansand is a busy port® for large commercial ships. Stil!,.l
doubt that either town could support its population without the tourists.

Finally, despite the opinions of the natives of Kristlansand and Arendal, |
think that the peaple there are very similar. Because of the size of the towns,
peopie are mostly interested in what their neighbors do and say, and they don't
care very much about what is happening in the outside world, In addition, the
inhabitants of the two towns have a love/hate relationship with the necessary
tourists. These tourists bring in business and money in the summer, so the natives
smile at them when they mest them. However, behind their backs, the
townspeople wish that the tourists would just spend their money and go home.

Thus, while there are a few differences between Arendatl and Kristiansand, |
think that the similarities are far more cbvious. In location, size, natural beauty,
economy, and people, they are very much alike. Aithough | sometimes feel they are

too smali for me now, they are my hometowns, and there is no place like home.

’;ta!_e_,n. a story

2have nothing in common fdiom to be very
different from sach sther

métr'oboiis n. & very large city

Smake a living from zd.'cm :o get thelr
income from. :

po:’t na place whefe shrps can Ioaé and unload :
people or things - L

3
B PRACTICE 2: Analyzing Model Essay 2
With a classmate, discuss these questions and then write the answers.

1. What is being compared in this essay?

2. What is the organizational style of this essay? Check (¢) the style that applies.
(3 Basic block
0 Block comparison
3 Point-by-point comparison
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3, What are the topics of the five body paragraphs of this essay?
Paragraph 11 ‘

Paragraph 2:
Paragraph 3: _

Paragraph 4:

Paragraph 5:

4. How many differences are there? How many similarities?
Differences: Similarities:

Model Essay 3

'netghborhoods In the Umted States ’che poor area ES called the "wrong | SldeL of the-:
.._"tracks :

T acks” comes frem'the ranlroad tracks that used to,dwade ""town but of‘
“course anythlng can, dlvxde a cuty In the csty where [ grew up, a rever dmdes the .
'town into the west ssde and the eaet side. The west sncte |s the rich sade of the clty,l
and the eas’t side is the poor area. Not surpnsmg%y, Itfe Is a lot easier on the west
side of town than it is on the east side of town. N L

in the west, there are fots of parks and open spaces. Thls part of town has
wide streets with plenty of parkmg and many wonderful shops that charge
enormous prices for a simple T-shirt, In addition, you aiweys_feel eomp!e’fely safe
on the west side of town. Not only are there plenty of police officers, but also the
fights and crowds of people make you feel safe. In spite of all these people, the
west side is amazingfy qguiet. You hear people chatting in sidewalk cafes and
maybe a car's hotn, but, in general, the west side has a pleasing calm. Life feels
good on the west side of town.

The east side of the river, on the other hand, contrasts with the west in
almost every way. There are practically no parks on the east side. The entire area
is made up of building after building. A tree would not survive; every square foot is
covered with asphalt.2 Moreover, the people who live on the east side do not have
easy access® to shopping. When they want to buy faod, they have to travel a long
way to find a good grocery store, or they must settle for the small selection at a
tiny focal market. Third, you always have to be a little careful on the east side. It's
true that there are police officers there, but they are almost always busy doing
something else and not really paying attention. It’s not completely safe. Finally, the
east side is not quiet. Doors slam in the apartment buildings. The brakes on the
streetcars screech, In addition, peopie shout a lot more on the east side than they
do on the west side of the river,

(continued)
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Is th
your hometown
that is the “wrong
side of the tracks™?
How is it different
from other parts of
town? Share vour
thoughts with a

classmate,
(O —

To sum it all up, it's a lot easier to live on the west side than on the east. -
However, as the old saying goes, “Money car't buy happiness.” The \.{;Jéstsidérs_'. )
have money, big houses, beautiful parks, convenient shopping, security, and quiet.
To us eastsiders, though, their lives are boring. With our buildings and bustling4
city streets, our family-owned local markets, our exciting urban action, and our

constant noise of people and traffic, ours is the better fife. | was born on the

wrong side of the tracks, and I'll never move.,

PRACTICE 3: Analyzing Model Essay 3
With a classmate, discuss the following questions and then write the answers.

