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Introduction  

       In British English, we have 12 pure vowels divided into 5 long vowels and 7 short vowels. 
In addition, we have 8 diphthonɡs (ɡliding vowels) which are a composed of a combination of 
two short vowels that make one sound as follows: /eɪ/, /ɔɪ/, /ɑɪ/, /ɪ$/, /e$/, /ʊ$/, /$ʊ/, /ɑʊ/. 
On the other hand, triphphonɡs are the following diphthonɡs /eɪ/, /ɔɪ/, /ɑɪ/, /$ʊ/, /ɑʊ/ + /$/ 
as follows: /eɪ$/, /ɔɪ$/, /ɑɪ$/, /$ʊ$/, /ɑʊ$/.  

I- Diphthonɡs /ˈdɪfθɒŋz/: 

Definition: a diphthong or a gliding vowel is a term used in the phonetic classification of vowel 
sounds. It refers to a glide or a movement from one vowel to another one in which the first part is 
more prominent than the last.! It involves a change in quality within the one vowel, they are 
classified according to their ending as follows: 
Closing diphthongs end in /ɪ/ like /eɪ/, /ɔɪ/, /ɑɪ/ or in /ʊ/ like /$ʊ/, /ɑʊ/. 
Centering diphthongs end in /$/ like /ɪ$/, /e$/, /ʊ$/. 
I-1. Closinɡ Diphthonɡs: 
This category of diphthongs may be placed on the Cardinal Vowel Chart between a starting-point 
and ending in the space of close position (between mid-close and close position). 

1.1.1. The diphthonɡ /eɪ/ 

Description: the starting-point is /e/ where the glide begins 

 from slightly the mid-close front position and moves in the 

 direction of /ɪ/ to form the diphthong /eɪ/; there is a slight 

 closing movement of the lower jaw. The lips are spread.  

Examples: Ache /eɪk/, base /beɪs/, chase /tʃeɪs/, face /feɪs/, gaze /ɡeɪz/, make /meɪk/, safe /seɪf/.       
Aim /eɪm/, Braille /breɪl/, fail /feɪl/, straight /streɪt/, veil /veɪl/, break /breɪk/, great /greɪt/, café /ˈkæfeɪ/. 
Example sets of minimal pairs: Edge /edʒ/ - age /eɪdʒ/; let /let/ - late /leɪt/; met/met/ - mate /meɪt/; 

Pen /pen/ - pain /peɪn/; pepper /ˈpepə/ - paper /ˈpeɪpə/; shed /ʃed/ - shade /ʃeɪd/; test /test/ - taste /teɪst/. 

Exercise: Underline the diphthong /eɪ/ in the following: made, change, may, train, eight, grey. 

1.1.2. The diphthonɡ /ɑɪ/ 

Description: the diphthong /ɑɪ/ begins at a point slightly behind  

the front open position /æ/, it is similar to the articulation of /ʌ/ and 

 moves towards the vowel /ɪ/; /ɑɪ/ is more extensive than /eɪ/ in 

 which there is more movement in the lower jaw to open position.  

The lips shift from neutral to loosely spread position.  
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Examples: Fly /flɑɪ/, die /dɑɪ/, mine /mɑɪn/, hide /hɑɪd/, eyes /ɑɪz/, fight /fɑɪt/, aisle_isle /ɑɪl/. 

Example sets of minimal pairs: fight /fɑɪt/-fate /feɪt/; bite_byte /bɑɪt/-bit /bɪt/; might /mɑɪt/- mate /meɪt/. 

Exercise: underline the diphthong /ɑɪ/ in the following: why, hi, night, five, drive, miles, library. 

1.1.3. The diphthonɡ /ɔɪ/ 

Description: the gliding vowel /ɔɪ/ the tongue begins at a point  

between the mid-open and open back positions nearer to /ɔː/ than 

 to /ɒ/ then I tmoves in the direction of /ɪ/. The tongue movement  

extends from back to centralised front position. The lips are open  

rounded for the first element then changing to neural for the second.  
 

Examples: Boy /bɔɪ/, noise /nɔɪz/, point /pɔɪnt/, joint /dʒɔɪnt/, choice /tʃɔɪs/, soil /sɔɪl/, voice /vɔɪs/.  
Example sets of minimal pairs: all /ɔːl/-oil /ɔɪl/; corn /kɔːn/-coin /kɔɪn/; roar/rɔː/- Roy /rɔɪ/. 

Exercise 1: try to transcribe the following /ɔɪ/: toy, noise, voice, spoilt, pointing, destroyed, poison. 

1.1.4. The diphthonɡ /ɑʊ/ 

     This diphthong begins with a vowel similar to /ɑː/ then there is a  
large movement to the vowel /ʊ/ in order to get /ɑʊ/.  
This glide towards /ʊ/ begins but is not completed, in which the end  

of the diphthong is somewhere between mid-close and mid-open.  

There is a slight lip-rounding in the articulation of this diphthong.  

Examples: how /hɑʊ/, gown /gɑʊn/, now /nɑʊ/, around /əˈrɑʊnd/, couch /kɑʊtʃ/, plough /plɑʊ/.  

Minimal pairs: now /nɑʊ/ - no /nəʊ/; mice /mɑɪs/ - mouse /mɑʊs/; sand /sænd/ - sound /sɑʊnd/. 

Exercise: Look up the transcription of the following:  Audi, count, ground, foul, flour, mountain. 

1.1.5. The diphthonɡ /$ʊ/ 

  The beginning of this diphthong is at the central position between mid- 

close and mid-open position which is the schwa /$/, and moves in the  

direction of /ʊ/. There is a slight closing movement of the lower jaw. 
The lips are neural for first and slightly rounded for the second element. 

Examples: bow /bəʊ/, joke /dʒ)ʊk/, know /nəʊ/, low /ləʊ/, smoke /sməʊk/, shown /ʃ)ʊn/, so/səʊ/. 

Minimal pairs: must /mʌst/-most /məʊst/; abide /əˈbɑɪd/ - abode / əˈb)ʊd/; whole /həʊl/- hill /hɪl/. 

Exercise: Find the transcription of the words: folio, folklore, load, road, gross, soldier, role, own.  
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I-2. Centerinɡ Diphthonɡs: 
1.2.1. The diphthonɡ /ɪ$/ 

     This RP diphthong /ɪ$/ begins with a position approximately to /ɪ/ in mid- 

close and centralised front position. The glide moves towards /$/ and to more 

 open in final position of the words, as in here /hɪ)/ but not so extensive in 

 mid-position of the word, as in weird /wɪ)d/.  

The lips are neural with a slight movement from spread to open. 

Examples: here /hɪə/; near /nɪə/; peer_pear /pɪə/; zero /ˈzɪərəʊ/; Algeria /ælˈdʒɪərɪə /; mania /ˈmeɪnɪə/.  

Minimal pairs: fear /fɪə/-fare /feə/; peer /pɪə/-pair /peə/; fierce /fɪəs/-face /feɪs/; pierce/pɪəs/-piece /pi:s/. 

Exercise: Find the transcription of the words: hero, sincere, deer, cheer, career, weird, idea, media, 
material, familiar, year, real, area, beard, period, opinion, previous, medium, million, union. 

1.2.2.The diphthonɡ /e$/ 

  This RP gliding vowel /e$/ begins with a mid-open front position and 

 moves to more open variety of  /$/ especially in word final position as 

 in there /ðe)/. However, in word-medial position the second element  

/$/ tends to be neutral as in parent / ˈpe)r)nt /.  

 The lips are neural throughout the diphthong. 

Examples: air /eə/, pair /peə/, care /keə/, fair_fare /feə/, where /weə/, there /ðeə/, scarce /skeəs/.  

Minimal pairs: spare /speə/ - spear /spɪə/; bear /beə/ - beer /bɪə/; rear/rɪə / - rare /reə/; air - ear. 

Exercise: Find the transcription of the following: bare, hair, heir, their, swear, share, various.  

1.2.3.The diphthonɡ /ʊ$/ 

      This RP diphthong /ʊ$/ glides from a tongue position similar to /ʊ/   

then moves towards the vowel /$/. It moves to more the centre when the 

diphthong occurs in word-medial position during /ˈdjʊ)rɪŋ/. However, 

it is more open in word final position as in poor /pʊ)/. The lips are 

 rounded at the beginning then neutral as the glide progresses. 
 

Examples: poor /pʊə/, plural /ˈplʊərəl/, pure /pjʊə/, cure /kjʊə/, endure /ɪnˈdjʊə/, during /ˈdjʊərɪŋ/. 

Minimal pairs: sure /ʃʊə/ - show /ʃ)ʊ/; moor /mʊə/ - more /mɔ:/; poor /pʊə/ - pour /pɔ:/.  