1. What is being compared in this essay?

2. What is the organizational style of this essay? Check (¢#) the style that applies.
L Basic block
(. Block comparison
(d Point-by-point comparison

3. What are the topics of the two body paragraphs of this essay?

Paragraph 1:
Paragraph 2:

4. List the points of comparison between the neighborhoods as they are
described in this essay.
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| STRUCTURE AND MECHANICS

Connectors of Comparison and Contrast

There are four types of connectors of comparison and contrast: transitions,
coordinating conjunctions, subordinating conjunctions, and prepositions.

Connectors of Comparison

Look at the following chart containing the most common comparison connectors
and study the sample sentences, which compare two imaginary towns, Stonecreek

and Linden.

- .. Independent
i clauses -

.. phrases

. Connectors of Comparison - .

neither . . . nor

not only . .. but also

Chapter 12: Comparison and Contrast

corinecttwo  likewise " Linden has a town hall built in 1891.
" independent ' e Stonecreek, similarly, has a town
. olauses - similarly hall built at the end of the
nineteenth century.
m introduce - ' i
% adverb
L% 2 clauses
] &
-
‘& "% conpecttwo - both . .. and .. Both Stonecreek and Linden have
§ unounsor .o . much o offer tourists.

Néith.é'r Stonecreek no.r Linden
has a population problem.

'Not only do stores sell a lot in

Linden, but they also sell a lot in
Stonecreek. -~

- precede like Stonecreek’s town hall is like
* nouns of Linden’s. .
onoun similar to ‘

165



Connectors of Contrast

There are two ways to make a contrast: to say two things are different, and to say
that two things are opposites. The first one is called a simple contrast, and the
second one is called a direct contrast. Look at the following chart containing the
most commeon connectors of both types of contrast. Study the sample sentences,
which contrast Stonecreek and Linden.

qf pntrast

. connect two  in contrast on the other Linden’s population
. independent hand is mostly Gerrnan;
V clauses however in contrast,
' however Stonecreek’s
population is very
mixed.

Linden Is exciting.
On the other hand,
Stonecreek is quiet.

introduce while Stonecreek is srmall,
('3‘; . adverb whereas Linden is
. § Cclauses whereas farge.
0 8 Whife Stonecreek
5 3 is small, Linden is
g large.
§ v connecttwo  but but Stonecreek is in a
& independent valley, but Linden is
£ . clauses yet yet on the coast.
§ : Linden is large, yet
N Stonecreek is small.
LU precede in contrast to uniike In contrast to
;,—'.-él_ - nouns or Stonecreek’s harsh
.g rnoun different from winters, Linden’s
‘e phrases winters are mild.
(=X
) -gg Unlike Stonecreek,

Linden has many
traffic problems.

# PRACTICE 4: Selecting Connectors

Choose the best connectors to complete the paragraph by circling one of the choices in
bold. Use the punctuation marks and sentence structure to help you select the
appropriate expressiorl,

Life in High-Rise Apartments
Even though they have similarities, | think it's better to live on the top

floors of a high-rise building than it is o live on the lower floors. One similarity

is that (both / not only) the top floors {and / but also) the lower floors have the
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same types and sizes of apartments. In addition,
renters on the top floor are {unfike / similar to)
renters on the bottom floors in that they deal with |

_ the same owner and staff. (Likewise / However),

there are reasons to prefer the top floors. The top
floors are quiet (whereas / in contrast‘ to) the nolsy lower floors, Also, the
views are better. On the top floors, you can see the entire éity. {Different from /
On the other hénd), the view on the lower floor is of buildings, cars, and
people. Finally, (unlike / likewise) top floor apartments, the sun never shines
on the lower floors because there are too many tail buildings around. In

conclusion, | prefer living on the top floors of a high-rise to living on the

lower floors.