Exercise: Transcribe the following words: curious, furious, security, actual, mutual, usual, 

gradual, influence, valuable.  
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II-Triphthonɡs /ˈtrɪfθɒŋz /: 

Definition: a triphthong is a glide from one vowel to another and then to a third, all produced rapidly 
and without interruption. For example, a slow pronunciation of the word “hour” begins with a vowel 
quality similar to /ɑː/ and goes on towards /ʊ/ then ends with schwa /$/ to get /ɑʊ$/. A triphthong is 
made up of two vowel sounds, a closing diphthong plus a schwa (diphthong+ schwa= triphthong).  
 

      The triphthongs are composed of the five closing diphthongs described before, with schwa /$/ 

added to the end. Thus we get:       /eɪ/   +   /ə/    =     /eɪə/          i.e: Player /ˈpleɪə/, payer /ˈpeɪə/ 

                                                        /ɑɪ/  +   /ə/   =     /ɑɪə/         i.e: Fire /ˈfɑɪə/, higher /ˈhɑɪə/ 
                                                        /ɔɪ/  +   /ə/    =     /ɔɪə/         i.e:  Loyal /ˈlɔɪəl/, royal /ˈrɔɪəl/ 
                                                        /əʊ/ +   /ə/    =     /əʊə/        i.e:  Lower /ˈləʊə/, slower /ˈsləʊə/ 

                                                        /ɑʊ/ +   /ə/   =     /ɑʊə/        i.e:  Our–hour /ˈɑʊə/, power /ˈpɑʊə/ 

Performance Exercises 

Task  

 

 

 

 
 

Task 1.2: find the spelling form (orthography) of the following minimal pairs.  

    /mʊə, mɔː/                     /meə/                            /bɑɪt/                       /bəʊt/ 

    /pʊə, pɔː/                       /peə/                             /dɑɪ/                        /dəʊ/              

    /tʊə, tɔː/                         /teə/                              /flɑɪ/                       /fləʊ/ 

    /bʊə, bɔː/                       /beə/                             /nɑɪt/                      /nəʊt/ 

    /ʃʊə, ʃɔː/                        /ʃeə/                              /rɑɪt/                       /rəʊt/               

References for further study: 

1- Roach, Peter. English Phonetics and Phonology. pp 18-25. Cambridge University Press. 
2- Gimson, A, C. Pronunciation of  English. pp 32-37. Cambridge University Press. 
3- Hancock, Mark. English Pronunciation in Use. pp 44-50. Cambridge University Press. 

http://fifilecloud.io/kgcvshi7x
https://vk.com/doc391335396_455677305

The powerpoint lecture 
is downloadable from http://fifilecloud.io/gr3tijcom

https://vk.com/doc391335396_455708797
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Lecture 4: 

Introduction   

       In this lesson, we will introduce the properties of English consonants and their force, place, 

and manner of articulation.  

1. Consonants /ˈkɒnsənənts/ 

Consonant: (n.) (C) it can be defined phonetically as the sound made by a closure or narrowing in the 

vocal tract so that the airflow is either completely blocked, partially, or restricted with an audible friction.  
 

There are 24 consonantal phonemes classified in the table below into two general categories: 

A. Those articulations in which there is a total closure or a stricture causing friction. In this class, 

there is a distinctive opposition between fortis and lenis. 

B. Those articulations in which there is a partial closure or an oral or nasal escape of air. Such 

articulations, typically voiced and frequently frictionless may share many phonetic 

characteristics with vowels (Gimson, p.149). 

                   IPA table contains the consonant phonemes of the English language 

2. Properties of English Consonants  
A consonant is described in terms of manner and place of articulation and voicing. 

2.1 Manner of Articulation 

Plosive: formed by a blockage of the vocal tract, followed by an explosive release of air. As follows:  

1- The CLOSING stage: the articulators move together to form the obstruction of the air breathed in. 

2- The COMPRESSION stage: during which the lung compresses the air in the vocal tract.  

3- The RELEASE stage: the organs forming the obstruction set apart rapidly, allowing the air to escape abruptly. 

There are six stops or plosive consonants in English, as follows: / p, t, k, b, d, ɡ /.  

 Bilabial 
Labio- 
dental 

Dental Alveolar 

 
Post-

alveolar 
 

Palato- 

alveolar 
Palatal Velar Glottal 

A 

Plosive p , b     t   ,  d      k  ,  ɡ   

Fricative   f  ,  v θ  ,  ð s  ,   z  ʃ   ,   ʒ   h 

Affricate      tʃ  ,  dʒ            

B 
Nasal m     n      ŋ   

Lateral            l         

 Approximant1
  w      r   j      

 Bilabial 
Labio- 
dental 

Dental Alveolar 

 
Post-

alveolar 
 

Palato- 

alveolar 
Palatal Velar Glottal 

A 

Plosive p , b     t   ,  d      k  ,  ɡ   

Fricative   f  ,  v θ  ,  ð s  ,   z  ʃ   ,   ʒ   h 

Affricate      tʃ  ,  dʒ            

B 
Nasal m     n      ŋ   

Lateral            l         

 Approximant1
  w      r   j      

Detailed Study of English Consonants 

 

Manner of articulation Place of 
articulation 

Manner of  

articulatio
n 
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Fricative: formed by slight contact between articulators, allowing turbulent airflow. There are nine 
fricative consonants in English. i.e.: /f, v, θ, ð, s, z, ʃ, ʒ, h /. 
Affricate: formed by a blockage of the vocal tract like plosives and, followed by a gradual release of 
turbulent air, like a fricative. For instance: / tʃ, dʒ /. 
Nasal: formed by the lowering of the velum, allowing air to flow through the nasal cavity. i.e.: /m, n/. 

Lateral (approximant): formed by an obstruction of the passage of the airflow in the centre of tongue 
meanwhile the air flows through both sides of the tongue where obstruction occurs. E.g.:  / l /. 
Approximant: formed by the constriction of the vocal tract, but with no blockage of the air.  /w, r, j/. 
2.2 Place of Articulation 

The following figures represent the major Places of Articulation for English Consonants: 

 

The term place of articulation classifies speech sounds in terms of where in the vocal tract the shape is 

altered. Hereafter, the main places of articulation of English consonants are shown as: 

Bilabial: bilabial sounds are those sounds made by the articulation of the lips against each other. i.e: /b, p, m, w/. 
Labio-dental: labiodental sounds are made by moving the upper teeth towards the lower lip. i.e.: /f , v/. 
Dental: interdental sounds are made by moving the tip of the tongue between the teeth. i.e.: / θ, ð /. 
Alveolar: alveolar sounds are made by moving the tip of the tongue towards the alveolar ridge. / t, d, s, z, n, l /. 
Palato-alveolar: sounds are made by pressing the front of the tongue towards the area between the 
alveolar ridge and the hard palate. Examples of such sounds in English are the following: / ʃ, ʒ, tʃ, dʒ /. 
Post-alveolar: is a place of articulation produced with significant raising of the front of the tongue 
toward the back of the alveolar ridge in a retroflex manner. For example: /r/. 
Palatal: palatal sounds are made by pressing the body of the tongue towards the hard palate. i.e.: / j /. 
Velar: velar sounds are made by pressing the body of the tongue towards the velum. i.e.: / k , ɡ , ŋ /. 
Glottal: glottal sounds are made at the glottis by narrowing in the vocal tract. i.e.: / h /. 
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2.3. Force of Articulation/ Voicing 

     With regard to the force of articulation, we use the following terms: fortis (strong) and lenis (weak). 

In phonetic terms, fortis means an unvoiced sound but it requires more force to be articulated. However, 

the lenis sounds are voiced sounds but articulated with less force. For example: fortis /p/, lenis /b/.   
 

3. Description of the Articulation of English Consonants 
3.1. Identification of the consonants /p/, /b/ 
Those two bilabial sounds are made with total closure using the lips.  

The soft palate is raised to stop the air from escaping through nasal  

cavity. /p/ is unvoiced and fortis. /b/ is voiced and lenis. Pay/peɪ/, bye/bɑɪ/.  

3.2. Identification of the consonants /k/, /ɡ/ 

  Those two velar sounds are made with total closure using the back  

of the tongue against the soft palate the suddenly release the air.  

/k/ is unvoiced and fortis. /ɡ/ is voiced and lenis. e.g: can/kæn/, guess/ɡes/.    

3.3. Identification of the consonants /t/, /d/ 
 Those two alveolar sounds are made with total closure using the tongue  

blade against the alveolar ridge. Soft palate is raised to stop air from going 

to nasal cavity. /t/ is unvoiced & fortis. /d/ is voiced & lenis. Tie/tɑɪ/, do/duː/.    