PRACTICE 5: Writing Sentences Using Connectors of Comparison
or Contrast

. David studies at the University of Colorado in Boulder. He's trying to decide
whether to buy a used car or take the bus. He needs to get to his classes at different
times; sometimes a class begins at eight o’clock in the morning, and other days his
classes end at ten at night. He also loves to go mountain climbing and hiking in the
mountains outside Boulder. Below, David has written a list of the differences
between buying and driving a car and taking the bus.

On a separate piece of paper, make complete sentences from the ideas listed for each
point of comparison and connect them with connectors from the charts on pages 165
and 166. You may not need to use all the words in every sentence.

" Point of T TSI (RO AR S Sy o
Gomparison Buy and Drive a (_;.af_4 T ._Tal;_e thg Bus

Car parked outside the house . . _Waik to the bus stop.

Can drive directy to .- - Bus makes many stops
destination R R T oy

Gar = $5,000 T - Bus pass is free for -
_Insurance = $100 / month *. ° university students '
Gas = $40/month - Ve -
Parking = $50 / month SR .
‘Dangerous to drive in ©  Bus is safe because of
snowstorms © better equipment

Easy and fast to get to the Need to take three buses to
-1 mountains get to the mountains
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1V WRITING TO COMMUNICATE

Youy Turn

Write a comparison and/or contrast essay on one of the topics below. It should be
about three or four pages, typed, and submitted as an attachment to an e-mail no
later than

Analyze the assignment to be sure you understand it.
Brainstorm one of the topics below.

i. My Hometown Then and Now

Your hometown has certainly changed over the years. How is it different now?
Are the houses different? The systems of transportation, the number of
people, the crime rate, the parks and other natural spaces? Are there more jobs
and opportunities than before?

2. Two Great Cities

What are your favorite cities? You may think about cities you know well or ones
you have only read about. What is exciting or enjoyable about these cities?

3. Urban and Rural Living

What are some differences between living in an urban area and living i a
rural area? For example, consider the types of buildings, the types of activities,
the types of jobs, the environment, and the lifestyles.

Organize your ideas by going through the following steps:
1. Ask yourself: Do the differences outweigh the similarities of the two topics, or
do the similarities outweigh the differences?
2. Write your thesis statement.

3. Decide which pattern of organization (basic block, block comparison, or
point-by-point) would be best for the topic.

4. Write an outline.

Write the first draft of your essay following your outline. Write the body paragraphs
first. Then think of an interesting anecdote for your introductory paragraph. Finally,
write your concluding paragraph by restating the thesis statement, summarizing the

main points of your essay, and/or making a final comment.

Rewrite your draft by exchanging your essay with a classmate. Use the Peer Help
Worksheet on page 169 to help each other improve your essays.

Write the final paper (or next draft) of your essay.
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Peer Help Worksheet

© Trade essays and textbooks with a classmate. Read your classmate’s essay while
your classmate réads yours, Check off (#) the items in your partner’s book as you -
 evaluate them. Then return the essays and books. If any of the items in your book
are not checked off, and you agree with your partner, correct your essay before
turning it in. Use 2 pencil if you write on your classmate’s essay ot book.

'CONTENT =~~~ . :
What did you particularly like about this essay? -

B What does the essay mostly describe? (Check one.)

a. diﬁefences ......................................... L
‘-___'_b._‘similaritiés S P £
Bl Do you think the essay could be improved by adding more

or different examples? .. ... e PP L

‘ If s0, what would you suggest to the writer?
ORGANIZATION
&8 There are
# What kind of organization is used? (Check one.)

body paragraphs in this essay. (Write the number)

A, DASIC DIOCK v et et e e L
b. BIOCK COMPANISON. « .t et ere e e aacnnnrrnneereeanns o
G POIME-DY-POINE. + vt v e e e et et L3
B S UNCIBAE .« o vt ettt ettt e e e (I
MECHANICS
There are connectors in this essay. (Write the number)

Do you think the punctuation for each connector is correct? . . .. L
If not, discuss any possible mistakes with the writer.