3.4. Identification of the consonants /f/, /v/ 
  Labiodental sounds are made with partial closure in which an  audible  

friction is heard. They are articulated with the front upper teeth  against  

lower lip. /f/ is unvoiced & fortis. /v/ is voiced & lenis. fit /fɪt/, vice /vɑɪs/. 

3.5. Identification of the consonants /θ/, /ð/ 
  Dental sounds are made with partial closure or narrow opening using the 

upper front teeth against tongue-tip. The soft palate is raised. The conson- 

ant /θ/ is unvoiced & fortis. /ð/ is voiced & lenis. Thin /θɪn/, that /ðæt/.    

3.6. Identification of the consonants /s/, /z/ 

   Those alveolar sounds are made with partial closure. The soft palate is  
raised to stop air from going thru nasal cavity. The tip of the tongue contacts 
alveolar ridge. /s/ is voiceless & fortis. /z/ is voiced & lenis. See /siː/, zoo /zuː/.    

3.7. Identification of the consonants /ʃ/, /ʒ/ 
       Fricative consonants are formed by a narrowing of the air passage then  
the air escapes making a kind of hissing sound with an audible friction. The  
blade of the tongue contacts the palato-aveolar slightly. The soft palate is ra- 
ised. /ʃ/ is unvoiced & fortis. /ʒ/ is voiced & lenis. Shake /ʃeɪk/, beige /beɪʒ/. 
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3.8. Identification of the consonants /tʃ/, /dʒ/ 

   The English affricative sounds /tʃ/ and /dʒ/ are described as a transition 
 from the plosives /t, d/ into the fricatives /ʃ , ʒ/ rapidly to get one phoneme. 
 /tʃ/ is unvoiced & fortis. /dʒ/ is voiced & lenis. Chief /tʃiːf /, Jack /dʒæk/.   
 

3.9. Identification of the consonant /h/ 
    This consonant is articulated with the narrowing of the airflow in glottis. 

It is a kind of breathing out with an audible friction in the vocal cords. /h/ is 

a voiceless when produced alone, but voiced when followed by a vowel. 
Example words: Heat /hiːt/, who /huː/, perhaps /pəˈhæps/, adhere /ədˈ�ɪə/. 

3.10. Identification of the consonant /m/ 

    In the nasal consonants the air escapes through nose. To do this, the soft 

palate is lowered to let air go to nasal cavity. /m/ is articulated with closed  

lips (bilabial) then air goes through nasal cavity. /m/ is voiced. Mike /mɑɪk/.  

3.11. Identification of the consonant /n/ 

    In the nasal sound /n/ the velum is lowered so that the air can escape thru 

the nasal cavity. /n/ is articulated with tongue tip with alveolar ridge then air 

is release via nasal cavity. /n/ is voiced. Nile/nɑɪl/, snow /snəʊ/, fallen /ˈfɔːlən/. 

3.12. Identification of the consonant /ŋ/ 

  This voiced nasal sound is made with the back of the tongue against velum.  
 e.g.: Ring /rɪŋ/, link /lɪŋk/, singer /ˈsɪŋə/, hanger /ˈ�æŋə/, hunger /ˈhʌŋɡə/. 
 
3.13. Identification of the consonant /l/ 
  This voiced alveolar lateral consonant is articulated with tongue centre and 

  the alveolar ridge in which the air flows around both sides of the tongue.  

  There are clear /l/ as in let/let/ and dark /l/ as in milk [mɪlk̴], little [ˈ�ɪtl̴̩ ]. 
3.14. Identification of the consonant /r/ 

   This post-alveolar consonant is pronounced with the articulators approach 

each other without a plosive or fricative sound as an approximant. The tip of 

the tongue approaches further back to the alveolar ridge somehow like /t, d/. 

the lips are slightly round. /r/ is voiced. Right /rɑɪt/, firm /fɜːm/, writer /ˈrɑɪtə/. 

3.15. Identification of the consonant /w/ 

      This glide or semivowel is made like front close vowel /uː/ but it is very  
 short. This bilabial approximant is articulated with rounded lips. /w/ & /j/  
 never occur in word final position. e.g.: waste /weɪst/, require /rɪˈkwɑɪə/.   
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3.16. Identification of the consonant /j/ 

      This glide or semivowel is made like front close vowel /iː/ but is very  
 short. This palatal approximant is articulated with the back of the tongue          

 raised to the velum (soft palate). /j/ is voiced. Yes /jes/, tube /tjuːb/, new /njuː/. 
  