Writing to Communicate . . . More

Here are some other topics that lend themselves to a comparison-and-contrast
organizational pattern. Choose one and write an essay about it. Refer to
Appendix 1 to review the writing process before you write.

1. Your parents probably led quite different lives when they were young than you
do now. Write an essay comparing your lifestyle with your mother’s or father’s.

2. Think about a movie you have seen that was based on a book you have read.
Compare and/or contrast the book and the movie.

3. Compare the customary food in two different cities.
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REVIEWING IDEAS

A. Each topic below lends itself to a particular rhetorical pattern. Check (¢') the box
of the pattern you would use for each. Explain your choice to a classmate, Note that
some topics could be developed in more than one way.

Comparison/

e ssification rsuasion
Process Cla Persuasiol contrast
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B. Read the introductory paragraph below and the pieces of support that follow i,
As you read, decide what ideas from the list support.each body paragraph by

completing the outline. Note that some ideas are irrelevant and shouldn’t go in any

paragraph. Then dzscuss your chozces with a dassmate

Countmg Peop!e Lo

The earliest known census, or counting of people in a certain area, took

place in Persia (present-day Iran} about 2,500 years ago. The government

wanted information about the number of people in order to levy taxes. Since

then, governments around the world take censuses for this and many other
reasons. In the United States, a census is faken every ten years, and its resulis

have consequences in education, business, and politics.

Possible support for paragraphs‘

1.

e R

how many students go to a school
how to advertise products .
what children learn

when people go shopping

where a political district is

where people vote

how much money schools get
where to advertise products

Body paragraph 1

Topic:
Suppozrts:

Body paragraph 2

Topic:
Supports:

Body paragraph 3

Topic:
Supports:
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ERROR ANALYSIS

Wrzte C{ Correct) m the blank if the sentence has no punctuation mzstakes Write I
(Incorrect) if the senterice hasa mtstake Fix the incorrect sentences by adding or
deleting cominas, semzcalons, periods, or capital letters. Then compare your
corrections with a classmate,

—— L. José Luis is outgoing; whereas, his wife is very shy.

——— 2. Yoga instructors use many technigues. For example, they instruct their
students in breathing, stretching, chanting, and meditating.

—— 3. The computer technician exhorted me to back up my files but I didn’t
listen and lost some documents.

—— 4. The brakes on my car are screeching again, therefore; I have to take the
car to the mechanic.

L

Even though her doctor told her to get more aerobic exercise, Bella
rarely walks more than a few yards at a time.

&

—— 6. FPrancis is a reckless driver so his parents took his license away.

|

1 love using emoticons in my e-mails, because they convey my feelings.

— 8. Jin Hee always dresses too orpately. On the other hand her sister dresses
too plainly.

|

The drought lasted twelve years; before the rains came back.

—— 10. My neighbor’s television was too loud. So I went over and asked her to
lower the volume.
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Step 1: Analyzing the Assignment

Topic Purpose Source of Info Length Due Date Presentation
Step 2: Brainstorming
put your
topic here

Step 3: Organizing Your ldeas

1. Thesis statement:

2. Are there any ideas from Step 2 that don’t relate to your thesis statement? If so,

cross them out,

3. Complete this outline for each body paragraph. Begin with the topic sentence

(TS). You may need to increase or decrease the number of major supporting

sentences (SS) and minor supporting sentences (ss). End with a concluding

sentence (CS).

TS

S8

s
S5

85
S5

8
CS

4. Fill in any gaps in support in the outline above by adding to the outline.

@ 2008 by Pearson Edugation, inc,
Dupiication for classroom use is permitied.
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Step 4: Writing the First Draft
Write the first draft from your outline. Write the body paragraphs, the introductory
paragraph, and the concluding paragraph. Put your paper aside for at least an hour
before moving on to Step 5. )
Step 5: Rewriting the First Draft
Check your paper in these areas. Mark any changes that you want to make.
Content: Are all the ideas relevant?

Is there adequate support?

Organization: Is your thesis statement at the end of your introductory
paragraph?

Do you need topic sentences in your body paragraphs?