4. Time for practice 
Task 1: Mention the consonant sounds described and their Voicing, Place, Manner of Articulation (VPM):  

a- The vocal cords vibrate. The soft palate is raised. A narrowing is formed between the tip and the blade 

of the tongue with alveolar ridge. A friction occurs.        ……………….……………………...………………………. 

b- The vocal cords do not vibrate. The soft palate is raised. A complete closure is made between the blade 

of the tongue and the alveolar ridge. The front of tongue is raised towards the hard palate. The closure is 

released slowly with a friction heard.                                 …………...………………………...………………………. 

c- The vocal cords vibrate. The soft palate is lowered. A complete closure is made by the lips. The closure 

is released abruptly.                                                             ……………..……………………...………………………. 

Task 2: Transcribe the words then write out the common sound in the words:  

1- Chest, cheap, chain, attach, fetch, wretch, question, suggestion, century, nature …………………………...... 

2- Job, juice, eject, major, magic, pigeon, fragile, adjacent, exaggerate, judge …………………………...……… 

3- Thy, thou, though, clothes, leather, feather, worthy, breathe, smooth …………………………...……………… 

Task 3: Find two minimal pairs for each consonant sound of the following:  

���   ������    ����  ��� ��b��       �����s����  �       � ���z��          

��������           ���ŋ����������     �����            ��ɡ/����� � 

…......……..    …......……..  …......……..    …......……..  …......……..    …......……..    …......……..  …......…….. 

…......……..    …......……..  …......……..    …......……..  …......……..    …......……..   …......……..  …......…….. 

Task 4: Find the spelling form of the following: 

      1- Quick  /kwɪk/           9-     ………………………..…………… 

     2- ………….……………….………    10-  ……………………..……………… 
     3- ………….…………….…………    11-  ………………………………..…… 
     4- ……………..…….………………    12- ……………………………………… 
     5- ………….……………………….    13- ………………………………….…… 
     6- ……………………….….………    14- ……………………………………… 

     7- ………………………….………    15- …………………………….………… 

     8- ……………….………….………    16- ……………………………………… 
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ain

placesofarticulation
ofEnglish

consonantsasfollow
s:

Bilabial:bilabial sounds are m
ade by placing the lips against each other.     

Exam
ples of such sounds in English w

e have the follow
ing: /p/, /b/, /m

/.
The sound /p/ is voiceless, e.g: pay but voiced in /b/ &

 /m
/ e.g: bay, m

ay.

Labiodental:sounds are m
ade w

hen the low
er lip is raised tow

ards the upper    
front teeth. Exam

ples are /f/safe (voiceless) and /v/save (voiced).

D
entalsounds are produced by touching the upper front teeth w

ith the tip of 
the tongue. Exam

ples are /θ/ oath (voiceless) and /ð/ clothe
(voiced).



A
lveolar

sounds are m
ade by raising the tip of the tongue tow

ards the ridge that is
right behind the upper front teeth, called the alveolar ridge.Exam

ples are 
/ t, s / too, sue, both voiceless, and /d, z, n, l, r/ do, zoo, no, look, rook, all voiced.

P
alato-alveolar

sounds are m
ade by raising the blade of the tongue tow

ards 
the part of the palate just behind the alveolar ridge. Exam

ples / ʃ, tʃ/ pressure, 
batch (voiceless) and / ʒ

, dʒ/  pleasure, badge (voiced).

P
alatalsounds are very sim

ilar to palatoalveolar ones, they are just produced 
further back tow

ards the velum
. The only palatal sound in English is / j / 

as in yes, yellow, beauty, new
 and it is voiced.

V
elar

sounds are m
ade by raising the back of the tongue tow

ards the soft palate, 
called the velum

.Exam
ples /k/ back, voiceless, and / g

, ŋ
/ both voiced bag, bank.



G
lottal sounds are produced w

hen the air passes through the 
glottis as it is narrow

ed.Exam
ple of such sound is /h/ as in high. 

1.2.M
anner

ofA
rticulation:

The m
anner of articulation has to do w

ith the kind of air obstruction after it has passed the vocal 

folds. It m
ay m

eet a com
plete closure (plosives), an alm

ost com
plete closure (fricatives), or a 

sm
aller degree of closure (approxim

ants), or the air m
ight escape in m

ore exceptional w
ays, 

around the sides of the tongue (laterals), or through the nasal cavity (nasals).
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Lecture No. 5:                                 
 

What is phoneme? 

A phoneme is the smallest sound that can make a difference in meaning. In phonetics terms, 

it is any of the perceptually distinct units of sound in a specified language that distinguish one 

word from another. For example, the word car changes to far if you change the phoneme /k/ 

to /f/. There are 44 phonemes in standard British English (RP). Some of them may be realized 

differently or have a variety of allophones. Therefore, the phoneme is “the smallest distinct 

sound unit in a given language’’. 

What is allophone? 

 An allophone is any of the various phonetic realizations of a phoneme, which do not 

contribute to distinctions of meaning. For example, /p/ in pin /pɪn/ is aspirated [pʰɪn]$and /p/ 

in spin /spɪn/ is unaspirated [spɪn]. The first one [pʰ]$is an allophone of the phoneme /p/. 

Phonemic Transcription 

Phonemic is a transcription showing the pronunciation of words using a simple set of symbols 

representing phonemes. It is a transcription usually found in the dictionary which is used 

between slashes. E.g.: proposal / pr!ˈp!ʊzl%̩/,$standard /ˈstænd!d/, learn /lɜːn/$$$$$$ 

Phonetic Transcription 

Phonetic transcription is a transcription with more details about the pronunciation of words, 

used between two square brackets. In this kind of transcription allophones are represented. 

For example, in [$pr!ˈpʰ!ʊzł̩$] the allophone$[$pʰ ] %is$aspirated$and%[$ł ]$%is$dark & syllabic.  

What is aspiration? 

Definition of aspiration: it is when the production of  /p/, /t/, /k/ is followed by an audible 

plosion (burst of noise) in the post release phase, producing a sound like h represented as [ʰ].%
Examples of allophones: 

1. Plosives:  the Voiceless Fortis Plosives  /p, t, k/ are aspirated [pʰ, tʰ, kʰ] when initial in a 

stressed syllable. However, they are unaspirated in final position or when preceded by /s/.  

E.g.:   party  [ˈpʰɑːti]        table  [ ˈtʰeɪbł̩ ]           concert (n)  [ˈkʰɒns!t]         appear  [!ˈpʰɪ!]%
%%%%%%%%%%%%partake ……………..  stable  …………...……..  treat  ……………..                  car  …………….. 
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2. Lateral: the English alveolar lateral phoneme /l/ has three main allophones: 

a. Clear [ l ] with a relatively front resonance before vowels and /j/  or when it is intervocalic 

E.g.:   lead  [liːd]        follow  [ˈfɒl!ʊ]       lose  [luːz]         sailor  [ˈseɪl!]       believe [bɪˈliːv] 

b. Dark [ l̴ ] is articulated with a relatively back vowel resonance, final after a vowel(1), 

before a consonant preceded by a vowel(2) and as a syllabic sound followed by a consonant(3). 

1. Feel ……………  canal …………… pearl …………… call …………..…  well ……………  all ………..…… 

2. Help …………… salt ……………… cold  …………… milk ……………  film ……………  elbow ……..…          

3. Apple ……….… middle ………… eagle ……...…… table ……………  trouble ………….…  able ………                                        

c. Voiceless [ l ̥]  the voiced phoneme /l/ becomes voiceless when it is preceded by accented /p, k/  

E.g.: class [klɑ̥ːs]%%%clap [klæ̥p]     clean [kli̥ːn]    place%[ple̥ɪs]%  pleasure [ˈple̥ʒ!]%   please [pli̥ːz] 

Exercise for practice:  

Exercise 1: Transcribe phonetically and phonemically the following words 
 

Words Phonemic  
transcription       

Phonetic 
transcription 

Words Phonemic 
transcription 

Phonetic 
transcription 

Pile 
Pearl 
Penalty 
Pursue 
Prepare 
Purchase 
Pure 
Council 
Kangaroo 
Kitten 
Kettle  
Keen 

 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

Knight 
Knee 
Kingdom 
Knowledge 
Question 
Queen 
Scape 
Tension 
Towards 
Tyranny 
Today 
Tertiary 

 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

…………………… 

  

Exercise 2: Convert the following transcribed passage into English spelling form 
 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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