Is your concluding paragraph appropriate?
Vocabulary: Are your words too informal for academic writing?

Can you use a more descriptive word or a more accurate word?
Grammar: Are your sentences complete?

Are your verb tenses correct?

Are your nouns used correctly?

Are there any other grammar problems?
Mechanics: Have you used correct paragraph and essay format?

Have you used commas and semicolons correctly?

Step 6: Writing the Fina!l (or Next) Draft

Write your final draft according to the revisions you made in Step 5.

. s © 2008 by Pearson Education, inc.
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Taking Essay Exams

Many of the tests you will take at your college or university will require an essay
answer. These “essay answers” aren’t necessarily organized like the essays you
learned about in this book. An essay answer might be a five-sentence paragraph or
several pages. The major difference between this type of writing and the paragraph
and essay writing discussed in this book is, of course, time. You are expected to
write these essay answers during class in a limited amount of time. With the
pressure on, it is natural that you will not have as much control over grammar and
punctuation as you do when you have a lot of time to write, However, you can
follow some simple guidelines to help you maintain your overall organization and
make your essay answers clear and understandable. Most instructors can overlook
. a few spelling and punctuation mistakes; after all, even native speakers make these
kinds of errors sometimes. However, if your answer is difficult for your instructors
to follow and understand, your grade will most likely be affected.

First, before you begin any test, look over the entire test and plan your time.
Often, college and university tests have two types of questions: objective and
subjective. Objective questions have answers that are either right or wrong and
include question types such as true/false, multiple choice, and matching. Subjective
questions require essay-type responses and are evaluated by your instructors. These
question types include definition, short answer, and essay. Before you begin
writing, note the point value given to each section of the test, This information will
help you plan your test-taking time.

In general, it is a good idea to go through the objective questions rather
quickly and save most of your time for the subjective questions. Some people
prefer to answer the most difficult essay questions first to get them over with;
others prefer to do the easier questions first to increase their confidence. Do
whatever is best for you. However, leave some time at the end to reread your essay
responses. Students often catch a lot of mistakes at this point because they can
look at their writing more objectively,

In short, the most important point to remember is that it is usually not a good
idea to take a test from beginning to end, starting when the professor says “go” and
stopping when the professor says “time’s up.” Remember that everyone thinks
differently and has a different path to success. Be sure to choose the path that
works best for you.

Some Guidslines for Essay-Type Questions

& Some essay questions are not asked in question form. Instead, they start with an
imperative verb that tells you to do something. Some common verbs used in
essay-type questions and their meanings are listed here:

1. Analyze: Separate a topic into smaller parts and explain each part.

2. Compare and/or Contrast: Tell what is similar and/or different about two or
more topics.

© 2008 by Pearson Education, Inc. . - .
Duplication for classroom use is permitted. Appendix 2: Writing under Time Pressure 175



. Define: Tell what a word or idea means.

. Discuss: Give information about a topic.

Explain or describe: Tell how something works or what something is like.

. Summarize: Tell the most important parts of a topic.

. Synthesize: Put information from different sources together so that it is easy
to understand.

® Answer the question in the first one or two sentences of your response, A
instructor wants to know from the beginning that you are on the right track. Do
not spend time writing an introductory paragraph. Remember that your time is
limited. In addition, you don't have to get the reader’s attention. Your instructor s
already committed to reading your paper.

@ Don't spend a lot of time writing a concluding paragraph. Just make sure you
cover all your points in the main body of the essay.

@ Organize your response in a coherent, cohesive fashion. Don't start writing
without a plan in mind. Keep your organization simple. Use a basic type of
organization, such as process, classification, persuasion, or comparison and
contrast.

® Keep your response on target. Don’t just write down everything you know about
the topic. Often, this is a signal to instructors that you don’t really understand
the question and are hoping that the answer is somewhere in your response.

@ Keep in mind that an important part of higher education in the United States is
training students to synthesize and evaluate information. If you want to get a
good grade, don’t just repeat what the instructor has said in class or what you
have read in a textbook. Instead, synthesize the two and add some observations
of your own,

Writing Essays for Standardized Tests

Many of the standardized tests that are required for admission to a university or
college, such as the TOEFLY include essays. Often, you will have thirty minuates to
answer this type of question. You may be asked to write about a social, political, or
environmental issue, or an experience that you have had. You might also listen to
part of a lecture, read a short passage, and then write a response that summarizes
and compares and contrasts the information presented in each.

The main purpose of a writing sample on a standardized test is to show the test
giver whether or not the test taker can communicate his or her opinions or
synthesize and evaluate information in an organized, well-written way. Therefore,
many of the guidelines that were discussed previously are also important to
remember when taking this type of test.

Some Guidelines for Writing Essays on Standardized Tests

o You can usually find example questions and sample responses to common
standardized tests on the test company’s website. Read these examples to know
what to expect and what is expected of you.

e Before you begin writing, think about what you are going to say. Some tests
allow you to write notes on your own paper. Be absolutely sure that you are
responding to what the test question is asking. As you are writing, stick to the
point. Two of the most important criteria for evaluating this type of test are
whether the writing is unified and whether it responds to all parts of the
question.

. - . & 2008 by Pearson Education, inc.
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o Before writing, think about an overall plan of organization. You can choose to

© 2008 by Pearson Education, Inc.

write in a paragraph pattern (a topic sentence, supporting sentences, and a
concluding sentence) or an essay pattern (an introductory paragraph with thesis
statement, body paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph). The choice you make
will probably depend on how much time you have, what the topic is, and how
comfortable you feel writing in English. The key is to write a well-organized
composition that has a short beginning, a well-supported middle, and (if time
allows) a short end.

Use your time effectively. Always bring a watch or clock with you, and check the
time periodically. For a thirty-minute test, a good way to organize your time is:

5 minutes: thinking and planning (organizing)
20 minutes: writing
5 minutes: rereading and checking for mistakes

Take the time to reread what you have written, Even if you can spend only two
ot three minutes rereading, you may catch some grammar or spelling errors that
can be easily corrected. Sometimes these simple errors can detract from your
message and your grade.
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Submitting handwritten assignments is no longer an option in most universities
and colleges in the United States. It is expected that all papers will be typed on a
computer. In fact, some professors ask students to submit their assignments by
e-mail, eliminating the hard copy altogether. Below is a list of formatting
guidelines. Following the list is a sample paper.

1. The margins should be set at an inch on all sides {top, bottor, right, and left).

2. The text is generally justified on the left, which means that each line comes out
even at the left margin. Leave the right margin ragged—that is, not lined up
evenly on the right side. Although this might not look neat to you, it makes
vour paper easier to read.

3. Use a common font, such as Times New Romman, Arial, or Georgia. Always use
a 12-point font size. Don’t use more than one font in your paper.

4. Your name, the course title, and the date should be placed in the upper right-
hand corner. You may also include the professor’s name below the course title.
If you have more than one page, put your last name and the page number in
the upper right-hand corner, beginning on the second page.

5. The title should be centered and spaced two lines below the date and two lines
above the beginning of the paper. Use the word-processing program’s
centering icon to center the title.

6. Your paper should be double-spaced. It is not necessary to have an extra space
between paragraphs. -

7. The first line of each paragraph should be indented five spaces. The easiest way
to do this is to use the TAB key.

®

The first letter of each sentence is capitalized. Leave one space between each
word. There are no spaces between the last word and the period.

b

There are no spaces between a word and a comma, semicolon, or period. Leave
one space after these punctuation marks.

10. In word-processing programs, sentences automaticaily continue onto the next
line when there is not enough space for a word. Do not press “Enter” or “Return”
at the end of a line unless, for example, you want to start a new paragraph.

11. Many word-processing programs agtomatically indicate when a word is
misspelled. Some programs also check grammar. Although these tools are very
helpful, be careful. Many will not highlight correctly spelled words that are
incorrectly used. For example, if you type to when you mean too, your
program may not indicate that it is wrong because fo is a correctly spelled
word. Therefore, no matter how much you trust your computer program, be
sure to proofread your work.

Here is an example of a well-formatted academic paper.

. . © 2008 by Pearson Education, inc.
178 Appendix 3: Computer Formatting Buplication for classraom use is permitted.



' Lydia Sancher -
L :English I .-
- -September 5, .200_8
" Small Things RE N
Three of my experiences in the Unite;i States stand out in. Iy memory as
typically American. First of alf, I remnember coming down to bréakfast at my host
farnily’s h6u3¢ on my first day tberé. My host mothéi’ had a.Ereat_:iy left for work,
her two children were eating some cereal, and their father was talking on the
phone. He smiled at me and pointed to the refrigerator. I didn't understand, so
just smiled back. [ went to school hungry that day. The second experience was
trying to take a shower. I had no idea what the different knobs were for and
struggled for about half an hour. Finally, I gave up and took a cold bath. The third
incident occurred when I went to the supermarket. In my jcountry, we always put
our purchases in bags ourselves. When someone else étarted bﬁt;cing my
groéeries into a bag, I thought she was stealing mjr food, so1 f.ﬁed to hold on to it.
When | finally reaiizedrwhat was going on, [ was so embafraséec‘i ihat 1didrt
think I could ever go into that store again. These three experiences showed me

how cultural differences are oftens most obvious in minor, everyday events.
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The Paragraph Checklists and Peer Help Worksheets that appear throughout this
book were designed to help you and your classmates look at your writing with a
critical eye. Many of the checklists and worksheets in the book focus on one
particular topic, but the worksheet below is more general and can be used to help
you evaluate any academic essay.

CONTENT
8 What did you particularly like about this es_séy? '

#3 What is the rhetorical pattern used in this essay?

%2 Do the individual paragraphs have unity? ....... AU, J
Point out to the writer any sentences you think are irrelevant.

ORGANIZATION

A8 What kind of introductory paragraph does this essay have?
{Check one.)
a. anecdote ....... ... e
b. historical introduction ......... e e
c. general to specific ............. e e caa

o ood

72 Is there a strong thesis statement? . ... ... .. i
if so, circle it. Underline the controlling idea. Put a box around the
predictor, if there is one.

Do the body paragraphs have good coherence? ........ . |

7B What elements does the concluding paragraph have?
{Check all that apply.)

A, SUMMANY  «rvvreeennrenenennn e ool
b. restatement of the thesis statement ................ R
c. final comment ............. R e W
MECHANICS
1H Are capital letters, periods, commas, and semiéolons used
correctly? ........ e e .0

Put a question mark (’?) by any punctuatton you think is tncorrect

Bl Are there any fragments, comma splices, of run-on
sentences? ...... e s PP

If so, point them out to the writer.

. © 2008 by Pearson Education, inc.
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There are many things to consider when evaluating academic writing, While

different teachers and schools will use their own evaluation tools, most will include

categories similar to those outlined in the form below,

© 2008 by Pearsen Education, Inc. )
Duplication for glassroom use is permitied,

o o o @

Aspec_ts'o_f Good Writing
‘Content/Ideas
has excellent Support
is interesting to read
is unified
follows the assignment - .
Organization

Paragraph  Essay

has topic sentence with clear * has introductory paragraph

controlling idea with clear thesis statement

has supporting sentences o has body paragraphs with goo
¢ has concluding sentence organization '
# has coherence and cohesion ¢ has concluding paragraph

¢ has coherence and cohesion
Grammar/Structure

demonstrates control of basic grammar {e.g., tenses, verb forms,
noun forms, prepositions, articles)

shows sophistication of sentence structure with complex and
-compound sentences

Word Choice/Word Form

* demonstrates sophisticated choice of vocabulary items
* has corract idiomatic use of vocabulary

has correct word forms

Mechanics

* has good paragraph or essay format
* demonstrates good control over use of capital letters, periods,

commas, and semicolons
demonstrates contrel over spelling
.doesn’t have fragrents, comma splices, or run-on sentences

Comments

Appendix 6: Paragraph and Essay Evaluation 183
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Below is a list of common correction symbols teachers use to correct or evaluate
academic papers. Your instructor may use other symbols as well. Ask about any
symbols you do not understand.

Indent for paragraph.
Mistake in use of capital letter
Mistake in spelling

Mistake in punctuation
Mistake in comma use
Mistake in possessive

Wrong word order

Wrong word

Wrong form of word
Unclear reference
Mistake in verb tense

Mistake in preposition

Add an article.

Mistake in verb agreement

Mistake in singular or plural

Add a word or words.

Eliminate this word.

184 Appendix 7: Suggested Correction Symbols

55,0 cﬂz/y
(W went toClanada.
i
Don't with me.
ID
You're late

1
1lefr O but she stayed.

pa?.S.i

I washed ¢heface.

2%

He has a.
L
The table is ‘

I2Y
I enjoy-

¥

Tom put @books avx;'ay.

f
He goedyesterday.
pree
He’s married @her‘

art
Jim ate , banana.

Sue how to dance.
#

1 have three .
] have one #f

Six . an even number.

The pay book is there,

© 2008 by Pearsan Education, Inc.
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. - g
Fragment - - e ' At the restaurant,

Run-on sentence Joe bought a new car it’s 2 Hondd

&
3

Comuma splice I saw the cat, it was black.
t'ﬂ/“
Too informal for academic writing The party was

Unclear

Teacher mistake. Ignore it.

Duplication for slassroom use is permitted. Appendix 7: Suggested Correction Symbols 185






adverbial clauses, 41
using pronouns with, 42
arguments, 144
ascending order of, 145-146
equal order of, 145-146-

block style, basic, 158

block comparison style, 159
body, 6

body paragraphs, 99
bridges, 100, 111

chronological ordering, 18
classification 128-132, 170
principle, 130
coherence, 18, 46
cohesion, 18, 23, 46
cohestve devices, 23, 46
comma splices, 104, 111
cornmas, 13, 27,58, 104, 123
in lists, 27
with adverbial clauses, 44
with coordinating conjunctions, 13
with prepositional phrases, 72
with transitions, 58
comparison and contrast, 158, 165, 170
concluding paragraphs, 51, 88, 90
final comment, 88
summary, 88, 90, 111
restatement, 88, 90, 111
concluding sentences, 3, 8, 9, 46, 111
concrete support, 99
connectors, 23
argumentation, 157
chronological, 122
comparison, 165
consequence, 139
contrast, 166
example, 139
controlling ideas, 4, 46, 67, 111
coordinating conjunctions, 12, 165

definite articles, 23, 46
demonstrative pronouns, 24
descriptive paragraphs, 19
direct contrast, 166

essays, 51
expository paragraphs, 18, 20

P

- INDEX

for example vs. such as, 58
fragments, 82, 115

FANBOYS (see also coordinatiﬁg conjunctions), 12

graphic organizers, 115, 132, 146, 158159
it body paragraphs of essays, 99

independent clauses, 11, 82

introductory paragraphs, 51, 78
anecdote, 78, 111
general-to-specific, 78, 111
historical, 78, 111

irrelevant sentences, 25, 46

logical ordering, 20

major supporting sentences, 8
minor supporting sentences, 8

narrative paragraphs, 18
ordering of, 146

paragraph format, 14
paragraph support, 131
personal pronouns, 23
perstasion, 144—145, 170
point-by-point comparison, 158, 159
predictors, 68, 111
prepositional phrases, 71
prepositions, 165
process, 113, 170
process of writing, 31
punctuation, 10

run-on sentences, 92, 111

semicolons, 59

simple contrast, 166

spatial ordering, 19

subordinating conjunctions, 44, 165
supporting paragraphs, 51
supporting sentences, 3, 4

thesis statements, 66~-71
topic, 4, 67, 111
topic sentences, 3, 4, 8, 46
in body paragraphs of essays, 99
transttions, 46, 57, 165
with semicolons, 59

unity, 18, 25, 46
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